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NEW BOSS MEETS THE FANS AT HOSPICE CHARITY FUNDRAISER 



ALBION legend Darren Moore was back on 
the touchline in Stourbridge just 24 hours 
after taking charge of the Baggies for the 
first time as caretaker manager. 

It was a busy weekend for Moore who 
watched from the sidelines at the Glass- 
boys’ War Memorial ground in Amblecote as 
a Baggies legends side took on Stourbridge 
Old Boys to raise money for Mary Stevens 
Hospice, in memory of local woman Jane 
Webb. 

Less than 24 hours earlier ‘Big Dave’ had 
made his debut as gaffer at the Hawthorns 
as battling Baggies were held to a 1-1 draw 
by Swansea. 

Stourbridge friends Matt Webb and Mark 
Naylor have achieved their goal of raising 


£50,000 for the hospice in memory of Matt’s 
mother. 

The third annual charity football match 
between sides representing West Bromwich 
Albion and Stourbridge FC saw thousands 
of fans turn out to see the teams compete 
for the Jane Webb Memorial Trophy, this 
year sponsored by Western Power Distribu¬ 
tion. 

Organisers also put on a full family fun 
day with market stalls, fairground games 
and rides, the chance to meet WBA stars 
Sam Field and Alex Palmer, a mascot obsta¬ 
cle course, a sporting memorabilia auction 
and the opportunity to meet the new Albion 
caretaker boss, following the departure of 
Alan Pardew. 


For the second year in a row it was The 
Baggies who claimed victory, with man-of- 
the-match Nigel Quashie catching the eye 
with a dominant midfield display and a rare 
appearance on the scoresheet as the game 
finished 5-1. 

Among the crowd some famous football 
faces including Bob Taylor and new Hale¬ 
sowen Town boss Lee Hughes. ‘Super Bob’ 
was on the pitch at half-time to present 
Kewford Eagles and Phoenix Youth with 
the trophies they won in a recent youth 
tournament supporting the hospice. 

Matt Webb, Stourbridge Old Boys man¬ 
ager, said: “To have raised that much 
money for families at the hospice means so 
much to Mark and myself.” 


Substance abuse is becoming ‘acceptable’ warns leader 

CALL TO LAUNCH 
A WAR ON DRUGS 


DEATHS from drug abuse in Dudley have almost doubled 
in 10 years, at a time funding for recovery services is be¬ 
ing cut. 

But Dudley Council’s leader blames drug use becoming more ‘accept¬ 
able’ in society for the rise and is calling for ‘a war on drugs’. 

Forty people died from drug abuse in the borough between 2014 and 2016 - up from 23 
in 2004 to 2006. Of those 40, 21 were linked to heroin and morphine, raising fears that 
former legal ‘highs’ such as Black Mamba are contributing to the deaths. 

In October, it was revealed West Midlands Ambulance Service dealt with 50 cases re¬ 


lated to Black Mamba every day. The fig¬ 
ures have been published by the Office of 
National Statistics. 

Councillor Patrick Harley, leader of 
Dudley Council, blames the rise of drug 
deaths in the area on more people using 
them recreationally. 

He said: “It’s becoming acceptable. 
We’re seeing a softer stance from senior 
police officers and some politicians. 

Mistake 

“I think that’s a mistake. The more we 
start turning a blind eye, then the more it 
becomes the norm. 

“We need a war on drugs to eradicate 
this problem once and for all. It has become 
a cancer in our society. But it has to come 
from up top, from the senior police officers, 
politicians, the senior judiciary. 

Dudley Council is cutting funding to its 
contracted substance misuse programme 
by £400,000. The council is spending £4m 
on the programme this year. 


By Alex Ross and Megan Archer 


The rate of deaths related to heroin and 
morphine in Dudley, at 21 deaths, were 2.2 
per 100,000 of the population. 

The areas with the highest rate in the 
West Midlands are Walsall, 2.5, followed 
by Dudley, 2.2, and Birmingham, where, 
although there were 154 deaths, it was 1.8 
per 100,000. 

In Wolverhampton, where there were 
11 deaths, the rate was 1.4 per 100,000. 
Sandwell has the lowest death rates for her¬ 
oin and morphine than anywhere else in the 
West Midlands with six deaths linked to the 
drugs in two years - 0.6 per 100,000. South 
Staffordshire had one death. 

Change, Grow, Live run Atlantic Recovery 
Centre in Dudley and The Beacon Recovery 
Service in Walsall, where head of services, 
Kerry Trinder, said: “Every drug-related 
death is a tragedy.” 


Faberge flower stuns TV experts 



Colonel Stamford J Cartwright MBE with the Faberge flower on display at Himley Hall 


A RARE Faberge flower valued at £1 million will 
be the star of TV’s Antiques Roadshow on Sunday. 

The jewel was gifted to the Queen’s Own Worces¬ 
tershire Hussars in 1904 by the Countess of Dudley, 
the wife of Lord Dudley, the Second in Command 
of the Regiment, on the soldiers return to the Mid¬ 


lands from the Boer War in South Africa. The five- 
inch pear blossom ornament set in rock crystal, 
with gold, silver and diamonds, is now on display 
at Himley Hall. 

It is one of only three items to be valued at £lm 
in the Antiques Roadshow’s 40-year history. 


POLICE 

New appeal over 
machete incident 

THE search for a man seen armed with a 
machete in a Dudley street continues as 
police launch a fresh appeal for witnesses. 

A manhunt is under way following an 
incident on Buffery Road last Thursday 
where a car apparently mowed down a 
man believed to be in his 50s. 

Residents told of how armed police 
swooped on the street shortly after the 
incident looking for the suspect, with fo¬ 
rensic investigators photographing a black 
Renault Megane. 

Officers spoke to witnesses and a cordon 
remained in place until around 11.30pm. 

A spokesman said the force was ‘still 
actively trying to identify the suspect’ and 
asked anyone with information to call 101. 

BUSINESS 

Shopping centre 
deal is in jeopardy 

THE mega-merger that would bring to¬ 
gether the owners of the Merry Hill and 
Bullring shopping centres is hanging in 
the balance after a rival £5 billion bid 
from a French group. 

Shopping centre operator Hammer- 
son, owner of the Bullring and Grand 
Central in Birmingham, had agreed a 
£3.4bn tie-up with Intu, owner of Merry 
Hill and the Trafford Centre in Man¬ 
chester, but it could be derailed. 


TRAFFIC 

Delays predicted 
during roadworks 

MOTORISTS face delays while roadworks 
take place on a Halesowen road for several 
weeks. 

A stop and go sign will be used during 
the works on Coombs Road until April 30. 

Meanwhile, temporary traffic lights will 
be on place from Furlong Lane to Butch¬ 
ers Lane in Halesowen until April 20 while 
maintenance is carried out. 
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Woman dies in collision with lorry on M5 



The scene of Tuesday’s crash 


A WOMAN was killed in a crash with a 
lorry on the M5 near Halesowen. 

The car was trapped under the front 
of the lorry in the collision, which hap¬ 
pened on the northbound carriageway 
between junctions 3 and 4 early on 
Tuesday morning. 

Emergency services rushed to the 
incident but the woman in the car was 
confirmed dead at the scene yesterday 
at around 4.20am. 

A West Midlands Ambulance spokes¬ 
man explained: “On arrival, crews dis¬ 
covered a woman in the car, who was 


found to be in cardiac arrest. Unfor¬ 
tunately, it quickly became apparent 
nothing could be done to save her and 
she was confirmed dead at the scene. 

“The lorry driver, a man, was unin¬ 
jured in the incident and discharged at 
the scene.” 

West Mercia Police has urged anyone 
with information or dash-cam video of 
the crash to get in touch. A spokesman 
for the force said: “Please get in touch 
to share what you saw. Even the small¬ 
est piece of information could help our 
investigation into this incident.” 


To share information phone the po¬ 
lice on 101 and give reference number 
52S of 10 April. You can also report 
information anonymously to Crimes- 
toppers on 0800 555 111 or by visiting 
crimestoppers-uk.org online. 

The accident came one week after 
lorry driver Brian Harper died follow¬ 
ing a crash southbound on the same mo¬ 
torway between junctions 2 and 3. The 
father-of-four from Wednesbury is be¬ 
lieved to have suffered a medical episode 
at the wheel when he crashed into the 
central reservation on Easter Monday. 


First blades bin set up 
in fight on knife crime 


A HAUL of dangerous blades 
could soon be off the town’s 
streets after Dudley’s first knife 
bin was unveiled. 

The weapons surrender bin now 
stands in the town in an attempt to 
curb a rise in knife crime sweeping 
across the region. 

It is the latest to be installed in the West 
Midlands, with a total of 14 in the area. 

West Midlands Police and Crime Com¬ 
missioner David Jamieson, officially 
launched the knife bin last week, said: “The 
bins are providing people with a safe way to 
dispose of knives which they shouldn’t be 
carrying. Every knife posted into a surren¬ 
der bin is potentially a life saved. 

“These bins work best when the commu¬ 
nity wants them and in Dudley that’s the 
message we have received loud and clear.” 

The new safe and secure metal con¬ 
tainer, designed for residents to dispose of 
their knives, was unveiled at Tesco Extra, 
at the Birmingham Road retail park. 

More 

Other bins are located in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, Birmingham and West Bromwich, 
with more expected to be installed in the 
coming months across the West Midlands. 

Peter Marsh, of the Dudley Rotary Club, 
who helped organise the installation of the 
new knife bin, said: “The knife bins are a 
fantastic idea - I knew Dudley should have 
one too. We all know there is a problem 
across the country with knife crime and 
these bins are a very useful tool to help 
tackle it. If anyone in Dudley has a knife 
which they shouldn’t, then I’d urge them 
to use the bin.” 

Blades can also be surrendered at a bin 
within West Bromwich Town Centre, on 
the corner of High Street and New Street. 

The Chronicle’s sister newspaper, the 
Express and Star, is running a campaign 
calling for tougher sentences for people 
carrying a weapon. More than 1,70 have 
signed the online petition at change.org/p/ 
theresa-may-mp-knife-possession-should- 
have-stiffer-sentences 


Just a Minute to help save clock 



Campaigners are appealing for help to restore an old church clock which is to be installed at St Peter’s in Cradley 


CHURCH-GOERS are hoping the 
public can find time to help restore 
an old church clock back to its for¬ 
mer glory. 

The clock which was previously 
in St Luke’s Church in Cradley 
Heath, which has since been de¬ 
molished, has now been earmarked 
for St Peter’s Church in Cradley by 
campaigners. But they say the pro¬ 
ject will cost around £15,000 and 
are appealing for help. 

People who donate are also being 
asked to pick one specific minute 


out of the day which is important to 
them, and write 100 words on why 
and the piece will go into a book at 
the end of the project. 

The project comes after an organ 
was saved from St Luke’s by mem¬ 
bers of St Peter’s where it was 
restored and now features in the 
Cradley church. 

St Peter’s clock fundraising 
campaign is called ‘Just a Minute’. 
James Brookes of St Peter’s, said: 
“It is hoped that at the end of the 
project, and once the clock is in¬ 


stalled, we can put all the contri¬ 
butions and names into a book and 
have it on display in the church for 
future generations. 

“Once a minute has been se¬ 
lected by someone it cannot be se¬ 
lected again by someone else, so get 
in quick! 

To donate and write about your 
special minute, either post to 3 
Greenways, Cradley, Halesowen, 
B63 2JT or visit www.crowdfunder. 
co.uk/a-new-clock-for-cradley to 
make a donation. 


Group refuse 
to give up 
on battle for 
Hippodrome 

CAMPAIGNERS insists the fight to save 
Dudley Hippodrome will go on - as the 
group marks six years since it was set 
up. 

Members of the Dudley Hippodrome 
Community Group packed out the Ex 
Servicemens Club in Hall Street to plan 
their next steps. 

The group has a newly-launched pe¬ 
tition looking to win support for their 
scheme to bring the Castle Hill land¬ 
mark - which is about to celebrate its 
80th anniversary - back to life as a 
venue for the Black Country. 

Gordon Downing, aged 81, chairman 
of the group, said: “The aim of the peti¬ 
tion is to get people’s backing to say they 
are interested in bringing this building 
back to life again. 

“We are back as the Dudley Hippo¬ 
drome Community Group and we intend 
on not going away. We shall have a big 
input into what happens to that building 
in the future.” 

The council took back control of the 
building earlier this year saying the 
campaign group could not raise enough 
money to see their plans through. 

There has been speculation that the 
site could be used by Dudley College. But 
campaigners wanting to see it re-open as 
a venue took their message to the streets 
on Monday. 


Brum traffic jams 
are fourth worst 

COMMUTERS in Birmingham face the 
fourth worst traffic congestion in the 
country, according to a new study. 

The research by Go Compare has 
found drivers are on average stuck in 
traffic in the city for 34 hours each year. 

It ranks behind just London, Man¬ 
chester and Aberdeen for long waits to 
get into or out of the city. 

Birmingham also has the worst 
two roads for queues across the whole 
country - the A34 northbound between 
Robin Hood Lane and the A4540, and 
the A34 Southbound between the A4540 
and Shaftmoor Lane. On average drivers 
experience a total of 43 hours of delays a 
year on those stretches. 

In 2017 there was an average delay of 
47 seconds for every mile travelled on 
British roads. 

Tram may be named 
after legend Cyrille 

A MIDLAND Metro tram could be 
named after Albion legend Cyrille Regis. 

Transport bosses have come up with 
the idea to honour the Black Coun¬ 
try football hero who died in January. 
Cyrille’s widow Julia described the plan 
as a ‘lovely gesture’. 
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Big drop in 
passengers 
on Metro 
due to works 

THE Midland Metro has suffered a 
drop in passenger numbers with us¬ 
age down a fifth on Sundays accord¬ 
ing to new figures. 

Overall, the network linking Wol¬ 
verhampton with Birmingham city 
centre via West Bromwich saw a nine 
per cent fall in travelling customers 
in January, compared to the same 
month last year. 

But weekend travel has been worst 
hit, with the number of passengers on 
Saturday down 18 per cent and Sun¬ 
day down 20 per cent. 

Bosses say custom has been im¬ 
pacted by the replacement track 
works in Bilston Road, which caused 
disruption before being completed in 
December. 

The project lasted six months and 
meant the operating line could only go 
as far as Priestfield Metro Stop, not to 
Wolverhampton city centre. 

A Transport for West Midlands 
spokesman added: “People get used 
to alternative modes of travel so it 
can take a bit of time to get back to 
where it was before. We expect this to 
improve in the coming months.” 

Work has now started on extending 
the line to Wolverhampton railway 
station. 

Plans are also in the pipeline for a 
new line from Wednesbury to Brierley 
Hill and the Merry Hill shopping cen¬ 
tre via Dudley. The 11km route with 
17 stops is expected to open in 2022. 

Childcare prices 
soar since 2010 

THE cost of childcare in the West 
Midlands has nearly doubled since 
2010. Parents and carers in the region 
are now having to fork out between 
39 and 46 per cent more in childcare 
compared to eight years ago. 

Wages have only risen about 16 per 
cent in the same period, leaving some 
families struggling, claims the Labour 
Party. Campaigners have criticised 
government for ‘failing to deliver af¬ 
fordable, sustainable childcare’. 

Figures from the Family and Child¬ 
care Trust’s annual survey of child¬ 
care costs show the cost of 25 hours 
of childcare across the West Midlands 
has risen by £31.52 for under two year 
olds, £33.41 for nursery ages two and 
up, £27.72 for childminding under two 
and £28.09 for ages two and up. 


50 Cent in Brum 

RAPPER 50 Cent will play a gig in 
Birmingham this September. The star 
will be celebrating the 15th anniver¬ 
sary of his debut album Get Rich Or 
Die Tryin’. Tickets for the show go on 
sale on Monday at 9am. 


Suspect's death in cell was drug-related 


A SUSPECT locked in a Black Country police cell 
suffered a drug-related death, an inquest has ruled. 

Unemployed Christopher Morgan fell from his 
bunk and onto the floor while sleeping in a cell at 
Oldbury custody suite on September 21 last year. 

He was discovered ‘unresponsive’ by a police of¬ 
ficer conducting regular patrols on the wing but re¬ 
suscitation attempts failed to revive him. 

Jurors at Black Country Coroner’s Court delib¬ 
erated for just under 90 minutes before recording a 
conclusion of drug-related death. 

During the two-day inquest, jurors heard Mr Mor¬ 
gan was arrested in Wolverhampton on suspicion of 
theft and possession of class A drugs and taken to 
the Bromford Road suite. 


The suspect, of Slaney Road, Walsall, was alleged 
to have stolen items from a shop and was found with 
cocaine. 

He was initially placed on 30-minute observations 
but officers were later told to check on him every 
hour after a medical assessment. 

Mr Morgan was later charged and remanded into 
police custody to appear before magistrates but re¬ 
fused to move to a different cell block with other 
suspects waiting to go to court. 

Pathologist Dr Alexander Kolar revealed the med¬ 
ical cause of death was coronary artery atheroma - 
heart disease - influenced by cocaine usage. He told 
jurors there were 10 injuries on Mr Morgan’s body 
but these were not as a result of his time in custody. 


Mr Morgan, who used cocaine and heroin daily, 
also suffered a fractured ribcage caused by attempts 
to resuscitate him. 

The pathologist told the court CCTV from Mr 
Morgan’s cell showed the 38-year-old falling from 
his bunk and making ‘epileptiform movements’just 
before 1.30am. 

He went on to say Mr Morgan suffered with nar¬ 
rowed arteries which could lead to a ‘risk of sudden, 
unexpected death’. 

The jury of five men and four women also heard 
Mr Morgan, who was pronounced dead at 2.25am, 
tested positive for opiates and negative for cocaine 
while in custody. 


Yow ready for a bostin' 
big Black Country party? 



Dudley Mayor Dave Tyler with Miss Black Country Alexandra Darby and the Fizzogs get ready for the festival 


THE countdown to this year’s Black 
Country Day celebrations has begun. 

The annual Black Country Festival this year 
promises to be the biggest and best yet, with dozens 
of events taking place across the region. 

The festival, which is now in its fifth year, runs 
between June 30 and July 29, and will include fun 
days, carnivals, festivals, golf tournaments, trans¬ 
port shows and other activities lined up over the 
month. 

Each hostin’ celebration is designed to bring the 
Black Country communities across Dudley, Wolver¬ 
hampton, Sandwell and Walsall together. 

A month’s worth of celebrations are now being 
firmed up across the region for Black Country Fes¬ 
tival - including a large family fun day in Dudley 
town centre. 

Other events lined up include Gornal Fun Day, a 
fun run in Halesowen, Halesowen Carnival, Stour¬ 
bridge Carnival, Brierley Hill’s Brier Fair and 
more. 

Pride 

Black Country Day is the highlight of the fes¬ 
tival and will take place on July 14. The Dudley 
fun day, set to include live entertainment in Stone 
Street Square, a ‘radio roadshow’, vintage cars and 
motorbikes, and stalls, will take place on this date 
to mark the occasion. The event will run between 
10am and 5pm. 

Looking ahead to the festival, Mayor of Dudley, 
Councillor Dave Tylor, said: “We want to see peo¬ 
ple flying their Black Country flag with pride and 
support the many events taking place to celebrate 
the region we call home. 

“With less than 100 days to go and a fantastic 
line-up of events already confirmed, this year’s 
Black Country Festival won’t disappoint.” 

Dave Brownhill, chairman of the Black Country 
Festival, added: “The festival owes many of its suc¬ 
cesses to the local groups, organisations and volun¬ 
teers who help make it happen and to the people of 
the Black Country who turn out each year without 
fail to support the events. 

“Although we have already got some cracking 
events taking place, there is still time to get in¬ 
volved and add events to the festival line-up. 

“I would urge anyone with a great idea for an 


event, whether it is big and small, to get in touch, 
we would love to hear all about them.” 

The festival is organised by a committee of volun¬ 
teers and is supported by Dudley, Sandwell, Walsall 
and Wolverhampton councils. 

Gornal Fun Day will kick the festivities off on 
Saturday, June 30, with a Punch and Judy show, 
facepainting, fair rides, a bouncy castle, vintage 
cars and bikes, a barbecue, a combat re-enactment, 


birds of prey and stalls. The historic windmill will 
also be open to the public. The free event will run 
from noon to 4pm. 

Armed Forces Day will be marked at Himley 
Hall on July 1, a Food Festival will be held at the 
Bonded Warehouse, in Canal Street, in Stourbridge 
on July 6, while the Chainmakers Festival will take 
place at Cradley Heath High Street on July 7. 

For more information visit expressandstar.co.uk 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Crafty folk get 
creative invitation 

DATES has been announced for this 
year’s Cradley Heath Arts Festival - 
from June 3 through to June 9. 

Organisers are calling for artists, 
performers and craftsmen to exhibit 
their work and share their skills in 
workshops. 

Before then, an open exhibition will 
start at The Art Yard on Reddal Hill 
Road, Cradley Heath, from May 28 
to June 23. Any special works made 
during the exhibition will be shown in 
another exhibition from June 25 to 30 

For more information, call Martyn 
on 07954 306223, email martynhar 
ris8@gmail.com or call Fran on 07952 
563725 by May 25. 

May the Lego 
force be with you 

A STAR Wars themed Lego exhibition 
has opened for the summer at Him¬ 
ley Hall. The free admission Amor 
Lamine Lego exhibition runs until 30 
September at the stately home on the 
Dudley borough-South Staffs border. 

Star Wars fans can view a series of 
themed displays including an Ewok 
village, the Millennium Falcon, desert 
and ice plateau with figures and vehi¬ 
cles. 

Visitors can also see other items 
from the Technic and Creator Expert 
Lego ranges, including a model of Syd¬ 
ney Opera House. 

Choirs united at 
hospice concert 

FORMER Crackerjack TV host Don 
Maclean will be the compere at a cho¬ 
ral concert in Dudley next month. 

Voices in Harmony from Cradley 
Heath will be joined by three guest 
vocal groups for its 21st anniversary 
charity concert. 

Voices in Harmony will be singing 
in Dudley Town Hall on May 12 at 
7pm with Viva Musica, Gentlemen 
Songsters and Colla Voce. The con¬ 
cert will be raising money for Mary 
Stevens Hospice. Tickets are avail¬ 
able from the box office or Melanie 
Fletcher on 07702 997320. 

Former Scout hut has 
price tag of £65,000 

A FORMER Scout base is up for sale, 
priced at £65,000. 

The land off Douglas Road in Dud¬ 
ley is being marketed by Cottons. 

It features a single storey former 
Scout Hut, in a dilapidated condition. 

Planning permission was granted 
for two homes at the site in January. 

The site was used by 2nd Dudley 
Scout Group until 2006, when the 
group disbanded. 
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Pension collecting 


QUALITY CARE AT HOME IN HALESOWEN 
AND THE WEST MIDLANDS 
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Money Management 
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r VIEW OUR INSTALLATIONS GALLERY 
r READ OUR CUSTOMER TESTIMONIALS 
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Thousands of patients left 
waiting too long at A&E 


THOUSANDS of hospital patients in Dudley were left waiting 
more than four hours to be seen in A&E. 


A total of 2,498 patients waited over four hours at Russells Hall Hos¬ 
pital’s emergency department in February But hospital bosses have 
vowed to improve the waiting times. 

A board report shows 68 per cent of A&E patients were seen within the four 
hour target time but 95 per cent of patients are supposed to be seen within the 
four hour window. 

Councillor Paul Brothwood, leader of Ukip in Dudley, said: “There are mul¬ 
tiple issues - it needs a fundamental review to ensure people get the urgent 

care they need. The staff are already 
under immense pressure. It is a lack 
of funding but any extra funding needs 
to go to the right place and it needs to 
be spent on more staff to take the pres¬ 
sures off the current staff. They have 
almost got an impossible job.” 


Answers on 
business fest' 


Majority 


A DROP-IN ‘open house’ session is 
being held ahead of the first Black 
Country Business Festival. 

Members of the business com¬ 
munity can visit the Black Country 
Chamber of Commerce office today 
(Thursday) to ask any questions 
about the upcoming events. It will run 
at the office in the Creative Industries 
Centre, University of Wolverhampton 
Science Park, Glashier Drive, from 
11am to 3pm. No need to register. 

Organisers Associate Events will be 
on hand to offer help to any business 
or individuals about the festival that 
runs from April 23 to May 4. 

The festival is originated by the 
chamber and its partner DY5 - Dud¬ 
ley’s Business and Innovation Enter¬ 
prise Zone. There will be 122 events 
in the two-week programme, making 
it the region’s biggest business event. 
For details and tickets visit www. 
blackcountrybusinessfestival.com. 


The report revealed that almost a 
third of the 7,806 patients seen at Rus¬ 
sells Hall in February waited longer 
than the target time. 

Diane Wake, chief executive of The 
Dudley Group NHS Foundation Trust, 
said: “We always do our best to make 
sure patients attending our emergency 
department are seen as quickly as pos¬ 
sible and continue to see, treat, admit 
or discharge the vast majority of pa¬ 
tients within four hours. 

“Patients are always prioritised in 
order of clinical need to make sure 
that acutely unwell patients receive 
the urgent medical attention they re¬ 
quire as soon as possible. 

“We continue to work closely with 
our partners across Dudley, including 
local authorities and Dudley Clinical 
Commissioning Group to improve 
patient wait times and ensure our 
patients receive safe and appropriate 
care at all times.” 


Student’s winning design for exhibition 



Warren McCabe-Smith, Harry Bloomer, Edgar Green, Dylan Ellis and Mary Green 


GRAPHIC students at Halesowen 
College have been designing exhibi¬ 
tion posters showcasing the work of a 
local painter and electrician, A. Ewart 
Chapman. 

Curators, Harry Bloomer and War¬ 
ren McCabe Smith of the Art Yard 
and founders of Midland Film and Art 
(MFAA) and Mary Green, daughter 
of A Ewart Chapman, came to visit 
BTEC level three graphic design stu¬ 
dents to judge the competition. 

A. Ewart Chapman opened the 
first electricians shop ‘Chapman’s’ in 
Cradley Heath, during 1925. He also 
trained as an artist and captured im¬ 
ages on canvas and in sketch books of 
the industrial landscapes and people 
living in and surrounding Cradley 
Heath in the Black Country during 
the 1900s. 

First prize was awarded to Dylan 
Ellis, while second prize went to Han¬ 
nah James. A cash prize was awarded 
to both students, funded by MFAA 
and Mary Green. 

Maninder Padam, graphics lecturer 
at Halesowen College, said: “It was 
great to work in partnership on this 
special project highlighting the work 
of a well-known local businessman 
and artist. 

“The students love working on live 
briefs and they were really creative on 
this project. It was a hard choice just 
to choose a winner and runner-up.” 

An exhibition of the work of A. 
Ewart Chapman is being held at the 
Art Yard and runs until Saturday. 


Name change 
for Compton 
Hospice charity 

COMPTON Hospice has unveiled a 
rebrand after people said they were 
‘frightened’ of using its services. 

The Wolverhampton-based charity 
has dropped ‘hospice’ from its name 
after residents dubbed it a ‘death 
house’ and a ‘place you go to die’. 

Its services are available to people 
in Wolverhampton, Dudley, Sandwell, 
Walsall, South Staffordshire and east 
Shropshire. 

Chief executive Claire Marshall 
hopes the new identity, which will 
see it renamed Compton Care, would 
‘dispel the myths’ surrounding hos¬ 
pice care. 

She said: “If the very people you 
seek to serve are frightened of you, 
it’s just heart-breaking. We’re on a 
mission to remove this fear and break 
down barriers to ensure more patients 
get referred to us earlier, so we can 
treat them sooner and help them 
live better lives. We have got to keep 
adapting and changing if we are going 
to serve our patients.” 

The move came after an 18-month 
consultation with patients, families, 
staff, volunteers and referral agen¬ 
cies, including GPs. 

The organisation has been support¬ 
ing patients for the past 35 years. It 
has 30 shops including in Brierley 
Hill, Rowley Regis, Cradley Heath, 
Dudley, Kingswinford, Stourbridge 
and Sedgley. 

Brewery to reopen 
village pub after refit 

A BREWERY has announced the 
opening date for its 32nd pub. Pens- 
nett-based Black Country Ales is reo¬ 
pening of The Cross at Finstall, near 
Bromsgrove, on April 26 at noon. 

The brewery bought the village 
pub’s freehold just before Christmas 
and carried out a major refurbish¬ 
ment. 


ETTA BUILDINGS 



Free Laminate Flooring & External Paint 
Prices start from 

£2600 


SHEDS • 6ABA6ES « GARDEN BOOMS » LOG CABINS 


Wooden 

Sheds 


HUGE 

RANGE 




Summer free 

Houses FI ™ G 


Delivered & Fitted 


Delivered & Fitted 


Concrete 

Garages 




I ■ 

Delivered & Fitted 


from £274 


from £629 


from £1657 



• Old Buildings Removed • Asbestos Disposal • Base Laying Service • Free Quotations • Made to Measure • Lined and Insulated Options • Quality at Competitive Prices • Huge Range 



guaranteed 


Show site (open 7 days): 

Tildasley Street,West Bromwich B70 9SJ 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


0121 553 4682 


DOORS 


^ Our Extensive Range of All Garage Doors 
1 Covers All Popular Brands 


We have eveything from 
Canopy to Side Hung styles 

Wrought Iron Gates § 

& Railings available 


Bi-Fold 
Doors 
From £999 


French 
Patio Doors 
From £649 


CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 


BETTA 


$&T 

Doors & Windows Ltd 


Tel: 01902 842706 / 07759 536818 
wwWiCandtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
Email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


Visit Us At Doulton Trading Est., Doulton Road, Rowley Regis B65 8JG 

Tel: 01384 4133311 01902 628018 
Jbjp| Freephone: 0800 0375179 Mobile: 07721783291 
www.doultondoors.co.uk 


DOULTON DOORS 

Garage Doors & UPVC Windows & Doors 


D 


Concept 


BLINDS 


Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 


Child Safely 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 

































































































Sandwell Council arts officer, Alex Howell with part of the exhibition One of the saucy postcards on display Charlie seen with a picture of Korky the Cat, which he drew for the Dandy 



A whole host of character ideas in the exhibition Charlie’s Desperate Dan artwork Some of the cartoonist’s sketches for postcard characters 


Artist’s work is just Dandy 


IT was the opening day of an 
exhibition celebrating the 
life and work of a famous il¬ 
lustrator. 

And it has unearthed some of 
the never before seen intimate 
and telling pieces of Sandwell- 
born cartoonist Charlie ‘Chas’ 
Grigg including handwritten 
notes and unpublished drawings. 

Visitors flocked to Wednesbury 


Museum and Art Gallery for the 
opening of exhibition yesterday - 
which will look to honour the car¬ 
toonist known as the man behind 
The Beano and The Dandy. 

The show will give those attending 
the chance to see artefacts, original 
drawings, letters, unseen and unpub¬ 
lished images, and video interviews 
with Charlie who lived in the Rood 
End area of Langley as a young boy. 

Museum service manager Jane 
Hanney said: “Lots of local people 


have expressed an interest and they 
did not know he was a local person. 
I think we will get lots of people that 
read The Beano and The Dandy 
when they were younger - it is a good 
opportunity for them to come along 
and see the works. 

“There are things in here that 
were never published because he was 
a freelance cartoonist at one time. 
There is some really nice stuff that 
has come from his son who is keen to 
get the story told. 


“We have got his desk on display 
that he used to do all the drawings 
on. We are hoping to get lots of peo¬ 
ple come through who are not neces¬ 
sarily into traditional artwork. 

“We want to do lots of projects 
around the exhibition with schools 
and locals looking into cartooning 
and illustrating. The hope is it will 
put the museum on the map.” 

The exhibition, which runs 
through until November 2018, will 
later tour in a smaller form around 


local libraries. It will be open at 
Wednesbury Museum and Art Gal¬ 
lery on Wednesday and Thursdays 
from llam-4pm and on Saturdays 
from 2-5pm - with last entry at 30 
minutes before closing. 

During the exhibition run, there 
will be many other events, such as 
the launch of the book Our Best Kept 
Secret written by Billy Spakemon, 
otherwise known as Dr Brian Dakin, 
which tells the story of Charlie’s life 
as well as the project itself. 


Thousands are 5 
involved in 
sport sessions 

A SMETHWICK community partnership is 
celebrating after notching up 25,000 partic¬ 
ipants over the past two years. 

The record amount has seen youngsters 
involved in sport with the Benson Commu¬ 
nity Project and Sandwell Leisure Trust 
(SLT) at Hadley Stadium on Wilson Road. 

The partnership hosts regular and free 
football and multi-sport sessions for disad¬ 
vantaged youngsters and increasing partic¬ 
ipation levels have seen the weekly number 
of sessions jump from one to four to meet 
demand and interest. 

Ian King, SLT’s assistant manager at 
Hadley Stadium, said: “The take-up has 
been incredible, all by word-of-mouth and 
personal referral. Nobody could have ex¬ 
pected the results that this initial Tuesday 
session has seen, which led to additional 
football sessions on Thursday and Satur¬ 
day afternoon (now for ages 5-18) as well 
as an indoor multi-sports family-orientated 
session on a Wednesday - and consequently 
25,000+ local people seeing, feeling, experi¬ 
encing and enjoying the benefits.” 

Benson’s Manager, Paul Landucci said: 
“Hadley’s 3G pitch is perfect for us and 
since we started here I can count on one 
hand the number of times that only the 
heaviest snow and ice has defeated us.” 

Fitness fanatics 
are powering up 

IT is the biggest indoor fitness expedition 
in the world and attracts athletes, competi¬ 
tors and fans from all around the globe. 

And now BodyPower will return to Bir¬ 
mingham’s NEC to mark its 10th anniver¬ 
sary and see the fitness community rally 
together under one roof once more. 

Tickets to the event, which runs between 
May 11 and May 13, cost anywhere from 
£29.95 to £249.95 depending on the pack¬ 
age. 

To book visit www.bodypower.com/tick- 
ets or call the venue on 0121 7804141. 
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40% 

OFF 




10% 

OFF 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED 



<<3§> Quality Kitchen Makeovers Ltd 


UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND VALUE 
FROM THE BESPOKE SPECIALISTS 



Don’t Settle for Less 

• Kitchens # Bedrooms 
# Bathrooms # Extensions 
# Loft Conversions 
• Home Offices 
From a door or worktop 
replacement to an extension 



What our customers say... 

“Wonderful kitchen, I have 
already recommended you 
and would not hesitate to 
recommend QKM to anyone.” 

“Can’t believe the 
transformation from start to 
finish, totally professional.” 


Appliances: Neff, Bosch, 
Rangemaster, Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year Guarantee 


HOMEOWNERS... 

Looking to Sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning results for 
a minimum outlay 

Just Moved In? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to Stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, bedroom or bathroom 
and allow us to show your home’s true potential 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to life 


At QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our 
customers the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

. THE GUILD e 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN ^8* 

Membership No A120074 

‘We have customers who would be more 
than happy to show you the excellent 
standard of work’ 


We are now members of 

Checka 

Where reputation matters 


All types of Flooring supplied and 
Wet Wall Solutions for Bathrooms 

Range of Kitchens, Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit all budgets 


Did you know 80% of our customers are retired? 
60% plus of all our appointments are referrals or existing 
customers requiring further work. 

Find out why we are trusted for yourself 

BOOK YOUR NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE TODAY ON 01384 232413 


Head Office & Showroom 

Customer satisfaction 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 

guaranteed. 

01299 877718 | 01384 232413 | 0121 550 4821 

WE WILL NOT 

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, Thursdays 9am - 7pm 

LET YOU DOWN 

Saturdays 10am - 4pm 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED 



www. qualitykitchenmakeoversitd. co. uk 


FIVE MINUTES FROM MERRY HILL 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Date at the 
dentist’s? 
Google can 
fill in gaps 

WHERE were you between 4pm and 5pm 
on November 1 last year? Most of us 
would probably struggle to answer that 
question, unless something memorable 
happened at that time. 

Well I’ve just discovered I was at the 
dentist. Which in itself is not big news, 
but what is worrying is where I have just 
got that information from. 

Now, maybe I’m naive, and I would 
certainly never profess any expertise in 
new technology, but it never occurred to 
me when I got my first smart phone three 
years ago that the good people at Google 
would be tracking my movements every 
minute of the day. 

But now, having had my attention 
drawn to the data file that the technology 
giant keeps on all of its users, I now know 
that on November 1,2017,1 arrived at the 
dentist at 4.09pm, and left 4.51. 

Google records also show what time 
I left for work that morning, what route I 
took, and what time I arrived. It records 
that I left work at 3.25pm that day be¬ 
cause of my dental appointment, and 
took a slightly different route back. 

And that the return journey was a min¬ 
ute quicker than the one in the morning. 
Is it just me, or is this a touch sinister? 

Let’s be a realist. We all know that 
nobody gives you something for noth¬ 
ing, least of all American internet giants, 
and I always thought that Mark Zuck- 
enberg was a wrong ‘un the moment I 
saw a picture of him giving an interview 
in flip-flops. But while most of us knew 
the likes of Google and Facebook were 
making money out of us one way or an¬ 
other, did any of us really have any idea 
of how these companies were stockpiling 
even the most intimate of personal details 
in order to build these incredibly detailed 
profiles of us all? 

Our interests, our opinions and atti¬ 
tudes, our health and our movements are 
all analysed in forensic detail, in order to 
calculate which types of advertising we 
are most susceptible too. 

If the Government tried to monitor us 
in this way there would be a revolution. 
Yet unelected, unaccountable tech giants 
have been doing it for years without us 
knowing. 

Maybe it’s closing the door after the 
horse has bolted, but perhaps the answer 
is we should all put entirely spurious and 
inaccurate information on social media. 

But one other question. How come 
car security companies are still charging 
£400 to fit a tracker, and £150 a year to 
monitor it, when Google has been doing 
it for nothing all the time? 


In crises never rush ahead of what evidence tells you 



Esther McVey - calling for more Dita Von Teese - reveals how hard it is to Yulia Skripal - the daughter of former 

kids to do part-time jobs keep her much-scrutinised skin so pale Russian double agent Sergei Skripal 


Nerve agent case: 
Lessons to learn 


AS the Salisbury nerve-agent incident devel¬ 
ops, lessons will be learned. The most impor¬ 
tant point, wisely made from the outset by Jer¬ 
emy Corbyn, is that in crises such as this you 
should never rush ahead of what the evidence 
is telling you. Theresa May was far too hasty to 
blame the Russian state. Boris Johnson was ir¬ 
responsible in pinning it on Putin. Can anyone 
else see this ending with an apology? 

WE might also ask where the Daily Star got its 
theory that Mr Skripal and his daughter “could 
have been sprayed with the nerve agent from a 
remote-controlled drone hovering above them 
as they sat on a bench in Salisbury.” This Mis¬ 
sion Impossible yarn was attributed to “intelli¬ 
gence sources.” Yeah, right. 

DITA Von Teese, the doyenne of burlesque 
performers, has marked her 45th birthday by 
revealing to the Guardian how hard it is to keep 
her much-scrutinised skin so pale, living in 
sunny Los Angeles. A reader responded thus: 
“Seems like a nice lass. If she really wants to 
stay pale she should come live with me in east 
Manchester.” 

AND talking of dressing up. There is a certain 
irony in Eddie Izzard being appointed to La¬ 
bour’s national executive as a direct result of the 
anti-semitism row. While right-on liberals admire 
Izzard’s endless charity work and unwavering 
commitment to the EU, and smile indulgently at 
his fondness for frocks and lipstick, did anyone 
think to ask conservative Jews and Muslims 
what their religions say about cross-dressing? 
Thought not. 

A CALIFORNIAN teacher who also serves as 
a reserve police officer was demonstrating gun 


THE BEST OF 

PFTPRRUnnFS 4* ' 



safety to his class when, well, you can guess 
what happened next. The gun went off and 
three students were wounded. It’s a reminder 
that few things are as unpredictable as people 
and guns. 

FOLLOWING this incident a reader, worried 
by plans to arm US teachers, wonders how long 
it will be before a maniac deliberately targets a 
fully-armed school to see how many teachers 
he can kill before they kill him - a variation on 
the “suicide by cop” madness. 

BUT I suspect the first death-by-teacher kill¬ 
ing will be less dramatic. There’s nothing like a 
handgun on your hip for escalating a trivial argu¬ 
ment to homicide. Be prepared for a US teacher 
killing another teacher in a staff-room dispute 
over who washes the coffee mugs or who’s 
been dallying with whom in the stockroom. 

FOR a moment, let’s overlook the offence 
caused to Jews by Jeremy Corbyn choosing to 
meet one of the very few Jewish organisations 
that other Jews find repellent. What about the 
offence Christians might feel at Corbyn mixing 
with a group whose name sounds the same as 
the most despised character in the Easter sto¬ 
ry - Jewdas? It is as crass as dropping in for 
a snack at the Haddolf Hyttler Bavarian Deli. 
Corbyn always comes up with some wide-eyed, 
plausible excuse but why does he keep putting 
himself in such awkward positions? For his ad¬ 
visers it must be like trying to teach a simple 


lesson to a particularly truculent child, over and 
over again. Lest we forget, in a throwaway re¬ 
mark last year, Corbyn said: “I don’t consider 
myself the world’s greatest intellectual.” 

STRANGE how many memories have been 
stirred by the Work and Pensions Secretary 
Esther McVey calling for more kids to do part- 
time jobs. My first Saturday job was for a cou¬ 
ple of workaholic butchers who slogged from 
5am to 6pm and made a fortune in the process. 
They were a hard-bitten pair. Both had served 
in the infantry during the war and seen all the 
inhumanity that man could inflict on man. They 
swore endlessly, insulted the customers and 
staff alike, and routinely denounced me as an 
idle little arse. And yet one Saturday morning I 
saw these hard nuts weeping like babies in the 
shop as the news came of a terrible accident at 
a place called Aberfan. You never forget the first 
time you see men cry. 

ONE of the things the ever-whingeing millen¬ 
nial generation fails to grasp is how hard-up we 
babyboomers were in years gone by. Everything 
you needed in life, from food and clothes to 
washing machines and lawnmowers, was crip- 
plingly expensive. We simply did not possess 
the quantity or quality of things that people take 
for granted today. Which is why the final scene 
in the revived Generation Game (BBC) was a 
pale imitation of the 1970s original. Back then, 
people really wanted those prizes. Today, as the 
contestants acquired their items, you couldn’t 
help feeling that the canteen of cutlery would go 
straight in the attic and the telescope would be 
sold on eBay. In a world glutted with consumer 
goods, who cares about an extra toaster? 


TALXjNGPOIN^^ 

Queueing 
dilemma 
can lead 
to a frenzy 

IT was the dilemma which has plagued 
polite society for many a year. On enter¬ 
ing the foyer during a recent visit to the 
theatre, we found ourselves at the end of 
two queues waiting to clear security or, in 
reality, convince the staff they had noth¬ 
ing of consequence in their bags. 

So, it should be a 50-50 choice as to 
which queue we join ... or is it? Just at 
the crucial moment, someone who had 
come in behind us asked if they could 
proceed down a third channel, which at 
first glance either led nowhere or wasn’t 
meant for queueing at all. 

“Sure,” said the door operative, “you 
can use all three.” So off we toddle, trying 
not to look at the two obedient queues 
who must be thinking we are VIP guests 
or have special tickets for the show. 

And after carefully looking straight 
ahead, for fear of incurring the wrath of 
the two stationary lines, we fast-tracked 
ourselves into the main body of the thea¬ 
tre and settled into our seats. 

In this case, we made the queueing 
system work for us, but it’s not always like 
that. Take the bus queue, for instance. 
Once upon a time, everyone joined the 
end of the queue. 

These days, it’s not so straightforward. 
With sometimes several services pulling 
in at one stop, a frenzy can overtake even 
the most patient types, whose main inten¬ 
tion is to get on that bus before it leaves 
without them. Consequently, you will see 
a throng hovering around the head of the 
queue waiting to pounce as soon as their 
bus comes into sight. 

The one place you can expect to see 
disciplined queueing is in a bank. Or at 
least the one I use. Given four machines 
in a row, customers are content to form 
just one queue and file off when an ATM 
becomes available. In fact that particular 
discipline must be so deeply ingrained in 
some of us that the American author Bill 
Bryson once observed it was what set 
the English apart from many other coun¬ 
tries, where a free-for-all mentality reigns 
or people are expected to “stay in lane” 
once they have chosen their queue. 

While not quite a national obsession 
anymore, queueing has given rise to a 
phrase which we use without thinking. 
How often, on hearing someone an¬ 
nounce their intention to be the next to 
do something, have you said (or been 
tempted to say) “Oi, join the queue.” 

And what of our evening at the thea¬ 
tre? The show ended on a high note, with 
the audience in equally high spirits, which 
may explain the rush to leave the building 
... to get to the front of the taxi queue, 
of course. 

STEVE PARLETT 









































Breach calls referendum into question 


THE recent discovery that the Brexit 
‘leave’ campaign was in breach of elec¬ 
tion rules, having spent something in 
the region of 50 per cent more than 
the Government-prescribed limit for 
the campaign, and the response of the 
Government, raises serious concerns 
about the integrity of the entire pro¬ 
cess. 

I have acted as election agent for 
political candidates in the past and I 
know the rules that apply. I can safely 
say that any such actions of overspend¬ 


ing I have heard of were dealt with by 
way of punitive actions within a few 
months. It is alarming that this inci¬ 
dent was not dealt with promptly. 

Mrs May’s assertion that she be¬ 
lieves that it did not affect the out¬ 
come, in my view is highly unlikely. If 
a candidate spends more than 50 per 
cent more than his or her rival, it gives 
them a massive advantage. 

The Leave campaign victory was 
five per cent. This equates to only 2.5 
per cent either way. Well within what 


an extra 50 per cent in funding would 
achieve. 

Add to that Nigel Farage’s uncom¬ 
fortably close relationship with Donald 
Trump at the time of the referendum, I 
wouldn’t be surprised if there has been 
interference by way of funding, advi¬ 
sory assistance, or both. The process is 
beginning to look as honest as Austral¬ 
ian cricket. Therefore we should defi¬ 
nitely have a second referendum. 

MICHAEL CLIFF 

Wall Heath 


Borrow to LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

solve crisis 


POST 


over homes 

WHILE Dudley Council 
might be celebrating the 
building of ‘dozens of new 
council homes’, it doesn’t 
even replace the hundreds 
they sell off each year under 
the Right-to-Buy scheme. 

The headlines suggest our 
council is doing something 
about providing enough 
affordable homes, when in 
reality it continues to get 
worse. ‘Generation Rent’ is 
a reality for younger adults, 
who often end up in expen¬ 
sive ‘rip-off private rented 
properties, unable to save 
for a deposit to buy, or face 
the prospect of living with 
their parents into their 30s. 
Or even worse, the streets 
await. 

The solution is simple. 
If the Government simply 
removed the restrictions 
on council’s borrowing to 
build, and accounted for this 
the same as Germany and 
France, hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of new eco-friendly 
affordable homes could be 
built, without costing the 
tax-payer a penny. 

TONY BARNSLEY 
Dudley 


EMAIL 


Dudley Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, dudley.chrons@ 

51-53 Queen Street expressandstar.co.uk 

Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Code of Practice: 

Our policy is to correct errors as 
soon as we can. 

The Chronicles adhere to the 
Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www. 
ipso.co.uk. 

If you are unhappy with the accu¬ 
racy of a story, write to The Editor, 
Chronicles, 51-53 Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 





If we cannot reach a resolution 
contact Ipso at complaints@ipso. 
co.uk or by post at Ipso, c/o Gate 
House, 1 Farringdon Street, Lon¬ 
don, EC4M 7LG 


City estate's link to 
classical music great 

THE classical music scene is presently celebrating the cen¬ 
tenary of the death of the great French composer Claude 
Debussy. Readers may be interested to know that there is a 
Wolverhampton connection to the great man. 

In 1888 the international singer Maggie Teyte was born 
and spent her early years living on the Cortaulds estate. 

By the time she reached teenage years the family had 
moved to London and Maggie was developing as a talented 
singer. She came to the notice of the Opera Comique in 
Paris which brought her to the attention of Debussy who 
was looking for a replacement for the lead role in his new 
opera Pelleas and Melisande. Maggie Teyte was a great suc¬ 
cess. What an achievement from her humble beginnings. 
MR ADRING 
Kingswinford 


We must all 
now stand 
together 

HAVING read most of the 
correspondence regarding 
Brexit, I feel that it is time 
to add my thoughts. 

When we voted to go into 
Europe, we voted for a Free 
Trade Association, which I 
supported, although Gen¬ 
eral de Gaulle was reluctant 
to have us. At the referen¬ 
dum, I voted to leave, be¬ 
cause the association which 
we joined had become an 
United States of Europe in 
all but name. We were being 
told what to do by a load 
of unelected people all of 
whom had their own agen¬ 
das. 

It was becoming apparent 
that we were only wanted 
because of the money which 
we were putting in. I wish 
that now, the people in our 
country would stop talking 
us down. We stood on our 
own for a long time during 
World War Two in the face 
of Hitler’s evil. If we stood 
together again, I feel that 
we could once again be a 
strong, albeit small country. 
LEN HALES 
Cradley Heath 
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Traditional & 
Modern Memorials 

• Restorations 

• Repairs • ReGilds 

• New Memorials 

• Added Inscriptions 

• Hand Carved 
Lettering Expert 

• One Off Designs 

• Photoplaques 

• House name plaques 

Unsafe Memorials fitted to 
health and safety standards 

• All work carried out by award winning Artist 
with Over 30 years experience 

• Like for like quotes beaten 

Marble & Granite for all uses 

Showroom & Workshop at: 

SOMERS ROAD, HALESOWEN, 
WEST MIDLANDS B62 8EN 

0121 550 4235 

www.halestonememorials.co.uk 


(FURNITURE 

EMPORIUM 


Custom Handmade Sofa’s 
Made to measure 



We stock a superb range of Leather and Fabric Suites 

We are bigger than we look! Come and visit our 8000 sq ft showroom 


6 easy steps to buy your 
handmade made to measure sofa. 


Select from 50 designs 
all available as corner 
sofas and bed sofas 



Save hundreds of 
pounds when buying 
direct from 
the manufactures 


✓ Dining ✓ Bedroom Furniture 

✓ Beds ✓ Italian Furniture 

✓ Sofas ✓ Flooring 

✓ Carpets ✓ Lighting 

Brand New Carpet Showroom Now Open 

Stourbridge Road, Halesowen 

(Opposite The King Edward Pub) 

Tel: 0121448 4340 

Opening Times: Mon-Sat 10.30am-6.00pm - Sun 1.00am-4.00pm 

f www.the-furnitureemporium.com y 

Pictures for illustration purposes only 


SALE NOW ON 
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UP TO 

SELECTED KITCHE 


the 

Kitchen Centre 


>WN II 


2 Albert Road, Birmingham B17 OAN 

Tel: 0121 681 5553 
Open Monday to Saturday 9.30am to 5pm 
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increase in the number of 


Hello baby... it’s the zoo’s new arrival 

First lemur 
baby at zoo 
for 21 years 

STAFF at Dudley Zoo are celebrating 
the birth of the first black and white 
ruffed lemur at the attraction in more 
than 20 years. 

The lemur was born to first-time 
mother Olivia and dad Broom at the 
zoo on March 14. 

The black and white ruffed lemur 
- which is classed as critically endan¬ 
gered in the wild - has only just been 
spotted popping out of its nesting box 
in the last few days. The currently un¬ 
named lemur is yet to be sexed. 

The last were born at the zoo in 
May 1997, twins Tony and Cherie - 
named as Tony Blair became Prime 
Minister. 

Pat Stevens, section leader of upper 
primates, said: “It has been over 20 
years and we are absolutely thrilled. 

“They are the only primates whose 
babies stay in the nest for the first few 
weeks of their lives and it was won¬ 
derful to see our new little one make 
an appearance for Easter.” 

Sporty store 

STAFF at a Black Country supermar¬ 
ket are celebrating after raising more 
than £1,700 for Sport Relief. 

The team at Sainsbury’s in Am- 
blecote took part in a variety of fund¬ 
raising activities during the weeks in 
the lead-up to Sport Relief on March 
23. The store’s activities included 
a trampolining and hula hoop chal¬ 
lenge. 


hate crimes reported to police 


I will miss my pal ‘the Crafty Cockney’ 



‘We’ll never see anybody of his like again’ says Nigel Pearson seen with Eric Bristow during a darts event held in Brierley Hill 


‘WE’LL never see anybody like Eric 
again - he was the image of darts for 
20 years.’ 

Darts stars from the Black Country 
have paid hailed the legacy of five-time 
world champion Eric Bristow after his 
death aged just 60. 

The popular player, known as the 
Crafty Cockney, died after suffering a 
heart attack in Liverpool. 

Sky Sports and Talk Sport commen¬ 
tator Nigel Pearson described Bris¬ 


tow as a one-off. Nigel, who studied 
at Kingswinford School and Dudley 
College, worked alongside Bristow for 
years on the darts commentary circuit. 

He said: “I’m humbled and proud 
to have worked with Eric on TV and 
at exhibitions for a number of years. 
What people saw on TV was exactly 
what he was like. He always told it 
how it was - whether in public or at 
the breakfast table. 

“My life is certainly richer for meet¬ 


ing Eric and getting to know him and 
work with him. To think I’ll never see 
him again is awful - and we’ll never 
see anybody of his like again, that’s 
for sure.” 

Born in London, Bristow later relo¬ 
cated to Staffordshire. He was one of 
the 16 rebel darts players who left the 
BDO in 1993 and helped set up a new 
governing body - the PDC. This set the 
sport on the path to professionalism, 
greater TV revenue and huge crowds. 


REPORTS of hate crime in the Black Country rose 11 per 
cent last year, according to new police figures. 

A Freedom of Information request found there were 1,633 hate 
crimes reported in the four boroughs last year - compared to 1,472 
in 2016. Walsall saw the largest growth in hate crime reports, with 74 
more last year than 2016 while in Dudley there were 291 in 2017 up 
from 251 the previous year. 

The figures show Wolverhampton 
actually recorded fewer reports, with 
375 in 2017 compared to 389 the pre¬ 
vious year, but Sandwell saw 624 re¬ 
ports in 2017 compared to 463 in 2016. 

The total increase of 161 reports 
across the Black Country works out as 
an 11 per cent year-on-year rise. 

Midlands MP Preet Gill,who is a for¬ 
mer Sandwell Council cabinet mem¬ 
ber, said hate crime has been on the 
rise since the EU Referendum in 2016. 

She said: “I think we’ve seen so 
much hate recently and it’s been on 
the increase since the referendum 
decision. We’ve also seen a lot more 
online hate which has increased mas¬ 
sively - particularly against women. On 
the one hand it’s positive that more 
people are reporting these things, but 
the problem is still there and it’s much 
bigger than we think it is.” 

West Midlands Police and Crime 
Commissioner David Jamieson said: 

“We are all extremely proud that the 
Black Country is a diverse area, where 
people from different backgrounds 
and cultures get on. That will not be 
allowed to change. Hate crime is not 
acceptable and tackling it is a priority. 

“People in the West Midlands have 
different views on certain issues, but 
one thing that unites us is that we 
are tolerant, decent people who get 
on with each other. Hate crimes have 
been committed by a tiny minority of 
people.” 


£250kfund 
to support 
crimevictims 


ORGANISATIONS supporting vic¬ 
tims of crime are being invited to ap¬ 
ply for up to £20,000 funding. 

West Midlands Police and Crime 
Commissioner David Jamieson set up 
a victim’s fund about four years ago, 
which pays for support services for 
people traumatised by crime. 

This year £250,000 is available and 
will be spent offering help to victims 
of domestic violence, sexual abuse, 
volume crime, child sexual exploita¬ 
tion, female genital mutilation, forced 
marriage and honour based violence, 
hate crime, fatal road traffic collisions 
and modern slavery. 

Funding of up to £20,000 is availa¬ 
ble for each voluntary or community 
group that helps people cope. Mr 
Jamieson said: “Supporting victims 
of crime is one of my top priorities.” 

The deadline for applications 
is 5pm, June 1, at www.westmid 
lands-pcc.gov.uk/victimsfundl819 


PflQCIir PEAR TREE LANE, DUDLEY 

DY20QU* 01384 571 879 


OPEN MON-SAT 9.30AM - 6PM • SUNDAY 10.00AM - 4PM 


Cooking 


Laundry 


RANGE COOKERS SINGLE OVENS 


GAS COOKERS 


TUMBLE DRYERS DISHWASHERS 



CHEST 

FREEZERS 



FRIDGE 


FREEZERS 





WASHING 

MACHINES 


Integrated Appliances 



INTEGRATED HOBS INTEGRATED WASHING iMTFRRATFn • 
MACHINES cninSr «* * 

♦ 1 - 



FRIDGE 

FREEZERS 



FREE STANDARD 
DELIVERY 

ON PURCHASES OVER £150.00 WITH 
THIS VOUCHER 
VALID UNTIL 

SUNDAY 22 nd APRIL 2018 
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BIRMINGHAM 

Upper Trinity Street 
Birmingham B9 4EG 
0121 773 6361 


WALSALL 

Unit 17-19 

Victorian Arcade WS1 1 RE 
01922 279927 


ERDINGTON 

1-41 Sutton Road 
Erdington B23 6QH 
0121 448 0202 


STOP PAIN 

With our specialist in Acupuncture, 
Acupressure, Cupping & Ear Candle 



We can help if you 

• Suffer with pains in neck, 
shoulder, elbow, lower back & 
knee 

• Suffer with pain or arthritis, 
trapped nervous, soft tissue 
injury & sciatica 

• Suffer with pain from swollen 
joints after operations such 
as hip replacement and knee 
replacement 

• Suffer with overweight 


We can also help 

• Infertile couples to get 
pregnant with a high 
success rate through 
acupuncture and herbs 

• Infertile couples improving 
egg quality and sperm 
count prior to IVF treatment 

Or any symptoms you are 
not sure of, visit us for a 
confidential consultation or 
telephone for an appointment 



Tang Herbal Care 


UK Registered 
20 Years Experience 

Open 10.30-5.30 
Monday - Saturday 


Extended guarantee available • Members of Retra • Pictures for illustration purposes only • Prices subject to availability • Sirius Retailer of the Year 2012 


„ www.borshchelectric.co.uk MFC 


10B Peckingham Street, Halesowen 0121 585 9393 






























































Get expert advice from trusted professionals at Rydale Windows (Manufacturing) Limited 


Window firm with a wealth of experience 


Investing in new windows and doors or a 
conservatory is a huge commitment, so it 
is vital to get expert advice from trusted 
professionals. 

Rydale Windows (Manufacturing) Limited 
have a wealth of experience and will spend time 
with you, thoroughly discussing your options. 

Offering a 10-year insurance backed 
guarantee, they will never ask for a deposit or 
stage payments - with customers only paying 
after the installation is complete. 

And after they’ve left you to enjoy your new 
purchase, they won’t just walk off into the 


sunset. In the unlikely event of something 
going wrong with your windows, doors or 
conservatory you’ll be fully covered for after 
care with your guarantee. 

The company, which is based in Halesowen, 
can also assist with repairs and maintenance 
problems with your current windows, doors 
and conservatories regardless of who originally 
fitted them. 

These are people who definitely know what 
they’re doing! 

And, if you’re scratching your head for ideas 
on how to fund your new project, they can 


give you some help. A company spokesman 
said: “A Barclays Home Improvement Account 
offers you the ideal way to fund your home 
improvement.” 

Rydale Windows (Manufacturing) Ltd’s 
products are fabricated ‘in house’, utilising 
their own specialist PVCu manufacturing plant. 
The company has over 30 years experience, 
and are a major supplier of quality PVCu 
installations of windows, doors, conservatories, 
porches, orangeries and fascia and soffit 
boards throughout the West Midlands. 

“All installations are fully supervised from 


initial design through to final installation by 
expert Rydale operatives,” added the company 
spokesman. 

The team of expert fitters have a wealth of 
experience and are recommended for their 
polite, courteous and tidy approach. 

Rydale Windows (Manufacturing) Ltd is 
Certass registered and Fair Trades and No 
Rogue Traders Here approved. 

In addition the company is fully compliant with 
Document L Building Regulations. 

“Our approach ensures a consistently high 
level of quality control and also allows our 


customers to achieve considerable savings 
by buying direct,” added their company 
spokesman. 

Their A rated windows, which reduce heat 
loss by more than 20 per cent, are fitted as 
standard and can save over £250 off your 
heating bill in the first year alone. 

At Rydale Windows they take security very 
seriously. “All of our doors and windows are 
fitted with high security multi point locks.” 

For further information contact Rydale 
Windows (Manufacturing) Limited on 0800 917 
6060 or visit www.rydalewindows.co.uk 



tiui liUsUt 


Order a conservatory or full 
house of windows and you 
will get a full valeting service 
on your guttering or windows 
or conservatory totally FREE. 


Valeting Services now 
available to restore all 
your uPVG products. 
Guttering and Driveways 
valeting available. 


Supply only 
Available to 
the trade on all 
our products 


Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 


WindowsftD oorsTyCoi 
Prangeries flpprches 1 
and Soffit 'Boards! 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON APRIL INSTALLATIONS 


Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 
Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS 
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© Top Quality A Rated 

Products At Great!Rnces 

No 

© Yale Locking Systems 
© Swish Window & Door Systems 
© Payment On Completion 
© Full 10 Year Guarantee 


Make the right choice for your new windows, conservatories, orangeries and porches. 


© No Deposit Required 


Carera do not use high pressure salesmen, it has had the same owner since it opened in 1989. 
Call them now for your FREE no obligation quotations. Our visit takes approximately 20-30 minutes 



Visit our large beautiful showroom with all products on display for a warm welcome 

Proud to have worked with 


build 


WINDOWS ■ DOORS ■ PORCHES ■ ORANGERIES ■ CONSERVATORIES 



24, Junction Rd, Audnam, Stourbridge DY8 4YJ 

Telephone: 01384 442 490 

www.carerawindows.co.uk 


FENSA 


Registered Company 































Dumped canal dog 
finds a new home 



The dog with firefighters after being rescued by 
firefighters. Credit: @Oldburyfire 


AN abandoned dog which was found wondering over a 
frozen Black Country canal during Arctic conditions has 
been given a new home. Firefighters had to rescue the dog, 
thought to be an Akita breed, after the alarm was raised by 
a concerned member of the public. 

Watch commander Adam Joyce, of Oldbury Fire Station, 
suspected the ‘old boy’ might have been ‘kicked out’ by his 
owners. But it has been a happy ending after the canine 
was found a new home. After being rescued, he was taken 
to vets who checked him over before he was taken to ken¬ 
nels. From there he was spotted by his new owners. 

Firefighters were told of the good news by K9 Search UK. 

Commander Joyce said: “He looked quite nervous and 
distressed but he has got a big coat. He is like a bear.” The 
dog - who was not micro-chipped - was found wandering 
over the frozen waters of the Birmingham Canal next to 
Hainge Road in Tividale on March 2. 


Taxi drivers 
furious over 
city’s boom 
in licences 

TAXI drivers in Dudley claim they are are los¬ 
ing out after Wolverhampton council granted 
more than 4,000 licences in just one year. 

They say cabbies are flocking to the city council 
for licences because of its super-fast online applica¬ 
tion process, which takes 20 working days or less 
and costs just £69. 

The key fact it that once 
they have their licence they 
are not required to operate 
only in Wolverhampton. 

It has been branded a 
‘joke’ by Shaz Saleem, who 
is the adviser for the West 
Midland Drivers’ Associa¬ 
tion, which looks after 4,000 
cab drivers. 

Mr Saleem claimed some 
taxi drivers were taking 
advantage of a ‘loophole’, 
which allows applicants to 
receive new licences in Wol¬ 
verhampton despite having 
it revoked by other councils. 

Now it is claimed taxi 
drivers in neighbouring bor¬ 
oughs like Dudley are miss¬ 
ing out on fares because of 
the increase in cabs on the 
roads. 

Drivers cannot apply on¬ 
line in Walsall or Sandwell. 

But they can submit their 


byflnnabal Bagdi 

application online in Dud¬ 
ley. However, all three are 
more expensive than Wol¬ 
verhampton. 

It has proved lucrative 
for Wolverhampton, which 
made £1.29 million from 
taxi licensing in 2016/17. 

Licensing manager Chris 
Howell said the council took 
passenger safety ‘extremely 
seriously’. 

“Wolverhampton coun¬ 
cil has invested in a state- 
of-the-art online system 
which enables us to pro¬ 
cess licences much faster 
than most other areas. 
This makes us an attractive 
proposition to drivers. Our 
standards are among the 
best anywhere in the coun¬ 
try and have been recog¬ 
nised by the Home Office.” 
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THE LOCAL SPECIALIST IN BATHROOM 
REFURBISHMENT 
We want your choice to be us. 


hi 




We offer a free no obligation 
home visit and on the spot price 
within 48 hrs of your call 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 

Showroom also at 
39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
www.yourchoice-bathrooms.co.uk 


SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 


Hagley Kite hens 

Beautiful Kitchens, Bathrooms and Bedrooms, designed with imagination and fitted with care \ 


i 



"Hagley Kitchens took care of everything in our fantastically designed modern kitchen... 
...Graham and his team made everything simple." Pam & Steve Hughes, Rowley Regis 

"Graham gave u s our perfect kitchen, a great local company. 

^'Hagley Kitchens created the kitchen we have always dreamed of, 
and his team completed the installation and tiling to a perfect I 
finish... Thank You." Wayne & Julie, Wordsley 

"Nothing was too much trouble" Doreen Coley - Hayley Green 


> Over^St Made 

40Years 
of Happy 
Customers 


Guaranteed unbeatable on price 


www.HagleyKitchens.co.uk 


INSTall^i lON • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 




e-club 

HAIRCIUB 


Full Colour 
Eyebrow Wax 
Cut & Blow dry 
Short Hair £35 

Adult Cut 
£6 

Full head foils 
Toner 

Cut&Blowdry 
Short Hair £50 

Eyebrow 
Waxing or 
Threading 
£3 

Regrowth 

£10 

Child Cut 
£6 

Skin Fade 
£12 

Full Colour 
(Short) 
£15 

10 Foils 
£10 


NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY 


Unit L20, Lower Mall (Next to Poundland) 
Merry Hill Centre, Brierley Hill DY5 1SH. 
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Museum and gallery to re-open 
as council staff training base 


THE former Dudley Museum and Art Gallery building is to be 
brought back into use as a council staff training base. 

Bosses are pressing ahead with plans to re-open the landmark build¬ 
ing, which closed after more than a century under cost-cutting meas¬ 
ures. 

The building in St James’s Road will become an ‘innovation hub’ which will 
also host events such as conferences. 

Councillor Ian Kettle, the Conservative-run authority’s regeneration boss, 
said he believed the move would make good use of the former museum and 
gallery building. 

Bosses have previously discussed what should be done with the historic build¬ 


ing but it has remained largely unused 

Ross on Black 
Country beat 

POLICE in the Black Country were 
joined by a special guest on their pa¬ 
trols. Former EastEnders actor Ross 
Kemp followed officers on the job as 
part of a new TV show. 

The TV hard man, who has since 
gone on to forge a successful present¬ 
ing career, posed for a picture with 
West Midlands Police officers after 
joining them on their patrols. 

The force’s Wolverhampton and 
Walsall Response account tweeted: 
“Ross Kemp and the production team 
where filming us doing our jobs. We 
should say thank you to them for tak¬ 
ing the time to talk to the public. No 
one was pushed away or told no to a 
selfie. What a genuinely decent celeb¬ 
rity.” 

Kemp was also spotted popping into 
McDonald’s restaurants at Bentley 
Bridge and in Stourbridge. 


since its controversial closure in Decem¬ 
ber 2016. 

Councillor Kettle said: “I under¬ 
stand it is being altered and used as 
a training centre. It will be more con¬ 
venient for a lot of staff who work in 
Dudley. Parts of it would be used for 
training council staff and briefings. 

“It was a tired building and I think 
it needs regenerating into a more mod¬ 
ern facility. It needs smartening up 
and I’m all in favour of it being used 
in this way.” 

Displays and collections were shifted 
from the museum and art gallery to 
the Dudley Archives on Tipton Road 
following the closure. 

The museum had been a fixture 
in Dudley since 1912 but was closed 
the council in a bid to save £150,000 
a year. A campaign was launched to 
save it but bosses went ahead with the 
closure. 

Labour councillor Khurshid Ahmed 
said: “We want to maximise the in¬ 
come and opportunities there. The 
more staff training and conferences 
there are, the more people will attend 
the building and make full use of it. 
I welcome opportunities to utilise it 
properly and generate the necessary 
income.” 



Runners were all smiles at start of the rescheduled annual charity race in Dudley last weekend 


A CHARITY race, postponed due to 
snow, took place at the weekend, at¬ 
tracting almost 300 runners. 

The Action Heart 5 raised around 
£7,000 for the charity, which runs a 
cardiac rehabilitation programme at 
Russells Hall Hospital in Dudley. 

On Sunday, 280 runners set off from 


the start line at Russells Hall Hospi¬ 
tal, before heading into Dudley, down 
Himley Road and into Pensnett. It 
finished back at the start with crowds 
cheering as the runners came in. 

Joy Brown, from Action Heart, said: 
“It went very well and was well-at¬ 
tended considering it had to be re¬ 


scheduled. The amount raised will go 
toward the charity’s work helping peo¬ 
ple who are in cardiac rehabilitation.” 

The race was originally due to take 
place in March, but was called off due 
to the arctic conditions. 

The Action Heart Centre is based at 
the hospital. 


Seven new 
rail stations 
are planned 

SEVEN new railway stations are on 
the way for the West Midlands, in¬ 
cluding one at Merry Hill shopping 
centre and another at West Midland 
Safari Park. 

The multi-million pound overhaul 
could also include two stations be¬ 
tween Wolverhampton and Walsall, 
it has been confirmed. One of those 
could see the revival of Willenhall sta¬ 
tion in Bilston Street while the other 
could be the reopening of Darlaston’s 
James Bridge station. 

A new train and Metro station at 
the Merry Hill shopping centre in 
Brierley Hill could mean passengers 
would be able to get to the shopping 
centre by train for the first time. 

Heritage 

Meanwhile West Midlands Railway 
trains would also run on the Severn 
Valley Railway line for the first time 
to serve a new station at West Mid¬ 
land Safari Park. 

The main line would link up with 
the Severn Valley heritage line from 
Stourbridge under plans, said West 
Midland Railways spokesman Nick 
Brown. 

The proposals rest on the outcome 
of ‘feasibility assessments’, say the 
operator, which has now officially 
taken control of Wolverhampton Rail¬ 
way Station from Virgin Trains. 

Goat Girl to rock 
Brum pub venue 

HIGHLY-RATED new band Goat Girl 
are in concert at Kings Heath venue 
the Hare and Hounds on Monday. 

The south London four-piece re¬ 
leased their self-titled debut album 
last week on the Rough Trade label. 
This headlining tour comes after sup¬ 
port slots with The Fall and Parquet 
Courts. 
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Offroad Wheelchair Level Find us on 
Parking Friendly Access FACEBOOK 


Qenture 

•Clinic 


Visit our websites 
for more information: 


Are you fed up with multiple failing teeth? 
Suffer from denture stability problems? 
We may be able to offer a solution at our.. 


info 


Saturday 
21st April 


Join us on the day with no cost or obligation and see how our 
creative, cutting edge dentistry such as implant supported 
dentures and the “teeth in a day” procedure, have changed 
the lives of many patients with multiple failing teeth, like the 
satisfied clients below. 

Meet our talented and friendly team, tour the practice and 
discover how we could change your life in 2018. 




r 


(Attendance by FREE reservation only. Limited places available) 


North Street t 
Dental and ‘ 
Implant Clinic 


¥ 


North St. Dental Clinic, 5 North Street, Dudley, West Midlands, DY2 7DT 

Denture Clinic also available at: Richmond House, 112 Richmond Road, Wolverhampton, WV3 9JJ 


www.denture-clinic.co.uk 


www.northstreetdentalclinic.co.uk 


To book an appointment or 
reserve an event place call: 


0800 0285185 
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Next phase of Paradise set to start 



Bird’s eye view from a crane across the Paradise Birmingham site where offices are due for completion next year 


TWO new tower cranes are taking their place on Birming- It is an eight storey, 183,000 sq ft building that will have 
ham’s skyline as the next construction phase of the Para- restaurant, bar and retail spaces at ground level, 
dise redevelopment swings into action. It will complete the first phase of Paradise Birming- 

The second building at Paradise, Two Chamberlain ham that also includes the 172,000 sq ft One Chamberlain 
Square, is currently having a pair of tower cranes installed Square that is fully let to PwC and is due for hand-over to 
on site to help it towards completion in 2019. the firm next year. 


Brum's £25m Games fee 


BIRMINGHAM shelled out 
£25 million to become host 
city for the 2022 Common¬ 
wealth Games, it has been 
revealed. 

The city agreed to a £20m host¬ 
ing fee, plus a £5m grant for de¬ 
velopment work. 

That is nearly £10m more than the 
original host city, Durban, had of¬ 


fered to the Commonwealth Games 
Federation. Durban was stripped of 
the Games last year - paving the way 
for Birmingham’s successful bid. The 
South African bid had failed to meet 
the deadlines to pay any instalments 
of the £10.5m they were supposed to 
pay to host the event. 

Birmingham paid a first instalment 
of £4m almost immediately after they 
were awarded the Commonwealth 
Games last December. That payment 


left them with £2.1m reserves in the 
bank. Commonwealth Games chief 
operating officer Darren Hall told a 
meeting held at the current Games 
host in the Gold Coast the organisa¬ 
tion’s ‘cash flow challenges were se¬ 
verely advanced’. 

Meanwhile, rehearsals are under 
way for more than 2,000 young people 
from across the region. They will take 
part in the ceremony which will mark 
the end of the Gold Coast games. 


?lumb 

Serve 

Plumbing & Heating 


Property 

Serve 

For all your Property Needs! 
All qualified and 
experienced tradesmen 


SPECIALISTS 


Exchange your Combi Boiler for 
an Ideal Vogue Boiler witha 
10 year warranty and receive the 
following- 

• Free Wireless Thermostat 
• Free First Service 
• Free Boilermag Filter!!!!! 


Under Floor Heating 
^LPGWork 

•do Taps, Toilets, Baths & Waste 
Full Bathroom/En Suites Installed 
•^ Radiators Fitted/Removed 
-4H Cookers & Fires, Installed & Serviced 
Boiler & Full Central Heating Systems 
•^ Installed and Serviced 
Landlord Safety Checks 


1 24hr call out Call us on 

01384 621765 / 07513094763 


Full/Partial Property 
^Refurbishments 
^Plastering 
^Tiling 

Bathroom and Kitchens 
^Loft Ladders/Floor Boarding 
^Property Alterations 
^ Underfloor Heating 
^ Electricians 
Sound Proofing 

Hilly Insured 
All Work Guaranteed 

Call now for details on Tax exempt 
disabled modifications inc. Wet 
Rooms and Widened Access 


24 hour call out 

01384 621765 


Card payments accepted 07513 094763 


HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd. 



QUALITY I VALUE I SERVICE 


Full Window 
Wizard Services 
Available 


INUTEN 
FRONT DOOR 



• Your NEW windows will sparkle this Spring 

* It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 

~ Jtt _____ bj 


Supply 

only 


INUTEN 
BACK DOOR 


in WHITE 
From Only 



...Supply 

only 


6 FLAT 
WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 

From Only 



... including 
Fitting AND VAT! 



• Misted Units 
Replaced 

• Broken Hinges 

• Door 
Adjustment 

• New Locks 
Installed 


Call for 
further details 

0121 421 7001 


Yfascias y'soffits ^guttering 



• Your local well established business offering 
top quality products and service 

• No payment until completion 

• Call us now for a great deal on your 
new windows and doors 

• Visit our showroom 

• Deal direct with the owner 



ItL to be 


HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd. 

- QUALITY I VALUE I SERVICE - 


SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm 
Sat - 10.00am - 1,00pm 

PHONELINES OPEN: 9.00am 9.00pm 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA TRADE 

Telephone: 0121 421 7001 • 0121 421 2104 WELCOME 


FENSA 

Registered 30179 


"We will Beat ANY Genuine Written Quote" > ' ' ? - 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, April 12, 2018 































































Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, April 12, 2018 


14 



Tall Ships Regatta 

City of Liverpool 

Departing Saturday 26 May 

From Halesowen & Stourbridge 


The Flying Scotsman 

& Classic Cambridge 

Departing Thursday 27 Sep 

From Dudley, Halesowen & Stourbridge 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 2 nights DBB at a selected hotel, 

North West area 

✓ Excursion to Liverpool to see the Tall Ships 
Regatta on Sunday and Parade of Sail on 
Monday 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 2 nights DBB at our selected hotel 

✓ Exclusive train journey behind the Flying 
I Scotsman on the Nene Valley Railway 

✓ En-route visit to Cambridge 


3 Days 

By Coach 


now only 

£ 140 


3 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 230 


Coach package holidays are subject to Just Go! Holidays terms and conditions which are based on the Bonded Coach Holiday Group Trading Charter. Tours offered subject to 
availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


03332 341 875 Quote JGRT 

or visit online at: justgoholidays.com/RT 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 



Actors Maggie McCarthy, Carli Norris, Michael Hanratty and Annabel Smith at Bantock House 


THIS intriguing adaptation of Henry 
James’ classic ghost story, or - de¬ 
pending on your view - psychological 
thriller, is an eloquent play but sadly 
lacking in chills. 

The 1898 novella has been made 
into an opera, a classic 1961 film The 
Innocents and is also an inspiration 
for Susan Hill’s The Woman In Black 
and Nicole Kidman movie The Others 

Adapter Tim Luscombe has chosen 
to frame the tale about a ‘haunted’ 
Victorian governess as a series of 
flashbacks when the 50-year-old 
teacher is confronted about a dark 
and apparently shameful episode that 
took place 30 years earlier when she 


TURN OF THE SCREW, 
WOLVERHAMPTON GRAND 

cared for two orphaned children in a 
country mansion. The Governess soon 
becomes convinced that her young 
charges, Flora and Miles, are under 
the malign influence of the ghosts of 
former governess Miss Jessel and her 
brutish lover, the former valet Quint. 

A very capable cast led by former 
EastEnder Carli Norris as the re¬ 
pressed and increasingly hysterical 
Governess were hampered by the con¬ 
fusing jumps between past and pres¬ 


ent and the bewildering use of the only 
male actor, the impressive young Mi¬ 
chael Hanratty, in three roles - child 
Miles, his caddish uncle and the spec¬ 
tral Quint. 

Economies of scale may have lim¬ 
ited the scope to scare but I can’t help 
thinking a more effective use of light¬ 
ing, a mask or make-up could have 
made the apparitions more creepy. 

However, the play’s sudden tragic 
conclusion left the audience with a 
talking point over whether the phan¬ 
toms ever only existed in the mind of 
the Governess. 

Continues at the Grand to Saturday. 

Leon Burakowski 



STAND OUT 
FROM YOUR 
RIVALS 


Advertise your business 

on the Express & Star website 

www.expressandstar.com 


To find out how you can benefit call 
MNA Digital on 01902 319730 



































































worker at Asda stole 
£2,800 haul of goods 


Julie Oakley with James, aged five months, at the workshop 


MORE than 100 mothers have 
shared their experience of materni¬ 
ty care in the Black Country. 

Senior health professionals met 
up with those attending workshops 
across Dudley and Birmingham in 
efforts to address the re-shaping of 
maternity care within the region. 

The response will help form an 
action plan for Black Country ma¬ 
ternity which will outline how ser¬ 


vices should be run by 2020. Julie 
Oakley, mother of five-month-old 
James, said: “It is really important 
to be able to share my maternity ex¬ 
perience and listen to other moth¬ 
er’s share their stories.” 

Following the events, which took 
place on March 27 in Dudley and 
March 28 in Birmingham, the plan 
will be presented to the Local Ma¬ 
ternity System Board in May. 


A SUPERMARKET worker stole 
almost £3,000 worth of goods in 
six weeks from his employer, a 
court heard. 

Javed Miah worked at the Asda store in 
Dudley for seven months before turning 
to crime, a judge heard. The 25-year-old, 
who was in debt, ordered goods from the 
shop and then arranged for other people to 
pick them up without paying for them. He 
balanced the books by claiming a refund on 
each item but this still left the store with a 
stock shortage. 

Mr Richard McConaghy, prosecuting, ex¬ 
plained that the £2,800 haul included game 
consoles and other electrical goods. 

Miah, who was responsible for the click 
and collect section of the store, as well as 
home deliveries, refused to name those who 
picked up the stolen goods. But he stressed 
they were simply doing him a favour and 
were not involved in the racket. 

Resigned 

It ran between November 22 and De¬ 
cember 31 last year but was uncovered by 
supermarket chiefs, who became alarmed 
by the abnormal number of refunds being 
recorded. 

An internal investigation was launched 
during which the defendant admitted he 
was responsible for the disappearance of 
the items which had been sold. He resigned 
and police were alerted, the court heard. 

Mr Anthony Cartin, defending, said: 
“The refund was sought to cover up the 
original purchase for which money had not 
been taken by the store. Then it was sold by 
him. The till would never be down but the 
stock was. As soon as he was disciplined by 
the store he resigned.” 

Miah from Beechwood Road, West Brom¬ 
wich, who was of previous good character, 
pleaded guilty to fraud by abuse of position 
and was given a community order with 200 
hours of unpaid work. He was also ordered 
to pay £1,000 compensation to Asda. 



Mothers have their say 


'/L\ 


FOR ALL YOUR HEARING REQUIREMENTS 



Multiflex 

tinnitus 


designed to: 


Hearing 
Problems.. 
maybe just 
ear wax? 


Don't suffer 
with Tinnitus, 
there is help 


DON'T 
SUFFER 
IN SILENCE! 

The symptoms of ear wax are 
impaired hearing, dizziness, ear 
pain, a plugged or full sensation 
and ringing in the ear. It is very 
common for ears to become 
blocked with wax, leading to 
discomfort, pain and hearing 
loss. 

You should never attempt to 
self-clean and always seek 
professional advice. We offer 
safe, gentle and effective 
methods of wax removal. 


technology is 
now available 
on Muse™ from 
Starkey Hearing Technologies. 
Muse™ hearing instruments 
create a customisable and 
comforting sound stimulus 
that you and your hearing 
professional can fine-tune to 
soothe the unique, irritating 
sounds you hear. The result is 
personalised sound therapy 


Mask or 
cover 
up your 
tinnitus 


Take your 
focus 
off your 


/ Free Hearing Tests 
/ Hearing Aid Trials 

✓ Hearing Aid Repairs 

✓ Microsuction Ear 
Wax Removal 

/ Tinnitus 
Management 

/ Noise Protection 


Free Coffee Mornings 

Come and talk to 
us over a fresh 
coffee regarding 

f any hearing 
^concerns you 
^ may have... 

[ EVERY/ FRIPAY 
fffiarn to 2pm 


BOOKYOUR 
FREE HEARING 
APPOINTMENT WITH 
US TODAY 

01384 476 306 



Stourbridge 

Hearing 

vs/Centre 


59 High Street 
Stourbridge DY8 IDE 

01384 476 306 


SAVE THE DATES - Experience the latest hearing solution technology for yourself... 
Visit our Special Hearing Events on 8th and 9th May 2018 - Book your appointment today! 



Metropol 


The pot pot 


aCANa 


Forthcrladc 

O 


Royal Canin & James 
Wei I be loved Loyalty 
^ Card Accepted 


www.thebigpetstore.co.uk 

Halesowen 

0121 550 9095 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


FREE PARKING 


Products for DOGS, CATS, 
RABBITS, HAMSTERS, GUINEA-PIGS 
PET BIROS, WILD BIROS, OTHER 
SMALL ANIMALS, FISH & WILDLIFE 


RAW FEED SPECIALISTS 


• 1000’s of Quality Accessories For All Pets 

• Natural Pet Food,Treats and Medicine 

• Free Harness, Collar & Coat Fitting Service 


• Flea and worming treatments In store. 

• Huge selection of dog, cat & bird toys, 
e Hutchos made in the UK, on display. 


* f j§) ,U kT 


Unit 3, Hereward Rise, Halesowen B62 8AN 
www.thebigpetstore.co.uk 


Dudley Council’s Big Switch has 
made it easy to switch energy 
supplier and save. Thousands 
have registered for the hassle 
free scheme, saving up to £300 
on their gas and electricity bills. 


It’s free and easy to 
register for the market 
leading deals on offer. 


Register by 
21 May 2018 


Call Dudley Council Plus* on 

0300 555 2345 


Or you can also register online and find out more 
information at www.dudley.gov.uk/bigswitch 

* Please have a copy of your current bill to hand when calling 
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Appeal to ensure all dogs 


DOG owners across the Black Country 
are being urged to keep their pets on 
leads. 

National charity Guide Dogs has 
launched its ‘Take the Lead’ cam¬ 
paign, calling on owners to keep their 
pets on a lead when a guide dog is 
nearby. 

Seven guide dog attacks were re¬ 


ported in the Shrewsbury, Stafford¬ 
shire and Black Country last year, the 
charity said. 

Guide Dogs researcher Ra¬ 
chel Moxon said: “Guide dogs are 
life-changing for those living with 
sight loss, helping their owners live 
life to the full. 

“Attacks on our dogs destroy confi- 


are on a lead 

dence and can mean a guide dog owner 
once again loses their freedom and in¬ 
dependence. 

“Putting your dog on a lead when 
you see a guide dog working, allows 
you to have more control over the sit¬ 
uation. Even if you know your dog is 
well-behaved, it’s always better to be 
safe than sorry.” 


Mothercare may 
axe third of stores 
in retail downturn 


Play from Down Under 


Lee Morgan-Salcome stars as hiker Joe in Ladies Down Under 


BABYCARE chain Mothercare is 
looking at closing up to a third of 
its UK stores as part of a rescue 
plan for the struggling business. 

It is understood to be discussing a 
possible company voluntary arrange¬ 
ment (CVA) as it looks to slash costs 
by cutting stores and reducing rent 
payments. 

Mothercare has been in talks with its 
lenders for weeks and previously said it is 
looking to reduce its portfolio of UK stores 
to between 80 and 100 from 143 at present. 

It closed its Mander Centre store in Wol¬ 
verhampton 18 months ago and its outlet 
in Shrewsbury four years ago and now has 
stores locally at Merry Hill, Walsall and in 
Stafford, Telford, Tamworth and Solihull. 

Less than a decade ago the chain had 
370 stores nationwide but has suffered 
from competition with the big supermarket 
chains and online retailers. 

It would become the latest in a string of 
high street names to follow the CVA route 
to cutting costs, shutting stores and axing 
jobs, in the wake of fashion chains New 
Look and Select, while Carpetright is con¬ 
sidering the same move. 

So far 2018 has been a nightmare year for 
the retail sector with Toys R Us and Map- 
lin both facing closure after collapsing into 
administration. 

Nightmare 

A Mothercare spokesman said: “As an¬ 
nounced in the update on March 21, the 
discussions with our lenders on the terms 
of our existing financial facilities are pro¬ 
gressing constructively. 

“We expect those discussions to conclude 
before the preliminary results in May, and 
the lenders have agreed to defer the testing 
of our financial covenants that were due on 
March 24. 

“We are also exploring additional sources 
of financing to support and maintain the 
momentum of our transformation pro¬ 
gramme and we are engaged in preliminary 
discussions on securing such additional fi¬ 
nancing.” 

Mothercare has already appointed ac¬ 
countants KPMG to advise on refinancing 
and last week the embattled retailer parted 
company with its chief executive, Mark 
Newton-Jones, replacing him with former 
Tesco man David Wood, who joined Moth¬ 
ercare from US grocery and pharmaceuti¬ 
cals giant Kmart. 


LADIES have gone from rags to 
riches - and now to Australia - in 
a play put on for a drama society’s 
70th anniversary. 

Enville Street Dramatic Society, 
in Stourbridge, are celebrating the 
landmark anniversary by putting 
on a show of Ladies Down Under 
at Amblecote Holy Trinity Church 
Hall from April 18 to 21. 

It is a sequel to last year’s hit per¬ 
formance of Ladies Day, which has 
been nominated for an award by the 
National Operatic and Dramatic As¬ 
sociation Midland Area. 

The society will find out if they 
are successful at an awards cere¬ 


mony at Stourbridge Town Hall on 
Sunday. 

Ladies Down Under, by Amanda 
Whittington, will star the same four 
actresses as Ladies Day with Carey 
Esthop as Pearl, Jo Foley as Jan, 
Sandra Harrold as Shelley and Gay- 
nor Whitehouse as Linda. 

The show follows on from when 
the ladies from Hull won a fortune 
at the races. Now the four are cele¬ 
brating with the trip of a lifetime. 

Tickets cost adults £8 and 
Wednesday evening only con¬ 
cessions cost £6. Visit www.en- 
villestreet dramatic.org.uk or call 
Sue on (01384) 356600. 



Football ground 
safe-standing 
plan is rejected 


WEST Bromwich Albion’s 
application to introduce a 
safe-standing section at The 
Hawthorns next season has 
been rejected. 

The Baggies had offered 
to run a pilot scheme in the 
top tier of the Smethwick 
End for both home and away 
fans. The formal application 
was made in October. 

Clubs in the top two tiers 
of English football must 
have all-seater stadia, but 


the Baggies had hoped to 
capitalise on calls to pilot 
safe-standing and were 
ready to install railed seat¬ 
ing this summer. 

But Minister for Sport, 
Tracey Crouch, says there 
are no plans to change the 
all-seater policy and that 
their pilot is not needed. 
The decision was described 
as ‘short-sighted’ by Mark 
Miles, Albion’s director of 
operations. 


Amy’s marathon 
challenge after 
scare over sight 


A MOTHER is preparing 
to take part in the London 
Marathon despite having al¬ 
most lost her sight. 

Amy Shillingford, aged 
28, from Dudley, is gearing 
up for the big race on April 
22 to raise money for the 
Royal National Institute of 
Blind People. 

She has joined Team 
RNIB after the charity sup¬ 
ported her when she suf¬ 
fered a detached retina four 


years ago which almost left 
left her blind in her right 
eye. But her sight was saved 
with laser treatment and 
surgery. 

The London Marathon 
will be Amy’s first and she 
had to fit training while 
looking after her two chil¬ 
dren, aged six and three. 
Amy hopes to cross the fin¬ 
ish line in four and a half 
hours. See www.justgiving. 
com/amy-shillingford 
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Karate kid Joey is an 
inspiration to patients 


A SCHOOLBOY who battled cancer 
is using his passion for karate to 
help other young patients. 

Joey Kehoe, a pupil at Hagley 
Catholic High School, was diagnosed 
with a brain tumour when he was 
just four. Joey was admitted to Bir¬ 
mingham Children’s Hospital where 
he underwent surgery to remove the 
tumour. 

The specialist neuro-oncology 
team discovered the tumour was 
cancerous meaning a year-long 
course of intense treatment. This 
included 33 rounds of radiotherapy, 
chemotherapy lasting more than 
eight months and more surgery. 

His father Darren, a quantity sur¬ 
veyor, said: “It was a long and ardu¬ 
ous journey, with lots of tough days, 
but we’re so proud that he’s now 
doing so well.” 

Darren and Kathryn, Joey’s mum, 
suggested he go to the Young Gloves 
Karate club in Kidderminster and 
since taking up the martial art in 
2013 he has gone from strength-to- 


strength. Darren, 48, from Stour- 
port, explained: “He had some issues 
following his treatment, as you 
would expect, but sport has really 
helped him to improve his co-ordi¬ 
nation skills and his core strength. 
Most importantly, it’s helped give 
back his confidence and self-esteem. 

“We can’t recommend sports and 
exercise enough as a way of aiding 
recovery - it does amazing things.” 

The neuro-oncology team at the 
hospital runs Sport for All events 
for the young people they care for. 

Senior nurse specialist Sharon 
Beardsmore and her team decided to 
begin hosting the events, which have 
been running since April last year. 

Joey, now a brown belt, was a spe¬ 
cial guest at the latest session run 
by the nurses. Along with his sensei 
(teacher), Justin Thomas, and mem¬ 
bers of his karate club, he delivered 
a ‘boxercise’ class. 

Sharon said: “Joey is a perfect ex¬ 
ample of exercise being a valuable 
tool in rehabilitation.” 



Joey Kehoe, with Sensei Justin Thomas, showed his skills at Birmingham Children’s Hospital 


£30k restoration 
project go-ahead 
for canal bridge 

AN old canal bridge is to be restored after council bosses 
approved £30,000 for the project. 

The cash will bring back to life the Grade 11-listed 
Blackbrook Junction Bridge on the Dudley No.2 Canal 
in Netherton. Netherton councillor Christine Perks wel¬ 
comed the move saying the restoration would benefit the 
area. 

Dudley Council’s cabinet approved the funding at a 
meeting in February with the cash to come from the 
Community Infrastructure Levy. 

It is thought the bridge dates back to the 19th century 
when the canal was built. In its current state the bridge 
is covered by graffiti. 

Councillor Perks said: “I think this is great news. I 
am a great fan of canals and a member of the Canal and 
River Trust. There are some fabulous walks along the ca¬ 
nals. You now see herons flying around the canal. When 
we were children we never saw them. ” 

The bridge forms part of Blackbrook Road which runs 
between Hill Street and Narrowboat Way. The road is 
open to the public but no longer to motor vehicles, said 
Councillor Perks. 

The bridge will be looked after by the Canal and River 
Trust, which maintains waterways around England. 


Carillion 
jobs go but 
10,000 have 
been saved 


ANOTHER two dozen Carillion workers are 
facing redundancy this week, but the num¬ 
ber of jobs saved since the company’s col¬ 
lapse has now topped the 10,000 mark. 

A further 179 former Carillion staff have been 
transferred to new employers taking over contracts 
from the failed Wolverhampton-based construction 


and services group. 

But 23 have been told 
they are ‘no longer require’ 
and will lose their jobs this 
week. 

So far 10,125 jobs have 
been saved and 1,825 jobs 
have been made redundant 
through the liquidation. 

The future of more than 
5,000 former Carillion staff 
still hangs in the balance, 
including more than 200 
still working at the compa¬ 
ny’s headquarters in Wol¬ 
verhampton. 

Sale 

The city centre office 
block itself, which was 
owned by a private property 
company, is now up for sale 
for around £3 million. 

A spokesperson for the 
Official Receiver said: “More 
than 10,000 of Carillion’s 
pre-liquidation workforce 
have now found secure on¬ 
going employment, follow¬ 
ing the transfer of 179 staff 
to new employers. 

“Regretably 23 employ¬ 
ees whose positions are no 
longer required as Caril¬ 
lion’s business transfers to 
new suppliers will leave the 
business later this week. 

“I am continuing to talk 
with potential purchasers 


by Simon Penfold 


for Carillion’s remaining 
contracts and will keep staff, 
elected employee represent¬ 
atives and unions informed 
as these arrangements are 
confirmed.” 

The totals of jobs saved 
and lost does not include 
those attached to contracts 
where a potential buyer has 
declared an intention to 
purchase but the deal has 
yet to be formally sealed. 

Carillion had 450 con¬ 
tracts with Government 
departments and the public 
sector, from school meals 
and cleaning prisons to 
maintenance of thousands 
of Armed Forces homes 
across the UK. 

Meanwhile Britain’s big 
four accountancy firms 
will face fines of up to £10 
million as part of new reg¬ 
ulatory powers aimed at 
clamping down on ‘seriously 
poor audit work’. 

The changes comes amid 
mounting criticism of the 
Financial Reporting Coun¬ 
cil regarding its oversight 
of the accounting profession 
following the collapse of Ca¬ 
rillion. 


Terrifying tales at pub 

AN evening of terrifying tales is promised at a Stourbridge 
pub. The Librarian will perform Walpurgusnacht at Katie 
Fitzgerald’s pub in Enville Street on April 26 at 7.30pm. 

There will be three chilling stores from author A G Smith 
read during the evening. 

The performance is unsuitable for children aged under 
12-years-old and tickets are £10, available on (01384) 
396752. 


■MASSIVE SOFA & THREE| 
PIECE SUITE CLEARANCE 

13 SEATER WITH 2 RECLINER ACTIONSl 


l/IMS £1495 




NOW £395 


CALL IN TODAY TO SEE OUR HUGE RANGE 


HURRY - I T^WON’.TjL'ASTj FOREVER ! 

IF YOU CAN’T COME TO US WE WILL COME TO YOU 

UP TO £1000 PARTi EXCHANGE 
FOR YOUR OLD SUITE 

A Large Selection of Recliners and Riser Recliners also available FROM £495 


Dreamworld 

furniture 


Three Piece Suites, Chairs, 
Beds, Carpets, Dining and 
Bedroom Furniture 


Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm Sun 10.30am-4.30pm • LARGE CAR PARK FREE 


8 Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7HU 
Tel: 01384 295660 
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PAUL KING, 
Head of April 
King Legal 


HOME 
OWNERS 
AGED 50+ 

Protect your home 
from future care 
home fees ^ 


Does this sound familiar to you? 

"We've made our Wills, leaving everything 
to each other first and then to the children." 

These are known as Mirror Wills. Sounds reassuring enough, doesn't it? 
But your children could end up with very little - or even nothing at all. 



If your surviving spouse has to go into care, they 
will have to use their assets to pay for their care 
until they get down to their last £14,250. 
Therefore, it's not a good idea to leave your half 
share of the home to your surviving partner but 
instead leave them the USE of your share. This can 
be achieved by making new Property Trust Wills. 

These legitimate steps must be taken while 
you are both alive and in reasonably good 
mental health. It is therefore important for 
couples to act NOW! 

Most of our clients come to us having already 
made standard Mirror Wills, or they've been 
meaning to make a Will but simply haven't got 
around to it. With Property Trust Wills, yourself 
and your spouse/partner each leave your half 
share of the home to the children in Trust, but 
state that they are not to receive it during the 
lifetime of the surviving spouse/partner. 


This half would then NOT be included in any 
future means test calculations for care fees. 

The surviving spouse is free to sell their share 
of the home, raise cash or move house. Your 
children are powerless to intervene but simply 
have to wait for their inheritance, as they would 
have done previously. 


44 


OUR CLIENTS 
SAY TO US... 

“We've worked hard and saved 
all our lives. Why should the 
Local Authority get it all?" 


99 


April King Legal have prepared a jargon- 
free guide to protecting your hard-earned 
assets. Get in touch for your FREE copy 
today. Your details remain confidential and 
will never be passed to any third party. 

This invaluable information guide explains 
why we do NOT recommend giving the 
house to your children during your lifetime 
(deliberate deprivation) or selling up and 
moving into an annex in their garden! 

It also includes details of Lasting Power of 
Attorney and our special Bloodline Trust 
Wills which help prevent your children and 
grandchildren from losing their inheritance 
due to a child's divorce, remarriage or 
financial difficulties. 


April King has prepared a FREE, no obligation information pack for you. 
Get your copy now from aprilking.co.uk or call us FREE on 


01952 458003 


Calls to this number are free from landlines and mobiles. Lines open Mon-Fri 8am-8pm, Sat & Sun 9am-6pm 
Your local office is: Telford Business Centre, 1 Badhan Court, Castle Street, Hadley, Telford TF1 5QX 


^0 April King 


April King has over 50 offices across the UK. 


Applies to social care in England and Wales 
© April King Legal 2018 








Offering a warm welcome 

Managers Paul and Carol always ensure a warm welcome to 
customers both old and new at Blackheath’s Shoulder of 
Mutton pub. 

For all the sports fans they boast three large TV screens 
featuring all sports on Sky, BT and all BOX OFFICE Events not 
to mention AT THE RACES. 

For those who like ‘doing’ rather than ‘watching’, there is the 
availability of the pool table and dart board. 

Loyalty 

The pub itself boasts a wide range of ciders, lagers, wines 
and spirits including four ‘Real Ales’ which they rotate weekly. 
Regulars very often enjoy ales such as Bathams, AJ Ales, 
Oakham, JHB, Stairway To Heaven and MA Pardoes Entire, 
plus many more! 

The pub also run a loyalty scheme which means customers 
can get lOp back on their card for every pound they spend. 

A pub spokesman added: “With a juke box and free WIFI to 
compliment the regular entertainment every Friday, customers 
cannot ask for much more from a local pub!” 

Lots of exciting upcoming entertainment coming up 
throughout April. Check out their advert for up to date times 
and acts coming up. 




JOIN OUR-N’EjW LOYALTY - 
^ CAR^SCHEIV^Ji^ 

10p back for every £1.00 spent 

rAsk inside for more details 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Card for illustration purposes only. 


SelectiorLof<Real Ales including?] 

Bathams, Burton Bridge, Enville, 
Holdens, Wye Valley 
■ and many more! 


SHOULDER OF MUTTON 

LOYALTY CARD 
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Look out for 
upcoming Bank holiday 
activities here... 

To appear within it 
please contact 
Sarah Childs on 
01384 353258 


Stage 
are in 


roles like this 
my blood.. 


R eturning to Blood Brothers 
is like greeting an old friend 
for actress Lyn Paul, who 
found fame with the New 
Seekers in the early 1970s 
before finding more recent 
success and critical acclaim in the 
long-running West End musical. 

For 20 years, she has played the part of Mrs Johnstone 
at the Phoenix Theatre and on a UK tour. There are times 
when you’d expect her to know it in her sleep. 

“You know what, strangely enough, I was lying in bed 
the other night going through the opening song and I 
reached one part, but for the life of me couldn’t remember 
the rest of it, and I had to get up and go downstairs 
to get the script and go through it! At 4 o’clock in the 
morning, ridiculous! So it’s playing on my mind obviously 
(laughs)!” 

The show will feature at Wolverhampton’s Grand 
Theatre from Monday until April 21, after surpassing 
10,000 performances in London’s West End. 

Fans can look forward to a glitzy production of a 
musical that has been christened the ‘Standing Ovation 
Musical’, with a score including Bright New Day, Marilyn 
Monroe and the emotive hit Tell Me It’s Not True. 

We caught up with Lyn to find out what she loves about 
the new touring production: 

“I will treat it like a new show. Obviously it’s easier 
because I do know what I’m doing and because it is so 
well directed. When I first started it was directed by Bill 
and also Bob Tomson, so all those notes I have I’ve still 
got written down and a lot of that will come back to me 
because I think the way they directed it is just second to 
none. I’m desperately looking forward to going back and 
bringing that with me.” 



Family matters - Lyn stars in the 
acclaimed hit Blood Brothers 



I can relate to her to 
a great extent... 
it just happens 


ULTIMATE 

You played the role of Mrs Johnstone from 1997 right 
up until 2000, then revived it in 2008 and then again in 
2012 for the final two weeks of its West End run - fair to 
say it’s your ultimate role? 

“Oh absolutely, without a shadow of a doubt! Mrs J is 
just me. Everything that she’s going through I feel, the 
way Willy’s (Russell) written it is so easy to get over to 
an audience as it’s actually written as you would speak. 
Sometimes, when people write a script, you look at it and 
think ‘Well, that’s not how I would say it’. But this is so 
perfectly written and so easy, it just flows, and 
I just feel that Mrs J is me, so it makes it very 
easy to play.” 

No doubt a huge factor when accepting 
the role again for the tour? 

“Absolutely. And also, because of Bill 
(Kenwright). When I first played Mrs J, I 
was doing cabaret and he took me aw~'' 
from all that. I wrote to Bill and asked 
him if he would consider me for the 
role of Mrs J, he sent me a letter 
back by return post, and less than 
three weeks later I was waiting on 
the stage at the Phoenix Theatre 
(West End) to start rehearsals and 
I cannot tell you what it did to me. 

I’d never acted and I thought ‘Oh 
my god, I can’t do this!’ .But Bill 
showed so much faith in me that 
I will always go back. He’s only 
got to click his fingers and I’ll be 
straight in, no problem.” 

So it was a chance letter that 
changed your life? 

“Oh yes, absolutely. I didn’t 
know Bill, although I knew Carl 
Wayne, who was The Narrator at 
that point, and he came to see 
me in a cabaret show I was in 
down the road from the Phoenix 
Theatre and he told me ‘You 


know, you should go and audition for Mrs Johnstone’. I 
didn’t even know Blood Brothers, so I asked him about it 
and said ‘I can’t, I don’t act’. But he said I should give it 
a go. So I went back and discussed it with my mum and 
she said ‘Oh, Bill Kenwright, he’s a very nice man’. I said 
‘How do you know? You’ve never met him’, and she said 
‘Well I’ve seen him interviewed and he’s a very nice man, 
write to him!’ Typical Northern mum! So I did, I wrote and 
just said ‘Would you consider seeing me for the role of 
Mrs J, I’m not Liverpudlian but I can get into the accent’, 
gave him all that, and I posted it off. Two days later I got 
a return letter saying ‘Don’t worry about the Liverpudlian 
accent love, we’ll sort that, you don’t need one, you’re a 
Northerner, and I’d love to see you’. And that was it. And, 
from that moment on, we became 
good friends.” 

While Blood Brothers is 
what you’re synonymous 
with, you also toured with 
Cabaret for Bill - how did you 


“I got an email from him which said he’d like to put me 
up for Fraulein Schneider, and how would I feel about it? I 
wrote back and said I would love it, he sent me the script 
and the parts he wanted me to do, asked me to come into 
the office, I went in and went through the songs, went up 
to Bill’s office, we went through the scenes, and that was 
that. Bill has been a very good friend to me and a very 
good boss, he’s been very loyal to me, and I will always 
be there.” 

You starred in Cabaret with Will Young, who 
started out as a pop star like you did - how hard 
or easy was it to develop acting skills, particularly 
, with no experience? 

“Well, you’re not being yourself, it’s totally 
different to standing on stage and being 
yourself and having to make a speech at the 
end of a gig, I’m useless at that. But when you 
go on stage and you’re playing a character, it 
just seems to happen for me. Especially Mrs 
J, because I can relate to her so well being a 
northern mum and having gone through a lot 
of struggles in my life, lots of lows. I can relate 
to her to a great extent, so I feel that it just 
comes, it just happens.” 

Tickets are available from the venue. 


Andy Richardson 

• For more entertainment news and 
reviews see The Ticket in your 
Express & Star every Friday 













Hotting up for a great night 
indie arena with Arcade Fire 


CANADIAN indie rockers Arcade Fire are 
blazing a trail once again with their latest 
album Everything Now, and fans have the 
chance to see them live when they perform 
at the Genting Arena on Sunday. 

Consisting of husband and wife Win Butler and 
Regine Chassagne, along with Win’s younger brother 
William Butler, Richard Reed Parry, Tim Kingsbury 
and Jeremy Gara, all the band’s studio albums have 
received nominations for best alternative music album 
at the Grammys. 

Founded in 2000 by friends and classmates Win 
Butler and Josh Deu, the band came to prominence in 
2004 with the release of their critically acclaimed debut 


album Funeral. Their second studio album, Neon 
Bible, won them the 2008 Meteor Music Award for 
best international album and the 2008 Juno Award for 
alternative album of the year. Their third studio album, 
The Suburbs, was released in 2010 to critical acclaim 
and commercial success, followed by Reflector in 
2013, which was the score for feature film Her, seeing 
band members William Butler and Owen Pallett 
nominated for an Academy Award . 

It’s a unique sound they produce, with members 
playing guitar, drums, bass guitar, piano, violin, 
viola, cello, double bass, xylophone, glockenspiel, 
keyboard, synthesizer, French horn, accordion, 
harp, mandolin and hurdy-gurdy, with the multi¬ 
instrumentalists switching duties throughout the show. 


Music bug took Lisa 
all around the world 


Singer Lisa Stansfield’s 
childhood was the biggest 
influence on her career. 

She grew up listening to the 
classic records that her mother 
played by such artists as Patsy 
Cline, Brenda Lee and Diana Ross. 
“My mum used to listen to that stuff 
all the time. 

“I suppose it was innate - I would 
have been listening to that in her 
tummy. I came out singing it. Those 
are your teachers, all those people.” 

Lisa’s early hits owed much to 
that roster of influences, as All 
Around The World and All Woman 
told stories - just like the records 
performed by her own idols. “I love 


telling stories. Vocally I adopted the 
soul element of the music. Lyrically 
a lot of the time I’m a bit country- 
fied - I do like to tell a tear-jerking 
story. It’s really corny but I think 
there’s a line - if you mess yourself 
up you mess everything up, I’m just 
on the border of it. 

“So I just learned that from a 
really, early age. I just got to know 
the songs off by heart. 

“I supposed when you start 
singing along with something and it 
feels special and it has a sensation, 
an actual physical sensation - it just 
felt incredible. And that sensation 
has just carried on and on. I 
think my mum and dad thought it 
was going to end at some point. 


They sort of 
humoured me 

for a while. But, no, I couldn’t live 
without singing and stuff, really,” 
she says with a sincerity that is 
unshakable. “Singing is a massive 
part of me.” 

She is happy to have strong roots 
in the North of England, though 
she and her husband have lived 
for long periods in New York and 
Ireland. “Me and Ian travelled for so 
long, where we are together that’s 
our home. I didn’t particularly miss 
anywhere. The only time you miss 
something is when you get back 
and you realise you missed it.” 

• Lisa plays at the Symphony 

Hall, Birmingham on Tuesday. 


Baddiel’s family 
affairs on show 

HE’S big mates with West 
Bromwich’s Frank Skinner, 
who lives down his road, 
and now David Baddiel is 
bringing his acclaimed 
one-man-show, My 
Family: Not The Sitcom 
to Dudley Town Hall on 
Thursday. 

Covering subjects 
such as ageing, infidelity, 
dysfunctional relatives, moral 
policing on social media, the show is a massively 
disrespectful celebration of the lives of David 
Baddiel’s late sex-mad mother, Sarah, and 
dementia-ridden father, Colin. 


Ship comes in for 
Sting with musical 

The Last Ship, the acclaimed musical by pop 
superstar Sting comes to Birmingham’s New Alex¬ 
andra Theatre from Monday to Saturday. 

Initially inspired by Sting’s 1991 album The Soul 
Cages and his own childhood experiences, the 
production tells the story of a community amid the 
demise of the shipbuilding industry in Tyne and Wear, 
with the closure of the Swan Hunter shipyard. 

This personal, political and passionate new musical 
from the multiple Grammy Award winner, is an epic 
account of a family, a community and a great act of 
defiance. 

It stars The Upper Hand star Joe McGann, Charlie 
Hardwick, Richard Fleeshman, recently seen as Sky 
Masterson in the UK tour of Guys and Dolls, and 
Frances McNamee. 




SUNDAY BUFFET 

ULTS £9.95 


From 5pm 


(UNDER 8) 


HELP YOURSELF TO AS 
MUCH AS YOU LIKE 

► T&C’s apply 


OVER 


ITEMS 


FRIDAY & SATURDAY 

BANQUET NIGHTS 

Any Starters 
Any Main Course 
Rice & Naan or Veg Side Dish 
Ice Cream & Coffee 

Surcharge for fish, king prawns & Specials 
T & C Apply 


£ 14.95 


per person 



2 FORI 

SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

(Eat in main course only!) 
Surcharge for fish and king prawn 
T&C’s apply 

DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 


67-69 High Street, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3BQ 


www.banglaloungehalesowen.co.uk | TEL: 0121 585 7020 / 501 3816 



Why not visit the winner's of the first pub Halesowen In Bloom. 



5* Award Winning Restaurant Open 7 Days a Week 12 - 9pm 


As Voted by Trip Advisor 

Selling the largest Tomahawk Steak at the cheapest rate!! 

Lunchtime Specials with Bar Snacks & Main Menu Available. 
Loyalty Card’s Available 

Gin Shack - with 12 different Gins to choose from. 


Why Not Street, Off Two Gates, Colley Gate Tel: 01384 561 019 
Visit us on the web: www.thewhynotinn.coni 
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Britain's Got Talent 
(ITV, 8pm) 

Apparently, so impressed were 
the 'powers that be' (including 
Simon Cowell) with Declan 
Donnelly's solo performance at 
the helm of Saturday Night 
Takeaway over the Easter 
weekend, that they decided 
there and then to confirm him 
as the sole host of this year's 
Britain's Got Talent. The 
auditions are, of course, pre¬ 
recorded, meaning the Geordie 
duo will be presenting together 
as usual for the time being. 
Regular viewers will know that, 
at this early stage, there's every 
chance that a true star in the 
making might be found 
amongst the throngs of 
hopefuls auditioning - but there 
will also be no end of people 
whose hopes, dreams and 
ambitions far outweigh their 
actual abilities. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen. 

11.30 Classic Mary Berry. (R) 12.00 
Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News; 

Weather. 1.15 Commonwealth Games 
2018. Highlights of day 10 from 
Queensland. 4.30 Final Score. 5.30 A 
Question of Sport. (R) 

6.00 Doodlebugs. Sketch show in 
which inanimate objects share 
their thoughts on the world. With 
the voices of Kayvan Novak, 
Cardinal Burns, Morgana 
Robinson and Spencer Jones. Last 
in the series. 

6.15 Ready or Not. Something fruity is 
happening at a market stall in 
Plymouth in the game show 
featuring unsuspecting members 
of the public facing surprise 
challenges while going about their 
lives. 

6.45 BBC News. 

6.55 Regional Programme. 

7.05 Pointless Celebrities. Actors 

Danny John-Jules, Nigel Lindsay, 
Liz Carr, Lisa Hammond, Trudie 
Goodwin, Lisa Maxwell, Bill 
Maynard and Tricia Penrose 
compete in the general knowledge 
quiz. 

7.55 Who Dares Wins. Nick Knowles 
presents the game show in which 
two pairs of complete strangers 
team up, each battling to outdo the 
other by listing as much as they 
know about a given subject. 

8.35 Casualty. Bea treats a shopkeeper 
who has collapsed during a 
robbery, but faces a dilemma 
when she begins to suspect two 
brothers in her care are the men 
responsible for the crime. 

9.30 Mrs Brown’s Boys. Agnes ends up 
at the wrong venue after trying to 
gatecrash Maria’s hen party. She 
then tries to impress the bride-to- 
be’s mother during a dinner date, 
but the evening ends in chaos. (R) 

10.00 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.20 Match of the Day. Highlights of 
Tottenham Hotspur v Manchester 
City. 

11.45 Commonwealth Games 2018. JJ 

Chalmers introduces live coverage 
as the 11th and final day of the 
Games continues in Queensland, 
featuring the men’s and women’s 
marathons alongside squash and 
rugby sevens. 

3.30 Commonwealth Games 2018. Live 
netball, squash and rugby sevens on the 
11th and final day. 


BBC2 


6.00 Commonwealth Games 2018. Day 10 
continues with live athletics, netball and 
rugby sevens. 10.00 Commonwealth 
Games 2018. Gabby Logan and Clare 
Balding present live diving and squash on 
day 10. 12.00 Commonwealth Games 
2018. Live diving coverage as day 10 
reaches its conclusion. 1.15 MasterChef: 
The Finals. (R) 2.15 MasterChef: The Finals. 
(R) 3.15 Escape to the Continent. (R) 4.15 
Money for Nothing. (R) 4.45 Flog It! (R) 

5.30 Living with the Brainy Bunch. (R) 

6.30 Today at the Games. Clare Balding 
and Gabby Logan round up the 
best of the action from day 10 of 
the Commonwealth Games in 
Queensland. The men’s and 
women’s 4x100m and 4x400m 
relay finals provided the climax to 
the athletics schedule at the 
Carrara Stadium, and Team 
England harboured medal hopes 
after recent successes at global 
level. Northern Ireland took home 
nine boxing medals in Glasgow 
four years ago, and the likes of 
Michaela Walsh and James 
McGivern were tasked with 
delivering more podium finishes at 
Oxenford Studios. Tom Daley 
attempted to retain his 10m 
platform diving title at Optus 
Aquatic Centre, while champions 
were also crowned in road cycling, 
basketball, squash, shooting, table 
tennis and wrestling. 

8.00 The Forest. New series. Mark 
Bonnar narrates a documentary 
following the people who live and 
work in Galloway Forest Park, 
where 600,000 tons of timber is 
produced every year. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Jonesy’s van runs out 
of petrol and the platoon is forced 
to spend the night in a spooky 
deserted house, where the men’s 
imaginations soon run wild. (R) 

9.00 Gettys: The World’s Richest Art 
Dynasty. 

10.15Commonwealth Games 2018. JJ 

Chalmers presents live coverage 
as the 11 th and final day of the 
Games gets underway in 
Queensland, featuring the men’s 
and women’s marathons at 
Southport Broadwater Parklands. 
11.45 Film: Swingers. (1996) A failed 
actor struggling to get over a 
break-up is dragged into the 
singles scene by a friend. Comedy, 
with Jon Favreau and Vince 
Vaughn. 

1.15 Civilisations. (R) 2.15 Weather for 
the Week Ahead. 2.20 BBC News. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Super 4. (R) 

6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 
7.00 Star Wars Freemaker Adventures. 
(R) 7.25 The Tom and Jerry Show. (R) 

7.30 Teen Titans Go! (R) 7.45 Adventure 
Time. (R) 8.00 Thunderbirds Are Go. 

8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Zoe Ball on 
Saturday. 9.25 James Martin’s Saturday 
Morning. 11.25 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 12.20 ITV News; Weather. 

12.25 ChangeYourTune. (R) 1.30 
Britain’s Brightest Family. (R) 2.00 ITV 
Racing: Grand National Festival. Live 
coverage of four races. 4.35 ITV Racing 
Live: The Grand National. Ed Chamberlin 
and Francesca Cumani present live 
coverage from Aintree. 

6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.25 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.30 Ninja Warrior UK. New series. 
Competitors from across the UK 
test their strength, speed and 
courage in this obstacle-course 
challenge, hosted by Ben 
Shephard, Rochelle Humes and 
Chris Kamara. 

7.30 Harry Hill’s Alien Fun Capsule. 

New series. The madcap panel 
show returns, with Micky 
Flanagan, Robert Peston, Sally 
Dynevor and Anneka Rice tasked 
with saving planet Earth from any 
potential alien invasion. 

8.00 Britain’s Got Talent. New series. 
Ant McPartlin and Declan Donnelly 
host the opening auditions of the 
nationwide talent search. The 
usual wide variety of acts, from 
comedians to contortionists, 
magicians to martial artists and 
singers to spoon players, compete 
to impress returning judges Simon 
Cowell, Alesha Dixon, Amanda 
Holden and David Walliams. 

9.25 The Keith and Paddy Picture 
Show. New series. Keith Lemon 
and Paddy McGuinness remake 
Grease, with the help of special 
guests including Stacey Solomon, 
Nicole Scherzinger, Fearne Cotton 
and Marvin Humes. 

9.55 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Film: Legally Blonde. (2001) A 
dizzy teenager enrols at Harvard to 
try to prove to her ex-boyfriend 
that she is not stupid, but finds 
herself out of her depth. Comedy, 
with Reese Witherspoon. 

12.05 Marcella. (R) 12.55 Jackpot247. 
3.00 Babushka. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL4 


6.15 Motor Sport: Mini Challenge. 6.45 
The King of Queens. (R) 7.10 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.35 The King of Queens. 

(R) 8.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.30 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Frasier. (R) 10.00 
Frasier. (R) 10.30 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 11.00 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 

11.30 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.00 
The Simpsons. (R) 12.30 The Simpsons. 
(R) 1.00 Formula 1 Chinese Grand Prix 
Qualifying Highlights. 2.30 Car SOS. (R) 

3.30 The Restoration Man. (R) 4.30 A 
Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 5.35 
The Secret Life of the Zoo. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Coastal Railways with Julie 
Walters. The actress travels from 
Cardigan Bay to Liverpool, visiting 
the heritage railway in Tywyn that 
was the inspiration for Thomas the 
Tank Engine and a community that 
is famous for knitting. She also 
visits Europe’s fastest zip wire and 
largest pet cemetery. (R) 

8.00 Britain’s Most Historic Towns. 
Alice Roberts tells the story of 
Viking England by studying the 
history of York. She takes part in a 
Viking battle, meets the metal 
detectorists behind one of the UK’s 
greatest archaeological finds and 
gets her hands on an almost 
1,000-year-old poo. Aerial 
archaeologist Ben Robinson takes 
to the skies to see how the current 
layout of York reflects its history. 
9.00 Film: Thor. (2011) The Norse god 
of thunder is banished from his 
own world when his arrogance 
puts the kingdom on the brink of 
war. He is sent to present-day 
Earth, where he is forced to live 
among humans without his 
supernatural powers, but must 
regain his abilities to defend his 
new home against his evil brother. 
Kenneth Branagh’s fantasy 
adventure based on the Marvel 
comics, starring Chris 
Hemsworth, Natalie Portman, Tom 
Hiddleston and Anthony Hopkins. 

11.15 Film: Big Game. (2014) A teenage 
hunter helps the US president to 
escape from terrorists pursuing 
him through the Finnish 
wilderness. Action adventure, with 
Samuel L Jackson and Onni 
Tommila. 

12.55 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares 
USA. (R) 1.45 Hollyoaks. (R) 3.55 
Building the Dream. (R) 4.50 The 
Question Jury. (R) 5.45 Steph and Dorn’s 
One Star to Five Star. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 9.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.30 The Gadget Show. 

(Ft) 11.30 Traffic Cops. (R) 12.30 Traffic 
Cops. (R) 1.30 Traffic Cops: On the Edge. 
(Ft) 2.30 Live Aviva Premiership Rugby 
Union. Leicester Tigers v Northampton 
Saints (Kick-off 3.00pm). 5.00 Can’t 
Pay? We’ll Take It Away! (R) 

6.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away! 
Enforcement officers are faced 
with the difficult job of evicting a 
woman with two children - a task 
that takes a turn for the worse 
when her ex-partner makes an 
appearance. (Ft) 

7.00 The Secret Life of Owls. The 

second of two programmes in 
which cameras follow the lives of 
owls living in rural Essex on a 
former First World War airfield. 
Missing Claw and Stripetail now 
have three chicks, who must learn 
how to fly, hunt and pounce. 
Meanwhile, five tawny owl chicks 
arrive from a local wildlife centre. 
8.00 QE2: The World’s Greatest Cruise 
Ship. Part one of two. 
Documentary telling the story 
behind the problems that almost 
spelled the end of the Queen 
Elizabeth 2 before she was 
finished. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 

Colin Murray introduces highlights 
from the weekend’s games, 
including Norwich City v Cardiff 
City atCarrow Road, 
Middlesbrough v Bristol City at the 
Riverside Stadium, Aston Villa v 
Leeds United at Villa Park, Hull City 
v Sheffield Wednesday at the 
KCOM Stadium and Queens Park 
Rangers v Preston North End at 
Loftus Road. 

10.00 Football on 5: Goal Rush. Colin 
Murray introduces all the goals 
from the weekend’s games in 
Leagues One and Two, including 
Charlton Athletic v Scunthorpe 
United and Grimsby Town v 
Barnet. 

10.3020 Moments That Rocked the 
00s. Lauren Laverne presents a 
countdown of some of the most 
memorable moments from the 
decade, featuring a look at world¬ 
changing news stories and 
entertainment headlines. (R) 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Murder on the 
Internet. (Ft) 4.00 The Murderer Next 
Door: Countdown to Murder. (R) 4.45 
House Doctor. (R) 5.10 Divine Designs. 
(R) 5.35 Wildlife SOS. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Atlantic: The Wildest Ocean on Earth 
8.00 Commonwealth Games Extra 9.00 
Salamander: Blood Diamonds 10.35 The 
Bermuda Triangle: Beneath the Waves 

11.35 From Andy Pandy to Zebedee: The 
Golden Age of Children’s TV 12.35 Insect 
Worlds 1.05 Atlantic: The Wildest Ocean 
on Earth 2.05 The Bermuda Triangle: 
Beneath the Waves 3.05 Close 

ITV2 

12.05 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway 1.40 Britain’s Got Talent: Top 
10 Social Superstars 2.40 Totally You’ve 
Been Framed! Gold 2 3.45 Film: Looney 
Tunes: Back in Action (2003) 4.45 FYI 
Daily 4.50 Film: Looney Tunes: Back in 
Action (2003) 5.35 Film: Liar Liar (1997) 

6.35 FYI Daily 6.40 Film: Liar Liar (1997) 

7.15 Film: Arthur (2011) 8.15 FYI Daily 
8.20 Film: Arthur (2011) 9.25 Britain’s 
Got More Talent 10.30 Celebrity Juice 

11.15 Family Guy 12.40 American Dad! 

I. 40 Plebs 2.40 Teleshopping 5.40 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

II. 00 A Touch of Frost 3.00 Film: 
Columbo: Death Hits the Jackpot (1991) 
5.00 Midsomer Murders 11.00 Vera 1.00 
On the Buses 1.55 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 

ITV4 

11.00 The Virtual Grand National 2018 
12.00 The Big Fish Off 1.00 Pawn Stars 

1.30 Film: Red River (1948) 2.35 FYI 
Daily 2.40 Film: Red River (1948) 4.10 
Film: The Last Sunset (1961) 5.15 FYI 
Daily 5.20 Film: The Last Sunset (1961) 

6.25 Film: The Man with the Golden Gun 
(1974) 7.25 FYI Daily 7.30 Film: The 
Man with the Golden Gun (1974) 9.00 
Film: Lethal Weapon 3 (1992) 10.00 FYI 
Daily 10.05 Film: Lethal Weapon 3 
(1992) 11.20 Film: Eraser (1996) 12.20 
FYI Daily 12.25 Film: Eraser (1996) 1.40 
River Monsters 2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 
3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

11.00 New Girl 12.00 The Goldbergs 

2.30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 4.00 Young 
Sheldon 4.30 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 
Film: Alien Resurrection (1997) 11.05 
Gogglebox 12.10 Naked Attraction 1.15 
Tattoo Fixers 2.20 Rude Tube 3.15 
Gogglebox 4.05 How I Met Your Mother 
4.50 Rude(ish)Tube 

Film4 

11.00 Thunderbirds (2004) 1.00 
Garfield: A Tale of Two Kitties (2006) 2.35 
Rio 2 (2014) 4.35 The Core (2003) 7.15 
Europa Report (2013) 9.00 Triple 9 
(2016) 11.15 Speed (1994)1.30 
Insidious (2010) 3.40 Close 


£25 

TO SPEND WITH ONE OF THE ADVERTISERS ON PAGE 22 OR 23 

Simply find the 8 advertisers names in the wordsearch panel. 


OLDFIELD RECLAMATION 
HALESOWEN MARKET 
AA DOMESTICS 
BREWMONKEY 
EXPRESS TAXIS 
HALESOWEN CHRONICLE 
JOS BAGUETTE BAR 
BOWJANGLES 


Send your completed panel to 

David Hutchins 

Halesowen Chronicle Competition 
Black Country House, 

Rounds Green Road, Oldbury, 
West Midlands B69 4DG, 

Closing date: 20th April 2018. 


Mr/Mrs/Miss.First Name.Surname. 

Address. 

.Postcode 

Tel No.Emai. 
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I have read the rules and agree to abide by them. Signature 
I would like to spend my money with. 



RULES: Entrants must be 18 or over. Closing date for entries is 20/04/18. The winner will be notified by post. The first correct entry opened after the closing date 
will receive the prize. There is no cash alternative to the prize. The prize will be issued in cheque form made payable to the advertiser as chosen by the winner. Once 
issued the cheque cannot be altered and must be cashed within two months of receipt. Employees or their immediate relatives of the MNA group of companies may 
NOT enter. The Editor’s decision is final. The winner must be prepared to take part in any publicity. 



We cover all areas including, Halesowen, 
Colley Gate, Old Hill, Blackheath, 
Hurst Green andtSunmundinn Jtr.eas 


i»i' i n 111 n t r> i 

< 24 >\ 


Fast and reliable 


Fully computerised and text back servicesHvailable 


’MAM/lSld ° 


www.facebook.com/expresshalesowen 



You name it, we will make it! 
Baguettes, Sandwiches, Baked 
Potatoes and Salad boxes - 
all made fresh to your liking! 


0121 585 8755 
07792 0940188 


Cornbow Centre, Halesowen 
B63 4AB (next to Poundland) 


























































































Ordeal by Innocence 
(BBC1, 9pm) 

The Argyll children are forced to 
relive the events of the terrible 
Christmas Eve when Rachel 
was murdered to finally uncover 
the truth about who killed her 
and why. However, they soon 
discover that everyone in the 
family had a reason for wanting 
to get rid of her. Arthur's 
assertion that he is telling the 
truth puts his life in danger, 
prompting a race against time 
to save his life, while Leo and 
Gwenda's wedding descends 
into violence as a vengeful party 
plots to take the law into their 
own hands. Bill Nighy, Anthony 
Boyle, Anna Chancellor, Morven 
Christie, Crystal Clarke, 

Christian Cooke, Alice Eve and 
Matthew Goode star. Last in the 
series. 



BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.30 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Homes Under 
the Hammer. (R) 12.00 Bargain Hunt. 

(R) 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 
MasterChef: The Finals. (R) 2.15 
MasterChef: The Final. (R) 3.15 Escape 
to the Country. (R) 4.00 Lifeline. 4.10 
Songs of Praise. 4.45 Pointless 
Celebrities. (R) 5.35 BBC News. 5.50 
Regional Programme. 

6.00 The Big Painting Challenge. The 
contestants face a test of their 
portrait-painting skills at RAF 
Hendon, and discover the different 
challenges presented by painting 
older and younger subjects. A 
gathering of RAF personnel and 
members of the public assess 
their efforts and choose a favourite 
before judges Daphne Todd and 
Lachlan Goudie decide who will be 
leaving the series this week. 

7.00 Countryfile. In Cumbria, Matt 

Baker walks along a new section of 
the England Coast Path, meeting 
the people who created it and a 
local film-maker, while Anita Rani 
explores a trail documenting the 
life of artist Percy Kelly. Plus, 

Helen Skelton meets a man who 
gave up city life to make hand¬ 
crafted chopping boards, and 
Sean Fletcher reports on efforts to 
save a breeding colony of black 
guillemots. Including Weather for 
the Week Ahead. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. The team 
values more decorative objects 
and rarities. 

9.00 Ordeal by Innocence. The Argylls 
relive the events of Rachel’s death 
to uncover the truth. However, 
they soon discover that everyone 
in the family had a reason to kill 
her. Last in the series. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the day’s 
Premier League action, with 
highlights of Newcastle United v 
Arsenal at St James’ Park and 
Manchester United v West 
Bromwich Albion at Old Trafford. 

11.30 Film: The Peacemaker. (1997) 
Two mismatched government 
operatives are forced to put aside 
their differences to find a stolen 
cache of nuclear warheads. Action 
thriller, with George Clooney. 

1.25 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.30 
BBC News. 



bbc2 Bitv ||channel4 Bchannels ||digital 


6.00 Commonwealth Games 2018. Live 
rugby sevens coverage on the 11th and 
final day. 9.15 Commonwealth Games: 
Closing Ceremony 2018. Live coverage 
from Carrara Stadium in Queensland, 
Australia. 3.00 Live Women’s FA Cup 
Football. Chelsea Ladies v Manchester 
City Women (Kick-off 3.30pm). 5.30 
Flog It! (R) 

6.30 Today at the Games. Clare Balding 
and Gabby Logan round up the 
best of the action from day 11 of 
the Commonwealth Games in 
Queensland, as the event was 
brought to its conclusion. 
Seventeen more champions were 
crowned throughout the final day, 
including in the men’s and 
women’s marathons at Southport 
Broadwater Parklands. Plus, the 
netball and rugby sevens 
tournaments came to an end at the 
Gold Coast Convention and 
Exhibition Centre and Robina 
Stadium respectively, while the 
badminton, squash, basketball and 
table tennis all reached a climax. 
8.00 Britain’s Biggest Warship. New 
series. Film-maker Chris Terrill 
captures an intimate and personal 
portrait of life on board ultra¬ 
modern super aircraft carrier HMS 
Queen Elizabeth, as its crew learns 
the intricacies of a warship that 
will change the way Britain goes to 
war. In this first instalment, early 
2016 sees sailors begin to arrive in 
Rosyth dockyard in Scotland 
where the ship is still in 
construction, but nearing 
completion. 

9.00 My Year with the Tribe. New 

series. Writer Will Millard lives 
with a tribe in Indonesia to 
understand the pressures they 
face in adapting to a modern world 
they have only known in the past 
40 years. 

10.00 Famalam. New series. Comedy 
sketch show, featuring a 
misunderstood superhero, 
Croydon’s leading witch doctor, 
and some much-needed cultural 
diversity in Midsomer Murders. 

10.20 Film: The Homesman. (2014) A 
frontier woman persuades an 
outlaw to help her lead three 
traumatised women across the 
wilderness. Western, directed by 
and starring Tommy Lee Jones, 
with Hilary Swank. 

12.15 Film: The Hunters. (1996) 2.05 
Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 3.05 
Holby City. (R) 4.05 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Super 4. (R) 

6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 
7.00 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.25 The 
Tom and Jerry Show. (R) 7.30 Teen 
Titans Go! (R) 7.45 Adventure Time. (R) 
8.00 The Haunted Hathaways. (R) 8.25 
I TV News. 8.30 Zoe Ball on Sunday. 9.25 
Love Your Garden. (R) 10.00 Peston on 
Sunday. 11.00 Britain’s Got Talent. (R) 

12.20 Britain’s Got More Talent. (R) 1.20 
ITV News; Weather. 1.30 Ninja Warrior 
UK. (R) 2.30 You’ve Been Framed! (R) 
3.00 Tipping Point. (R) 4.00 Change 
Your Tune. 5.00 The Chase: Celebrity 
Special. (R) 

6.00 Harry Hill’s Alien Fun Capsule. 

The madcap panel show returns, 
with Micky Flanagan, Robert 
Peston, Sally Dynevorand Anneka 
Rice tasked with saving planet 
Earth from any potential alien 
invasion. (R) 

6.30 ITV News; Weather. 

6.45 Regional Programme; Weather. 
7.00 Celebrity Catchphrase. Stephen 
Mulhern hosts a celebrity special 
of the game show, asking 
contestants Ellie Simmonds, Fay 
Ripley and Jimmy Carr to “see it 
and say it” as they try to guess the 
familiar phrases hidden in 
animated clues. After the first 
elimination, the two remaining 
players battle to reach the Super 
Catchphrase round. (R) 

8.00 The Durrells. An Italian family 
arrive on the island, provoking 
jealousy in Louisa, who begins to 
suspect there is something 
suspicious about the new arrivals 
after inviting them over. 

9.00 The Good Karma Hospital. The 
team tries to save survivors from a 
collapsed building. Ruby discovers 
a secret concerning one of her 
patients, and Ram helps a woman 
whose husband is missing. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston, with Allegra Stratton. (R) 

11.15This Time Next Year. More 
participants take on 12-month 
challenges, including parents 
hoping to transform their deaf 
baby girl’s life. Davina McCall 
presents. (R) 

12.10 Jackpot247. 3.00 Take on the 
Twisters. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 
The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.30 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.25 Eat the Week. 
(R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 The 
Simpsons. (R) 1.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

1.30 The Simpsons. (R) 2.00 Formula 1 
Chinese Grand Prix Highlights. 4.30 
Speed with Guy Martin: FI Challenge. (R) 

5.30 Grand Designs. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Escape to the Chateau. Dick and 
Angel decide they will live as self- 
sufficiently as they can while 
restoring the chateau, and invest 
in some chickens to provide them 
with eggs for breakfast every 
morning. However, they still have 
countless problems to deal with, 
and have only £20,000 left to 
spend on the project. The chateau 
is still without either heating or 
water, while the 59 windows are 
crumbling. While Dick’s 
renovations fall behind schedule, 
Angel is in her element coming up 
with ideas for what the finished 
building will look like. (R) 

8.00 The Crystal Maze. New series. 
Richard Ayoade guides the 
Hauxwell family through the Aztec, 
Medieval, Industrial and Future 
zones of the Maze, tackling a range 
of skill, mystery, physical and 
mental challenges to win time in 
the Crystal Dome. 

9.00 Homeland. Carrie has problems at 
home. Saul and Wellington work 
on Paley. Espionage drama, 
starring Claire Danes, Mandy 
Patinkin and Linus Roache. 

10.05 Lifeline. Spanish drama, starring 
Pablo Derqui as a surgeon who 
begins having visions after 
undergoing a heart transplant that 
inspire him to discover how the 
donor died. 

11.008 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 

Jonathan Ross, Lee Mack and 
Victoria Coren Mitchell join 
regulars Jon Richardson and 
Jimmy Carr for the words-and- 
numbers game. (R) 

12.05 Film: Out of the Furnace. (2013) 
Crime thriller, starring Christian Bale. 

2.10 Film: Hotel Salvation. (2016) 
Premiere. Comedy drama, starring Adil 
Hussain. 3.50 KOTV Boxing Weekly. 

4.20 Gillette World Sport. 4.45 The 
Question Jury. A new juror stirs things 
up by gossiping about some of the 
others. (R) 5.40 Kirstie’s Fill Your House 
for Free. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Wissper. (R) 6.20 The Mr Men Show. (R) 

6.30 Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.35 The 
Secret Life of Puppies. (R) 6.40 Mofy. 

(R) 6.45 Simon. (R) 6.50 Simon. (R) 

6.55 Peppa Pig. (R) 7.05 Paw Patrol. (R) 
7.15 Thomas & Friends. (R) 7.25 
Fireman Sam. (R) 7.35 Oily the Little 
White Van. (R) 7.50 Blaze and the 
Monster Machines. (R) 8.15 Paw Patrol. 
(R) 8.35 Nella the Princess Knight. (R) 

8.50 Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 9.00 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.15 
Shimmer and Shine. (R) 9.30 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.45 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.55 
Peppa Pig. (R) 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.35 Football on 5: The 
Championship. (R) 11.20 Football on 5: 
Goal Rush. (R) 11.50 FIA Formula E. 

12.50 Traffic Cops: Under Attack. (R) 

1.45 All New Traffic Cops. (R) 2.45 Film: 
A Royal Night Out. (2015) 3.45 5 News 
Update. 3.50 Film: A Royal Night Out. 
(2015) Concluded. 4.40 Film: The 
Hundred-Foot Journey. (2014) 5.40 5 
News Update. 5.45 Film: The Hundred- 
Foot Journey. (2014) Concluded. 

6.55 5 News Weekend. 

7.00 Royal Babies: The Crown and the 
Crib. Documentary exploring the 
lives of babies within the British 
monarchy, and assessing how 
royal approaches have changed 
overtime. (R) 

8.00 Meghan Markle: The First 100 
Days. Profile of Prince Harry’s 
fiancee, examining her first 
engagements as a member of the 
royal family and questioning what 
influence she may have on the 
monarchy in the future. 

9.00 Meghan and Harry: In Their Own 
Words. Documentary examining 
interviews, speeches and social 
media posts by the royal couple to 
reveal a full picture of their lives 
before and after their relationship 
became public. 

10.00 Film: The Dater’s Handbook. 

(2016) Premiere. When a woman 
turns to a relationship self-help 
book for advice, she finds herself 
torn between two men. Romantic 
comedy, starring Meghan Markle. 

11.45 Inside Kensington Palace: Fit for 
a Princess. The history of famous 
buildings, beginning by going 
behind the scenes of the royal 
residence. (R) 

1.10 SuperCasino. 3.10 Secrets of the 
Great Yorkshire Castle. (R) 4.00 My 
Mum’s Hotter Than Me! (R) 4.45 House 
Doctor. (R) 5.10 Divine Designs. (R) 

5.35 Wildlife SOS. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Only Connect 7.30 University Challenge 
8.00 Giraffes: Africa’s Gentle Giants 9.00 
Titanic’s Tragic Twin: The Britannic Disaster 
10.00 Why the Industrial Revolution 
Happened Here 11.00 Conversations: Alex 
Salmond 12.00 Timeshift: Eyes Down! The 
Story of Bingo 1.00 Insect Worlds 1.30 
Revolution and Romance: Musical Masters 
of the 19th Century 2.30 Titanic’s Tragic 
Twin: The Britannic Disaster 3.30 Close 
ITV2 

11.50 You’ve Been Framed! Gold 12.20 
Film: Looney Tunes: Back in Action (2003) 

I. 20 FYI Daily 1.25 Film: Looney Tunes: 

Back in Action (2003) 2.10 Film: Casper 
(1995) 3.10 FYI Daily 3.15 Film: Casper 

(1995) 4.05 Britain’s Got Talent 5.35 Britain’s 
Got More Talent 6.40 Film: The Mummy 
(1999) 7.40 FYI Daily 7.45 Film: The 
Mummy (1999) 9.00 Film: Fast & Furious 7 
(2015) 10.35 FYI Daily 10.40 Film: Fast & 
Furious 7 (2015) 11.40 Family Guy 1.10 
American Dad! 2.00 Totally Bonkers 
Guinness World Records 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

II. 25ATouch of Frost 3.40 Inspector Morse 
6.00 Lewis 8.00 The Cruise 9.00 Tommy 
Cooper Forever 10.00 Film: Changeling 
(2008) 12.50 Blue Murder 2.35 Tommy 
Cooper Forever 3.25 Road to Avonlea 5.55 
ITV3 Nightscreen 

ITV4 

11.25 Film: The Last Sunset (1961) 12.30 
FYI Daily 12.35 Film: The Last Sunset (1961) 

I. 45 Film: Bend of the River (1952) 2.50 FYI 
Daily 2.55 Film: Bend of the River (1952) 
3.35 Film: Jeremiah Johnson (1972) 4.40 
FYI Daily 4.45 Film: Jeremiah Johnson 

(1972) 5.50 Mr Bean 6.55 The Big Fish Off 
8.00 River Monsters 9.00 Film: Tremors 
(1990) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 Film: Tremors 
(1990) 11.00 Film: Universal Soldier: 
Regeneration (2009) 12.15 FYI Daily 12.20 
Film: Universal Soldier: Regeneration (2009) 

12.55 The Saint 2.00 It’s Not Rocket Science 

2.50 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

II. 00 The Goldbergs 1.30 Brooklyn Nine- 
Nine 2.00 The Big Bang Theory 5.50 Young 
Sheldon 6.15 The Big Bang Theory 6.45 
Film: The Net (1995) 9.00 Marvel’s Agents 
of SHIELD 10.00 The Inbetweeners 11.10 
The Big Bang Theory 12.05 Tattoo Fixers 

I. 10 The Inbetweeners 2.15 Marvel’s Agents 
of SHIELD 3.05 Rude Tube 3.30 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

II. 00 Ice Age: Continental Drift (2012) 1.00 
Shark Tale (2004) 2.45 Shrek (2001) 4.30 
Speed 2: Cruise Control (1997) 6.55 Dante’s 
Peak (1997) 9.00 Transformers: Dark of the 
Moon (2011) 12.00 Tank 432 (2015) 1.45 
Monsieur Lazhar (2011) 3.55 Close 



Bescot 

Promotions 



Halesowen 
Street Market 

Every Saturday 

9am - 5pm 


High Street 

Halesowen Town Centre B63 3AD 

Call 07792 676746 

for more information 





J)S RECI^ 

We Buy & Sell 

Reclaimed Building Materials 

Garden Ornaments in stock 


Bricks, Roofing Tiles, Timber, Doors, 
Stained Glass Fireplaces & Accessories 


131 Station Road, Old Hill B64 6PL 

0121 448 1643 or 07974 617780 
email: oldfields2@yahoo.co.uk 





and all White Goods 

"Don’t yo and buy a new one, 
yet it repaired...” 


41a Hagley Mall, Cornbow Centre 

0121 5509800 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Deadly Duplicate, Channel 5, 3.20pm 

A struggling single mother in the midst of a fierce 
custody battle is framed for the murder of her wealthy 
father by her ambitious identical twin sister. Thriller, 
starring Jen Lilley and Peter Douglas. (2018) 

TUESDAY 

Deadly Delusion, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

In search of a fresh start, Julia, a troubled woman, 
moves to Los Angeles with her new boyfriend. After 
settling into a new home, strange things begin to 
happen, and Julia becomes convinced that her 
demons have moved with her. Thriller, starring Haylie 
Duff, Mike Faiola and Teri Polo. (2017) 

WEDNESDAY 
Admission, Channel 4,1.35am 

A by-the-book university admissions officer visits an 
unconventional school run by a former college friend 
to interview a gifted student. She begins to suspect 
the pupil may be the son she gave up for adoption, 
and the experience makes her rethink her 
uncompromising outlook on life. Comedy drama, with 
Tina Fey and Paul Rudd. (2013) 



THURSDAY 

Patricia Cornwell’s At Risk, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

An ambitious district attorney wants to improve her 
political standing by cracking a murder case that has 
gone unsolved for 20 years. She recruits a state police 
detective to take on the investigation, but he ends up 
uncovering another crime much closer to home. 
Mystery, starring Andie MacDowell, Daniel Sunjata 
and Annabeth Gish. (2010) 

FRIDAY 

Shaun of the Dead, ITV, 11.15pm 

An unambitious 29-year-old man recently dumped and 
trapped in the job from hell decides to get his life back 
on track. Unfortunately, he has to put his plans on 
hold when zombies rise from their graves and stalk 
the streets of London to feast on the living. Comedy 
horror, starring Simon Pegg, Nick Frost, Kate Ashfield, 
Dylan Moran, Lucy Davis, Bill Nighy and Penelope 
Wilton. (2004) 


Neil is getting all fired up 
about a new wi-fi mast 


t was a month in which an 
asteroid was named in honour of 
Freddie Mercury to mark what 
would have been his 70th birthday, 
the Summer Paralympic Games 
opened in Rio, Stan Wawrinka won 
the US Open men’s tennis singles 
title, Sam Allardyce quit as England 
manager - and the BBC’s Landmark 
Sitcom Season was in full swing. 

Most viewers will remember that 
the last in that list saw the return of 
much-missed favourites such as 
Porridge and Goodnight 
Sweetheart, as well as a look at the 
early life of Keeping Up 
Appearances’ Hyacinth Bucket. 

But sneaking in there was a 
selection of pilot editions for various 
prospective programmes, including 
Motherland (a full run of which aired 
last November) and Home From 
Home. 

The latter is back this week and is 
making the leap from BBC Two to 
prime-time BBC One, so clearly its 
makers have heaps of faith in it. 

Johnny Vegas heads the cast as 
Neil Hackett who, along with his wife 


Fiona, has achieved his long- 
cherished dream of moving to a 
lodge in the Lake District. However, 
it seems that at every turn, their 
wealthy, effortlessly ‘superior’ 
neighbours the Dillons manage to 
spoil it. 

Will the Hacketts ever get the 
upper hand? 

“We are thrilled with the news that 
Home From Home is going to series 
and cannot wait to get to work,” 
claims Vegas when news of the full 
series was announced almost 18 
months ago. “We all felt we were on 
to something very special whilst 
making the pilot and were rewarded 
with some wonderful feedback. 

“We have so much more to 
explore with these characters and 
relish the opportunity to share 
where they go from here. The 
opportunity to work closely with 
Home From Home’s creators, fellow 
cast members and producer 
Rebecca Papworth is one I’m 
chuffed to have. We are absolutely 
chomping at the bit to deliver a 
worthy addition to BBC One’s rich 
comedy pedigree.” 


The BBC’s controller of comedy 
commissioning, Shane Allen, adds: 
“Featuring a knock-out cast, rich 
comedy themes - the northern 
family versus the southern one - 
plus those on their way up the class 
ladder alongside those on their way 
down. 

“There is something for everyone 
to relate to and it has a big heart 
making it the perfect fit for BBC 
One. We need cheering up now 
more than ever and it’s about time 
Johnny Vegas was front and centre 
of a broad appeal sitcom.” 

Regular TV viewers may want to 
point out to Mr Allen that Vegas 
already appears in Still Open All 
Hours, but while that is rather cosy, 
Home From Home promises to 
have more bite. 

Vegas isn’t the only big name to 
sign up either - Adam James and 
Emilia Fox, who featured in the pilot, 
are returning too, alongside Pearce 
Quigley and Susan Caiman. 

And with a pedigree like that 
behind it, the series can surely be 
nothing else but a hit. 



Johnny Vegas and Niky Wardley star in Home from Home, Friday, BBC1,9.30pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

The Queen’s Green Planet 
ITV, 9pm 

Documentary following Her Majesty the Queen and 
an ambitious legacy project to create a global 
network of protected forests, spanning the 53 
countries of the Commonwealth. The film also 
features a conversation between the Queen and Sir 
David Attenborough in the gardens of Buckingham 
Palace last summer, with the subjects ranging from 
climate change to conkers and birthday gifts. There 
is also footage of the members of the royal family 
involved so far in making the Queen’s 
Commonwealth Canopy a reality. 

TUESDAY 

Top of the Shop with Tom Kerridge 
BBC2, 8pm 

Four food producers with fledgling businesses test 
out their products on the locals in Malhamdale in the 
heart of the Yorkshire Dales. They have two days in 
the shop to promote and sell their wares. This time 
it’s makers of preserves, pickles and spreads 
battling it out for a place in the final. Tom Kerridge 
meets members of the community as they try the 
unusual preserves. Meanwhile, judges Alison Swan 
Parente and Nisha Katona visit the food producers 
at home to see how well their product is made. 


Stephen: The Murder that Changed a Nation 
BBC1,9pm 

In April 1993, 18-year-old black student Stephen 
Lawrence was murdered in an unprovoked attack 
by a group of white youths. Now as the 25th 
anniversary approaches, this fascinating three-part 
documentary, which is shown across consecutive 
evenings, sets out to tell the story not just of the 
crime, but the subsequent investigation which 
would turn into one of the longest, most complex 
and arguably mishandled in the Metropolitan 
Police’s history, allowing the suspected killers to 
escape justice for nearly 20 years. 


Wednesday 
Watchdog Live 
BBC1,8pm 

There’s nothing worse than forking 
out for a purchase - whether it’s a 
big investment such as a holiday or 
new household appliance, or 
something smaller - only to find 
out when it’s too late that you’ve 
been taken for a ride. If only there 
was someone to look out for 
honest consumers. Thankfully, 

Watchdog Live is back to do _ 

just that, as presenters Matt 


Allwright, Steph McGovern and Nikki Fox regroup 
at their Salford studio. In the opening episode, they 
take a look at car parking charges, specifically an 
astonishing new way that parking companies can 
hit motorists with charges - and why we should not 
necessarily have to pay them. 


' 



Top of the Shop with Tom Kerridge, Tuesday, BBC2, 8pm 


Benidorm 
ITV, 9pm 

. Joyce is furious with Sam and Monty 
V after Sammy’s disastrous performances 
in Neptunes, and she soon finds out 
that Monty has given him a Solana 
contract. Meanwhile, Doreen jumps the 

gun by sending Pauline’s novel to 
be published, and Sheron 
and Billy take a trip down 
memory lane and spend 
a day reliving their youth. 
_ Elsewhere, Denis and 
Nigel are increasingly 
reluctant to arrest 
- Lesley, and Mateo 
worries about having 
to go on another 
concubine cruise with 
Crystal Hennessy- 
Vass. 


THURSDAY 
Not Going Out 
BBC1, 8.30pm 

Lee Mack and Sally Bretton star in the domestic 
comedy which sees the couple appear to go from 
one disaster to the next, while coping with their 
three kids, Lucy’s disapproving parents, Lee’s 
feckless dad Frank and their world-weary friends 
Toby and Anna. In this final episode, Lucy begins to 
consider having a boob job, encouraged by Anna, 
wondering whether it will help her regain some of 
the femininity she felt in her youth. 

FRIDAY 
The Button 
BBC1, 8.30pm 

From the makers of Taskmaster, the show that 
proved there’s more to Dave than repeats of Ql, 
comes this intriguing new game show. It’s set 
simultaneously in the houses of five UK families, 
whose members tackle a number of fiendishly fun 
challenges requiring skill, determination and 
intellect from the comfort of their living rooms over 
the course of a day. With different amounts of 
money up for grabs for each challenge, The Button 
lets the most successful household pocket 
everything they’ve won during the show. However, 
the losing teams get nothing. 



YOUR BUSINESS 


1. PRE-PRODUCTION PLANNING 

2. ON-LOCATION RECORDING 

3. AUDIO PRODUCTION 

4. POST PRODUCTION 

5. VIDEO ADVERTISING 

CALL 1902 3 



Source: www.mnadigital.co.uk/video-advertising 


MNA DIOITAL. 
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Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 
off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Presumably not an 
ailment of tropical 
climes (4) 

3. Crude to a teacher 

( 8 ) 

8. One only conceals 
a form of lighting 
(4) 

9. Got back into 
Parliament (8) 

11. Bad narrative from 
inferior member of 
family (4,8) 

13. Sailor gets a severe 
telling off (6) 

14. More coarse- 
sounding 
shopkeeper (6) 

17. Unequalled 

performance from a 
jailbird? (6,6) 

20. Arrange prim seat 
for prelates (8) 

21. Metal from La Paz 
in current use (4) 

22. Is deeper and 
faster (8) 

23. Old and greyer 
every day initially 
(4) 


Down 

1. Plot to get 100 to 
top of high part of 
church (8) 

2. Beware of the 
sentry (4,3) 

4. Lives where there 
are 500 sources of 
water (6) 

5. Legal compulsion to 
be a suitor? (5,5) 

6. Dance to remove 
the effects of 
sunbathing? (5) 



Sudoku 


7. 

Dupes are taken for 

Quick Clues: 



such a journey (4) 

Across 

Down 

10. 

Where spectators 

1. Agreement (4) 

1 . Wilful (8) 


witness tremendous 

3. Humidity (8) 

2. Room (7) 


resistance? (10) 

8. Genuine (4) 

4. Aviator (6) 

12. 

Manufactured to a 

9. Creature of prey (8) 

5. Walker (10) 

15. 

greater extent? (8) 
Boasting 100 at the 
oars (7) 

Where to be an 

11. Disconcerting (12) 

13. Rigorous (6) 

6. Consumed (5) 

7. Certain (4) 

16. 

14. Suitable (6) 

10. Aggressiveness (10) 


essential part? (6) 

17. Slander (4,8) 

12. Advance (8) 

18. 

Lift up, but don’t 

20. Prolonged (8) 

15. Confidential (7) 


quite commend (5) 

21. Labyrinth (4) 

16. Orb (6) 

19. 

Work involved in 

22. Beset (8) 

18. Elects (5) 


preparing soup (4) 

23. Minus (4) 

19. Medicinal plant (4) 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Stage-fright; 9 Present; 
10 Guide; 11 Rites; 12 Outpost; 13 Abrade; 

15 Grilse; 18 Fairway; 20 Flute; 22 Roses; 

23 Overact; 24 Necessities. Down: 2 Treat; 

3 Guessed; 4 Fathom; 5 Ingot; 6 Hair-oil; 

7 Spartan fare; 8 Settlements; 14 Reissue; 

16 Reflect; 17 Pylons; 19 Waste; 21 Usage. 
QUICK - Across: 1 Overweening; 9 Erratic; 

10 Demon; 11 Theme; 12 Slender; 13 Idiots; 

15 Placed; 18 Transom; 20 Appal; 22 Voice; 
23 Nearest; 24 Intersperse. Down: 2 Verge; 

3 Retreat; 4 Excuse; 5 Nudge; 6 Nomadic; 

7 Restrictive; 8 Incredulity; 14 Iranian; 

16 Leakage; 17 Amends; 19 Sieve; 21 Press. 


Quiz 


Niner 


Which former political leader’s middle 
name is Rolihlahla? 

Which US weekly magazine was founded 
in 1925 by Harold Ross? 

What type of creature is the bushmaster? 
Which river flows through Lake Constance? 
In which year was the first EC passport 
introduced? 


6 . 


What is the official report of the 
proceedings of the British Parliament 
called? 

Which English medal was issued in 1588? 
Who wrote Sinister Street and Whisky 
Galore? 

In which country is El Lliama volcano, 
which erupted in 1994? 

10. What is the highest rank in the RAF? 


9. 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Larch; 2 Hans Christian Andersen; 

3 11th November; 4 120; 5 Arctic; 6 Jennifer 
Capriati; 7 Nuku’alofa; 8 South African; 

9 Martyrs; 10 Romania. 

Niner: INTRODUCE 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

612259 gives a tool, 

347852 gives a second tool, 

89552 gives an alloy. 
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Final whistle 
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THE ONLY READ FOR REAL 
FANS EVERY MONDAY 

To advertise in final whistle call our 
experienced sales team on 01902 31 31 31 

Express & Star 



£299 


Safety T 
handrail v 
Unique ’ 
to Bison 


A 


j 


( r Over > 

10,000 

^Installations J 


Bison 4 

Loft Ladders \ 


Access your loft safely and 


easily with Bison loft stairs. 


A “gas” strut mechanism 


requiring just fingertip control 


loft stairs exceptionally easy. 


Fully manufactured by us 


Bison’ loft ladders 


only available from us 


& labour guarantee 


The only product available 


Fitted in approx 2 hours 


(including making the 


opening larger) 


no painting required* 


: Now complete with 


comfort” feet to protect 


carpets and wooden floors. 


: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJrstairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 


ASHWOOD NURSERIES 

NURSERY | TEA ROOM | GIFT SHOP | GARDEN CENTRE 


John's Garden 

& Wildlife Meadow* 

Charity Open Day 
Sunday 22nd April 
10am -4pm 
1 !j entrance 

•• 1 i .lit* * T 1 » N‘ : 

For further information please 
visit our website 
*Wildlife Meadow will be open 
subject to ground conditions 
permitting 


JAs featuredon BBC (gardeners AVorCd 2018 






i 



^ SVC*' 9*1 

WWWASHWOODNURSERIES.COM 

Aihwood .owff L.inr, Kingv/#inford. DVG UAC | 01 JK4 40*996 
Opining Hours Mon to Sat 8.30am - 3:30pm r Sundays Or OH's: 8am - 3:30pm 


[THE SHED SHOP" Uf|-ZCC Fix 


Established 27 Years 

6ft x 4ft T&G Sheds from £240 
Concrete slotted post now at £9 
Concrete gravel boards now £9 
6ft x 5ft overlap heavy duty fence panels £15 
Railwasy Sleepers £16 
Continental Panels in stock 
Post mix 20kg bags £4.50 
A wide range of fence panels available 
All Products for immediate delivery 
Public & Trade Welcome 


Special Offers Also Available 


01384 482 542/ 
07920 885 774 
www.dudleyshedshop.co.uk 


DOUBLE GLAZING INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 

Telephone: 01384 259761 Mobile: 07769 975841 

❖ 70mm Internally Glazed High Security 
Frames 

❖ 28mm Pilkington ‘K’ Units 

❖ Document L Compliant 
♦♦♦ Shoot Bolt Locking 
♦♦♦ Sight Line Glazing 

❖ Secured By Design PAS023 / PAS024 


Repairs and Upgrades 
Insurance Work 
Failed Units 
Broken Locks 
Door Panels 
Letter Boxes 
Sticking Doors 
Handles and Mechanisms 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
PHONE TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION 




IFENSAI 
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Great Dane 


a real treasure trove 



SCANDINAVIA had long been an area 
I’d been keen to explore. So when the 
opportunity arose to visit Aarhus, Denmark’s 
second city, I jumped at the chance. 

On the east coast of the Jutland Peninsula, Aarhus 
is about 116 miles northwest of Copenhagen. A jewel 
of the Danish east coast, it bore the title of European 
Capital of Culture in 2017, and was ranked that year 
by both Vogue and Lonely Planet as a must-visit 
destination. On arriving, it is quickly easy to see why. 

Aarhus is characterised by its blend of historical 
and contemporary architecture paired with a vibrant, 
friendly and exciting atmosphere. 

JOVIAL 

With a population of just over 330,000 it would 
perhaps not be considered a large city by modern 
global standards. Yet Aarhus retains a wonderful 
metropolitan feel without ever being overbearing. 

On my first evening I was struck by two things. 

Firstly, this place was clean. And I mean seriously 
clean. Not once as I walked the streets did I see a 
single speck of litter. This, coupled with the freshness 
of the air. 

Secondly, Aarhus clearly seemed to be a city of the 
young. Street life was dominated by students and young 
people toward whom the cosmopolitan vibe of the town 
was geared. There was a jovial buzz on streets filled 
with excited evening shoppers, and diners indulging in 
the gastronomic delights the city had to offer. 

I looked around and smiled. I was really going to 
enjoy it here. After a long day travelling and feeling more 
than a little famished, I headed to Aarhus Street Food. I 
had been told about this incredible indoor food market, 
and needed to see it for myself. It did not disappoint. 

A superb addition to the city’s dining scene, Aarhus 


Street Food is a bustling hall of culinary delight, 
showcasing fast cuisine from all over the world. And the 
community-vibe created by the seating arrangements 
was the perfect way to enjoy my first meal in this 
progressive, contemporary and imaginative city. 

Having enjoyed an evening of of exploration, I made 
my way to my accommodation. WakeUp Aarhus was a 
stylish and, again, very clean hotel a short walk from the 
railway station. Its central location positioned it perfectly 
to enjoy all of the attractions the city would have to offer. 

The next morning I headed out to see what this 


intriguing city was really all about. My first stop was 
ARoS Aarhus Art Museum. One of the largest art 
museums in northern Europe, ARoS was initially 
established in 1859, though was re-opened in 2004 with 
a new modern building. 

With 20,700 square metres on 10 levels, ARoS has 
ample space to showcase its impressive collection of 
sculptures, paintings and installations. For atop the roof 
of ARoS sits perhaps the museum’s most incredible 
installation, and one that turns the vista of the city itself 
into a work of art. Created by Danish-lcelandic artist 


Olafur Eliasson, the stunning piece, ‘Your Rainbow 
Panorama’, is a 150-metre-long circular coloured-glass 
tunnel walkway. On the roof of ARoS, it sits 50 metres 
above ground level, and allows visitors to enjoy a 
breaktaking panoramic view of the city skyline in every 
colour of the rainbow. 

I decided to go and spend some time in the city’s 
Latin Quarter - a wonderfully vibrant area, characterised 
by narrow cobbled streets, small chic shops and 
bustling cafes. A perfect weekend in an incredible part 
of the world. DAN MORRIS 
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Vaccines bounce back 



Put them on a T-shirt - The Vaccines fronted by Justin Young in action in Birmingham on Saturday night 


“WE’VE been looking forward to this 
one,” said The Vaccines frontman Jus¬ 
tin Young. “Birmingham on a Satur¬ 
day night.” 

And Birmingham did not let him 
down, the full house crowd exploding 
into a moshing mass as the re-ener¬ 
gised indie rockers got things off to a 
incendiary start with pounding opener 
Nightclub. 

The fact that song was treated like 
a greatest hit but comes off the band’s 
fourth and latest album, Combat 
Sports, which had only been out for 
a week, shows that these former con¬ 
tenders have punched their way back 
to champion status in the hearts of 
young (and not-so-young) rock fans. 

The crowd had been warmed up 
nicely by Anglo-Icelandic punk band 
Dream Wife. The up-and-coming fe¬ 
male trio (plus male drummer) are 
feisty and ferocious with dynamic 


THE VACCINES, 

02 ACADEMY, BIRMINGHAM 

lead singer Rakel Mjoll holding the 
attention with her declamatory vo¬ 
cals, somewhat akin to both Bjork and 
(for those with 1980s memories) Clare 
Crogan from Altered Images. Guitar¬ 
ist Alice Go sports the severest fringe 
since Dave Hill glam stomped all over 
the ‘70s. The stand-out songs were 
Heartbreaker and Somebody with its 
‘I am not my body, I am somebody’ 
chant. 

The Vaccines have admitted they 
lost their way after their previous 
album but, as someone who saw them 
in their earlier incarnation, I can tes¬ 
tify they are back to their very best. 

Bouncing onto the stage in his 
shades and stripey shirt, Young is one 
of the best frontmen around, a rab¬ 


ble-rouser in the Ricky Wilson tradi¬ 
tion, and is perfectly contrasted with 
super-cool suit wearing guitarist Fred¬ 
die Cowan. 

New songs Out On The Street, Your 
Love Is My Favourite Band, Surfing 
In The Sky and show closer I Can’t 
Quit were greeted as enthusiastically 
as old favourites Teenage Icon, Dream 
Lover, Wetsuit, 20/20, Post Break-up 
Sex and Handsome. New song Put It 
On A T-shirt also slotted in brilliantly 
with the other encores No Hope and 
All In White. 

The fresh material plays to The Vac¬ 
cines’ strengths, short, sharp, melodic 
blasts of pop/rock that make you want 
to dance. 

The Vaccines’ return to their rock 
and roll roots has really paid off and 
provided Brum with an early con¬ 
tender for gig of the year. 

Leon Burakowski 


HALF PRICE 

SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 
JUST £2.00 PER MONTH (INC. P&P) 



To subscribe call our free customer 
care hotline on 0800 146 540 


Overseas 12-month gift subscriptions are available from: Europe £73.56, 
rest of the world £110.76 (Includes P&P, Direct Debit or Pre-payment) 

WOLVERHAMPTON 



STAND OUT 
FROM YOUR 
RIVALS 


Advertise your business 

on the Express & Star website 

www.expressandstar.com 


To find out how you can benefit call 
MNA Digital on 01902 319730 
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Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



HALESOWEN, Narrow Lane£895 pcm+Fees 

A FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY to rent this semi detached large 
family home which has been totally refurbished to a very high 
standard. Located in this very popular location close to all bus 
& train links. Featuring 2 large reception rooms, beautiful fitted 
kitchen, utility, private rear garden, 3 good size bedrooms, family 
bathroom w ittWiowei^n^iev'^locl^ave^nvewa^PCjBC 


AMBLECOTE, Audnam £795 pcm+Fees 

A fantastic opportunity to rent a home on a select development. ‘Crystal 
Gardens’. This home features a spacious lounge/dining area, well 
appointed kitchen, downstairs WC, the 1 st floor has 2 bedrooms & a family 
bathroom & on the 2nd floor there is a master bedroom with a large en- 
suite, 2 allocated parking spaces, front & rear gardens. This property will 
not be availabHoMon^VIINIjVIUjVmWTRAC^M^ONTFt^PC^ 


CRADLEY HEATH, Dorothy Adams Close£775 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished modern 3 Storey townhouse, close to shops 
and rail links, briefly comprising of 3 Bedrooms, downstairs 
wc, lounge/dining room, fitted kitchen with oven/hob, master 
bedroom with en-suite & dressing area, house bathroom with 
shower, garage & driveway, rear garden 
. EPC: C 


n 



HAGLEY, The Hawthorns £750 pcm+Fees I 

Modern 3 bedroom end terraced house in this popularl 
location, entrance hall with stairs to the 1 st floor, front lounge, I 
doors leading to dining room with newly installed patio doors I 
to rear private garden, kitchen with integrated electric hob and I 
oven, 3 bedrooms, master bedroom en suite shower room,I 
family bathroomjotentja^^^arag^nclude^PC^^^^ 


BARTLEY GREEN, Woodgate Gardens£625 pcm+Fees 
Improved & deceptively large end terraced house, newly 
carpeted with entrance porch, hallway, large lounge, 
downstairs WC, kitchen/dining area with patio doors leading 
to garden, 3 good size bedrooms, shower room, off road 


FIALESOWEN, Brett Young Close£625 pcm+Fees 

An impressive 1st floor apartment within walking distance 
to Halesowen Town Centre. This modern apartment features 
2 double bedrooms, master bedroom with en-suite shower 
room, spacious open plan lounge /kitchen, family bathroom, 
allocating parking. Also benefits from gas central heating and 
double glazmc^MINIMUM 12 MONTH CONTRACT. EPC: B 



FIALESOWEN, Haden Arch Court£625 pcm+Fees 

Contemporary living in Halesowen. This 1st floor spacious 
apartment above the archway, within walking distance to 
Halesowen Town Centre and buses, the apartment features 
gas central heating, double glazing, open plan living room/ 
fitted kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, bathroom with separate 
shower cubicle, allocated parking. EPC: B 



TIPTON, Leveson Drive £625 pcm+Fees 

This extremely well maintained newly decerated terraced 
hpuse has an excellent position on this sought after modern 
development within easy reach of local amenities. Briefly consists 
of entrance hallway, lounge, fitted kitchen with oven/hob, lovely 
conservatory, 3 good sized bedrooms, house bathroom with 
shower, rear garden, parking area for 2/3 cars. EPC: C 



BARTLEY GREEN, Woodgate Lane£595 pcm+Fees 
• • UNDERGOING A REFURBISHMENT ••. Attractive & 
improved traditional cottage style terraced house. Large 
lounge/dining area, brand new fitted kitchen, 2 spacious 
double bedrooms, modern bathroom with shower, parking 
to front & large rear garden. EPC: D 



AMBLECOTE, Dennis Hall £575 pcm+Fees 

A luxury 1 st floor apartment in a sought after historic building. 
Featuring a secure gated entrance and 2 allocated parking 
spaces, a splendid communal hallway, open plan lounge/ 
kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, en suite to master bedroom, 
large bathroom with shower, 2 allocated parking spaces, 
communal garden. A property not to be missed. EPC: D 


HAGLEY, Newlands Close £575 pcm+Fees 

A superb modern ground floor apartment located near to Hagley 
Village & situated close to motorway links. Featuring a spacious 
lounge with patio doors, modern kitchen with a washing 
machine, a very large double bedroom and dressing area, house 
bathroom with shower, 1 allocated parking space, secure entry 
system. All electric in the property. Net to be missed!! EPC: D 


ROWLEY REGIS, Cakemore Road£575 pcm+Fees 
A lovely large mid terraced house in this popular location 
comprising of attractive front reception room, light & airy rear 
lounge leading to nice sized kitchen with oven/hob, downstairs 
bathroom with separate w.c. 2 double bedrooms, loft with lighting 
& drop down ladders, gas central heating, enclosed courtyard 
accessed via a narrow pathway to the side. On road parking. EPC: E 



HALESOWEN, Harvington Road£575 pcm+Fees 

An unfurnished 1 st floor apartment close to Halesowen Town 
Centre. Set in a quiet block with communal gardens and 
parking for 1 car. Featuring 2 double bedrooms, large lounge 
with a bay window, bathroom with shower, kitchen with a 
small undei^ountei^ndg^PC^ 


HALESOWEN, Cherry Street£575 pcm+Fees 

A well presented mid terraced house in a sought after location, close 
proximity to the number 9 bus route and Halesowen town centre. 
Consists of lounge with feature wall, kitchen diner with plenty of storage 
and access to the good size rear garden with patio area and lawn, white 
bathroom suite with corner bath, separate shower cubicle, sink and 
WC, a large double bedroom and a single rear bedroom. EPC: D 


CRADLEY HEATH/OLD HILL, Coxs Lane£550 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished large end terraced house ideally located 
for Cradley Heath shops, bus and train links. Featuring 
2 reception rooms, fitted kitchen, utility room, upstairs 
bathroom with shower, upstairs are 2 good size bedrooms, 
gas central heating, rear low maintenance garden. EPC: E 



WORDSLEY, Wordsley Court£525 pcm+Fees 

1st floor fully refurbished large apartment within walking 
distance of Wordsley Green & King George V park. Featuring 
lovely lounge, 2 generous size double bedrooms, fitted 
kitchen (no appliances), shower room, secure parking to rear 

of propert^P(M^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ M 


HALESOWEN, Stourbridge Road£495 pcm+Fees 
A lovely ground floor flat that has been fully re-furbished to 
a very high standard. Within walking distance of Halesowen 
Town Centre. Featuring large living room, kitchen with oven/ 
1 double bedroom, beautiful shower room, gas central 
heating^oublylazin^ryoa^arkin^PC^^^^ 


OLDBURY, Causeway Green Road£450 pcm+Fees 
This large, split level flat above shops, within walking distance 
to bus links and close to J2 of the M5, briefly comprising 
of: gas central heating, spacious living room, fitted kitchen, 
2 double bedrooms, bathroom with shower, parking to rear, 
unfurnished. 2 MONTHS DEPOSIT REQUIRED. EPC: E 



STOURBRIDGE, Clifton Street£425 pcm+Fees 

A stunning part furnished apartment set in the Old Quarter of 
Stourbridge. Ideal for the town centre and transport links. The 
apartment is on the 1st floor and features a great size lounge, 
modern kitchen, bathroom with shower, 1 double bedroom, 
double aJazin^^n^electricJieatin^j^onjioad^^arkin^^EPC^^ 



CRADLEY HEATH, Upper High Street£395 pcm+Fees 
Modern 1 st floor flat close to Cradley Heath train station & all 
bus routes. Featuring an open plan lounge/fitted kitchen with 
appliances, hallway to 1 double bedroom, bathroom suite with 
shower, electric central heating, communal garden to rear of 
property, on road parking. Only 1 months security deposit« ' 
months rent in advance. EPC: C 



WOLVERHAMPTON, Penn Road£375 pcm+Fees 

A ground floor 1 bedroom apartment having excellent 
transport links to Wolverhampton. The accommodation 
benefits gas central heating and comprises a reception hall, 
open plan lounge/kitchen, 1 bedroom, fitted shower room, 
all acces^^^ecui^ommunah^cegtior^re^PC^^ 



Ultra modern property is new to the market 


New to the property market, this 
ultra modern four-bedroomed 
detached home in Marnham Road, 
West Bromwich, lies on the ever 
popular Churchfields Estate. 

It is for sale through Connells 
Estate Agents at £370,000. The 
property features stunning living 
space and would be perfect for a 
growing family. The house includes 
a kitchen/diner, a large conservatory, 
an en-suite, guest WC, off-road 
parking and an integral garage. 

Being L-shaped, the kitchen/ 


WEST BROMWICH 
£370,000 


diner has a range of fitted wall and 
base units with work surfaces over, 
plumbing for a washing machine 
and a door leading to the garden. 

In more detail, the entrance hall 
has a window to the side and an 
under-stairs storage cupboard. 

The downstairs WC is nearby. The 
lounge has a bay window to the 


side. The conservatory has tiled 
flooring, under floor heating, lights 
and French doors leading out to the 
rear garden. 

Upstairs, bedroom one has 
built-in wardrobes and an en-suite 
shower room. The remaining 
three bedrooms all have a built-in 
wardrobe. 

The family bathroom has a window 
to the side, and features a heated 
towel rail and a storage cupboard. 
Contact Connells on 0121 525 1177. 



Spacious three-bedroom bungalow in cul-de-sac 


Paul Carr Estate Agents are 
pleased to offer this immaculately 
presented detached family 
bungalow in Boulton Close, 
Burntwood, on sale for £425,000. 

Set in a quiet cul-de-sac 
location, this residence benefits 
from a lounge, a dining room, a 
conservatory, three bedrooms 
- master bedroom with en-suite 
shower room - a fully tiled family 
bathroom, delightful front, rear 
and side gardens, a multi-vehicle 
driveway and a double garage. 


BURNTWOOD 

£425,000 


The property also features a stylish 
and well presented modern kitchen, 
complete with fittings. 

In more detail the kitchen boasts 
cream-coloured base and wall- 
mounted units and has room for a 
table and chairs. 

The rear garden features a range 


of mature trees and shrubs, a water 
feature and paved and decked 
seating areas. 

The property is well decorated 
throughout, and all three bedrooms 
are complete with fitted wardrobes. 

Viewing is recommended to fully 
appreciate the standard of this 
accommodation. 

For further information, or to 
arrange a viewing, contact Paul 
Carr on 01922 701001. 










































































































































Electricians 


Gardening 


MATT WALTERS 
DIGITAL AERIALS 

your LOCAL Aerial/Satellite specialist 
Aerials - Satellite Dishes Fitted From £65 
^ ANY LIKE FOR LIKE „ 
QUOTATION BEATEN 
Senior Citizen Discounts 
I 2 Year Guarantee I 

Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat 
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIROOM 
SKY Q specialist 

• Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out 

• Same Day service • Freeview Specialist 


£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


Mobile: 07853 253176 


£ 


DAVID ADAMS! 


ARPEN1 


Doors, loft conversions, laminate 
flooring, UPVC windows & doors 


30 years experience 


0121 602 1450 
07885 417812 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 

www.cleancarehalesowen.co.uk 


Carpentry 


Computers 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Installed 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PCI 
Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 + 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 



PAINTER & 
DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured M 

O.A.P Discounts __ 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 



HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

r Painters & 
^ Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 

halesowendecorators@gmail.com 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


All building maintenance 
and DIY work undertaken 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


ALL DOMESTIC ELECTRICAL 
WORK UNDERTAKEN 


25 years’ experience 
ELECSA Registered 
For reliable, local service, call BRIAN 

1 0 7,746 M 
988312011 


Double Glazing 


Misted Sealed Units? 


ilUairk (Jlmmtrtj OSUtHttut 


Contact IIS ton a FREE quote! 

Manufacturers 
& Installers of 
windows, doors & 
conservatories 

'A' Rated Windows as Standard 

lO YEAR GUARANTEE 

Please see our customer reviews 
on either Homepro or Which 

^ A A 

■conz+t.'-t co-4s£ 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

01384 566100 

www.blackcountryolazino.com Wk. 

IFEN&AI 


Driveways 


ACE PAVING SERVICES LTD* 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 



City and Guilds Streetworks Approved 

• Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios • Landscaping 

• Streetworks • Curb dropping • Turfing • Fencing and Decking 

• Power Washing • 5 year guarantee FREE estimate *15 years experience 

• Fully insured • Resinbond Drives. 

01384 847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web: www.acepavingservicesltd.co.uk 
Email: acepavingservices@outlook.com 
Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, * d y ftp 
Halesowen B63 2QB_t 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 


Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks • Resurfacing 

5 Year Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Checfca 


Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



C-G Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving, Power Cleaning, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & Driver available 

01384 596721 
07483 889 139 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / 
security alarms and lighting / fault finding and repairs / 
shower replacements and more 

Free quotations available 
Over 20 years’ experience 

Contact now: 

0121 531 6884 / 07753 393562 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 
j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 



REWIRING EXPERTS.co.uk 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality ^ 

local service call: ► 

0121 3690311 
07939 503905 



Roberts 

Guttering 

Services 

20% Discount 

Local Specialists 
Dry Verge Units Fitted 
For All aspects of 
cleaning & repair call 
Robert for a 
FREE quote on 
07767869792 
We Fit UPVC 
Soffits & Fascias 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 



Fencing 


■-EfclFenclng 


(Bjjjg 


All types of quality 
fencing supplied 
~ ?ted 


& erected 
Plus decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 

— FREE QUOTES — 

Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 



• ALL AREAS COVER 

For a free quote call 

0121 532 2263 or 07951 536929 


Fencing ft Gates 


ft 


All Carden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over 15 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Steve on 


01384 242891 Off 0797ft 300586 


call 
for more 
information 


■« 

I ROWAN 

TREE AND GARDEN SERVICES 

• Tree Surgeon Specialist • Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 

• Hedges Pruned/Shaped • Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
• Fencing • Turfing • Concreting • Driveways & Patios 

• Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation quotation 

WWW.ROWANGROUP.CO.UK 
01384 213644 or 
07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, r^l 

N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) “■ Lzd 
All staff C.R.B. Certified hHEfe&l 


Roy's Mowing & Garden Maintenance 



Garden tidy up's 

Bush/tree's/conifers/hedges cut or removed 
No job too big or small 
Special rates for OAP's 
Gutters Cleaned 

Fencing and Sheds Painted/Creo: 

Patios and Drives Jetwashed 
Lawns cut fortnightly or one offs” 

Over grown gardens cleared 


Please call: 0121 602 3815 / 07979 980951 



(3A 


mmsmssmms 


Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
• Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


www.ragardenservices.net 


EXPERIENCED GARDENER 
RELIABLE AND 

Looking for full / part time work 

PETROL MOWERS/ 
STRIMMERS SERVICES 
FROM £50 

References Available 
No job too small, Give me a call 
PRH GARDEN & MAINTENANCE 
Call Peter 

07746 195172 
01384 821105 


R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


Oven Cleaning 


For a friendly local independent 

oven cleaning service 

CLEANOVEN 

We clean all types of domestic 
ovens, cookers, traditional stoves, 
hobs, extractors and microwaves 

(^ali frvi a 0 ?^£3 yocote 

Tel: 01384 393168 

Mobile Anytime: 07713 163060 























































































































































Halesowen Chronicle 


Gutter Cleaning 


Roofing 


Plumbing & Heating 



ROOFING SERVICES 




Mot’s 




• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs. 

- Rubberised flat roofing 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 

FREE QUOTES AVAILABLE 



irn^yrotTigi irri TTTTrrmTig 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 



NATURAL & LPG GAS I 

Free Quotation /.' 

07961 140885 B 


MOT 


with this advert 


Green Garage, unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 ou 


0 

0121 559 6001 MOT 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 


Motor 


Motor Body Work Specialists 
Insurance Approved 
From a minor bump to major repairs 
FREE local pick up and delivery 
FREE estimates and written quotes 


We also supply a car and van to none fault or insurance 
Web: www.crosswaysmotorbodies.co.uk 
email: crossways1@btinternet.com 


30 Years Experience 
4ft 


Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 



Mobile Hairdresser 


■ MOBI LEH 
H A I RDRESSER 

Cuts, Colours, Perms et< 

Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


Plumbing 



C.A. Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


07538 718264 



DHPUSimS 


ill 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
cnmplete rnnms 


Ol 21 422 8594 or 
07985 548466 


Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 


ELITE 1 pCaStIcS. 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


KS 
ERVICES 

All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
, decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 




Skip Hire 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
1 With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 /07885 575865 

www. elite p last icsup vc. co. uk 



SKIES 




Tree Surgeon 


OUSEHOLD- 

r P L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

/Cl p All installations and repairs 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-602 6776 A 

\—www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 


TREE 

SURGEONS 

11 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN ALL 
ASPECTS OF TREE 
MAINTENANCE & TREE 
FELLING, STUMP REMOVAL, 
HEDGE TRIMMING 

CALL US ON: 

07817 553 346 
01384 387 016 

A 

tepba/tirma 



All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


ALL RUBBISH 


1 0 * u OVi * >1 


WE LOAD FOR YOU 


GARDEN, HOUSE, 
FACTORY, SHOP AND 
LAND CLEARANCES 

From single items 
to large loads 

CHEAPER 
THAN A SKIP 

Immediate onsite quotation 
Telephone 7 days a week 
8.00am-9.00pm 


Tel: 01384 469681 

Always a friendly service 
Business Waste Licence 
CB/TP3394LH 


»k\*l •Nllla 

GO 

Ati 

THE ONLY READ FOR 
REAL FANS 
EVERY MONDAY 

Part of Express & Star Ltd ExpreSS & Star 


info@terrafirma-arb.co.uk 

www.terrafirma-arb.co.uk 


I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories. 

Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 



Most ads are 
legal, decent, 
honest and 
truthful. 


In 2016, the ASA 
removed 4,824 that weren’t. 


ASA.org.uk 




Advertising Standards Authority 

































































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Funeral Directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121 422 2794 


www.nedowning.co.uk 



Stourbridge’s longest established 
Family Run Mobility Store 

Brettell Lane, Amblecote, 
Stourbridge DY8 4BS. Open Mon-Sat. 


01384 378252 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 



HORNBY 003 RAIL Items for sale. 
Items from £1. 

01902 885800. 



L Leisure 
Time 



Holiday Home for 
Sale-2014 


Willerby Vacation 2 bed, 6 
berth pre-loved £16,995 
On a Superb family friendly 
5 star park with outstanding 
facilities Nr Welshpool. 
www.gwernyddhall.co.uk 

Call Steve or Rob 
01686 650236. 


HOLIDAY HOME 
FOR SALE 

2012 ABI Ambleside 2 bedroom 
luxurious and spacious model 
£33,995 on an immaculate & family 
friendly 5 star park in the breath 
taking location of historic Harlech 
with spectacular beaches, castle 
and gold course minutes away 
www.minydonpark.co.uk 
call Jayne or Carl 01766 780286 



SITED PARK HOME AT 
WOLVERLEY. 


Only two miles from 
Kidderminster. 

Double glazed. Central heated. 
On site clubhouse. 
Lovely Park. 

£40,000 
07774 715830. 


3 H 



STATIC CARAVAN 
FOR SALE 

Six berth, Pemberton Elite, 
excellent condition, sited 
approx 20 miles outside 
Welshpool. 

Site fees paid till 2019. 

Own fishing pools. 

£9,500 ono. 

07902 853567. 


STATIC CARAVAN 
WILLERBY COTTAGE 

Five miles from Symonds Yat 
Rock, Ross on Wye, 35x12ft, 
large lounge, kitchen/dining 
area, two double bedrooms, 
one ensuite, one with walk in 
wardrobe and shower room, 
two toilets, gas fire and lounge 
plus electric panel heating, 
sleeps six, full equipped immac¬ 
ulate, 

£7,750. 

07572 936150 or 01384 
936105. 


STERLING EUROPA 495 

2007, 4 berth, fixed bed, side 
washroom, little used, well 
serviced and excellent 
condition. 

£7,500 ono. 

Ring for more information 
01694 771330. 07966 219013. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 


\ 

Yorkshire 

v___ 


YORKSHIRE DALES 

Meadow Holidays 

Country Cottages / Suites in Wensleydale 

“Weeks from £209 per couple 
“Weekends just £99 per couple 

Families Welcome 

Walk in scenic countryside bv waterfalls or 
visit historic market towns with friendly Inns 


Brochure (24hrs) 01969 624145 

email: rita@meadowholidays.com 
www.meadowholidays.com 


URGENTLY REQUIRED 

Guitarist, drums, keyboard 
player for Headlining band. 

Please call 
07505 984025. 


FULL GOLF EQUIPMENT Trolley, 
18 clubs, new golf balls, books, 
videos, many more extras. As new, 
hardly used. £200. 01902 493151. 


FreeAdi 

IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

To sell items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



* ANTIQUE/ * 
COLLECTORS 
VINTAGE FAIR 

CORNBOW HALL, HAGLEY STREET, 
HALESOWEN, B633AT 
FRIDAY 20TH APRIL 
8:30 AM-3 PM 
07783680627 
FREE ADMISSION 



Home & 
Ls ervices 


GREY FABRIC corner suite, loose 
cushions, one year old, buyer col¬ 
lects, £450. 07527111843. 

M&S SOFA with two armchairs, 
brown/brandy colour. Very good 
condition. £220. 01902 664611. 
Must collect. 



C B SHEDS 
& FENCING 

We supply & fit. Free quotes. 

Call: 01922 720270 

We also supply sleepers and decking 


LAWN TRACTOR 22 HP. 
42IN CUT 

With collector. 

As new. Unused. 

Cost £4,000 
will accept £1,995. 
Can deliver. 
07710169150. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business 
Ad vertisements( Disclosure) 
Order of 1977 requires that 
advertisements must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


CORRUGATED GALVANISED 

Sheets. New, £8 can deliver. Also 
box profile and PVC/polycarb. 
David Broxton on 07834 489558. 
HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



A BEST CASH PRICE 



FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby/Bachmann/Bowmans/ 
Roundhouse/Graham/Farsh/ 
any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547 
thetrainmaster67@ 
hotmail.com 




A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 
FOR DIE CAST CARS/ 
LORRIES 

Britains, Corgi, Dinky, 

Spot on, Tri-ang, Danbury Mint 
and Mamod Engines. 

Best prices paid. 

Any condition. 
Collections bought. 
Telephone 01922 327897 
or 07976 691563. 


ALL BRASS/COPPER ornaments/ 
brassware, all descriptions, miners 
lamps, old medals, dinky, corgi toys 
and railways. 01902 745598. 



ALL MILLITARIA ITEMS 
FROM WARS WANTED BY 
COLLECTOR 


Swords, medals, helmets etc, 
single or full items. 

German, Japenese, British. 
Will collect. 

Very good prices paid 

07511 500337. 


MAMOD STEAM engines/trains 
wanted.All conditions, railway col¬ 
lections, Scalextric by Tri-ang any 
condition. 01902 745598. 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 

SPECTRUM GAMES Wanted, plus 
any Spectrum 128k+ 2 computer 
wanted also any old Crash or your 
Sinclair Magazines. 01902 892918. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 


specialists at 
your service 


Aerials 


yi/Ti rrrrmTPfi ^ mm 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

Digital aerials, CCTV cameras, TV 
wall mount fitted. 07850 330251. 


CLASSIFIEDS 
"JUST WHAT 
I NEEDED" 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from 
my Classified 
Advertising Contract” 
Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


Building Services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

All Building & Roofing Work 
Driveways, Landscaping 
Over 40 year exp | All work guaranteed 

Free Quotes: 07837 994465 
01902 579 592 


Gardening Services 

V_ 

GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 

B arden. 25 years experience. Call 
1902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


Fencing 


PORTWfly 

FENCING 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £79 S 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.3C 
Sat 8am -12noon 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury 


Electricians 



Call Claire Smith: 01902 319661 


claire.smith@expressandstar.co.uk 


% 

Fencing 


\ 

Removals 


CLASSIFIEDS 
"IUST WHAT 
I NEEDED" 


“I am extremely happy with 
the service I get from my 
Express & Star Classified Sales 
Representatives and would 
recommend them to anyone! They 
have done a very professional job 
with my website so I get online 
enquiries as well now.” 

Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 

\ 

Gas Fitting 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 

\ 

House Clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 / 
01902 534021 


Landscaping 


J D's Landscaping and Building 

Bricklaying and all paving work 
Fencing and gates 
Conservatory and porch bases 

FREE QUOTES 

Call John 01384 326405 or 
07719 807564 


Plastering 

v_ 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 


Removals 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


V 

Roofing 

\ 



MG ROOFING 


Flat Roofing, Tiling, Roof Repairs, 
Fascias and Gutters. 

Call 01902 238989/ 
07580 465449. 

www.mgroofingwestmidlands.co.uk 


Rubbish Removal 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 



t.v. / home 
entertainment 


Service 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs. Digital aerials, sky, 
CCTV cameras. TV wall mounts 
and TV set ups. 07850 330251. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
"IUST WHAT 
I NEEDED" 



“TV Link are really 
pleased with their 
response from their 
Classified Campaign” 

Bill-TV Link 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 



I-X 


4 

Pets & 
Animals 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation, this is a legal requirement. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it's 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland hiews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


JACK 

Greyhound/Saluki. 

Age aprox 5, 

I'm a very affectionate gentle 
boy, I like my walks but 1 also 
don't mind lazy days, 

I like other dogs and am very 
sociable with people, 

I am good in the car and walk 
nice on the lead, 

I will make a lovely low 
maintenance pet. 

For more information call 

01588 676106. 01588 638560. 
www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 


SPECIAL HOMES WANTED 

Blue Merl Border Collie male, 
age 8, not had the best start. 
Jack, 2 year old Border Collie, 
lovely temperament, good with 
children and other pets 
Theo, 5 year old Jack Russell, 
tri colour, typical busy little dog. 
Collie cross boy, 5 months old, 
affectionate, good with other 
dogs. 

Cooper, delightful little 
Schnauzer boy, been clipped, 
looks lovely, good with 
everything. 

Tess, pretty 2 year old Border 
Collie, good with other dogs and 
children. 

01588 676106. 
www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 



Business & 
L Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 


6 

Property 





NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

ALDERSLEY Furnished Flatlet suit 
single working mature person, inc 
CFT, TV, electricity, parking, 
£350pcm. 07957 595840 no DSS. 



BOARD/LODGING 

REQUIRED 

For Indian overseas profes¬ 
sional cricketer, from mid April 
to mid September 2018, in the 
Fordhouses area. 

Contact 07969 364241. 




PARK HOME STATELY 
ALBION 

2 bed. 

One en suite. 

Plus bathroom. 

Double unit, 

Close to Shrewsbury. 

£98,000. 

01691 682118 or 07975 
643737. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


If an ad 
is wrong, 
the ASA 
is here to 
put it right. 


ASA.org.uk 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, April 12, 2018 
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ClassifiedAds 


Properties Wanted 


Yes/ofitiaa 

HOMEBUYERS 



We will buy your house fast! 


Free Valuation? Yes/ Any House? Yes/ 
Fast Sale? Yes/ Any Loc.a+ion? Yes/ 

No Fees? Yes/ Any Condition? Yes/ 
FREE, GUARANTEED, instoint o-P£er today! 


Call 0121 663 140 



or text "Cash" to 66777 
yeshomebuyers.c.om 



SEMI RETIRED 
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT 


Seeks part time bookkeeping or 
accountancy position. 
Halesowen and surrounding 
areas. 

0121 5501094. 


Full Time General 


The Earls High School 

Furnace Lane, Halesowen, 

West Midlands. B63 3SL 

Tel: 01384 816105 

Email: recruitment@earls.dudley.sch.uk 



ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 


Oldbury Area. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


NWUr' 

CROWN 

MOTORS 

Guaranteed best price 
for your unwanted 
cars and vans 

07903 549849 

buyer will call 


★★★ 

GENTLEMAN 63 YEARS 
OLD 

In good condition, would like to 
meet an attractive lady 25 - 60 
years old to spoil and pamper. 

Box Number P21139, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



GENUINE, ATTRACTIVE, 
SLIM MAN 


33. 

Caring. GSOH. 

Car owner. Solvent. 
WLTM Genuine lady 40-60 for 
evenings, days out and 
friendship. 

Box Number P21145, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 



MALE 60 S 

Easy going, WLTM nice lady, 
slim build with GSOH 
aged 50-65 years to enjoy 
meals/days out, holidays, 
countryside etc. 

Box Number P21138, 


TEACHING ASSISTANT - LEVEL 3 

Grade 5, Scale Points 18 - 21 
£12,882 - £14,356 p.a. 

This is a temporary, part time post, 31.5 hours per week, 
term time only (38 weeks). 

Please contact the School for further details and an Application Form 
or visit our website: www.earlshighschool.org 
CLOSING DATE: Tuesday, 17th April 2018 


The Earls High School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 


This post is subject to an enhanced Disclosure & Barring Service check. 



8 

Mo 

toring 


ksssuydii 

FORD FOCUS 1.4LX 

Y reg, 5dr, one owner, very low 
mileage, full electric pack, HFS, 
lots of history, long MoT, 

£950. 

07599 220780. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



CITROEN C3 PICASSO 


1.6 HDi, 63 reg, new MoT, new 
service/tyres, 74,000 miles. 

£3,500 ono. 

01902 682321. 



CITROEN XSARA LX1.4 


52 plate. 

MoT January 2019. 

Low miles. 35k. 

Excellent condition throughout. 
First to see will buy. 

£695. 

07462 722613. 


BARGAIN 


NISSAN PRIMERA 
2.2 SVE TDi 

2004. 

99,000 miles. 

12 months MoT. 



PEUGEOT 1075DR 


full service history. 

High Spec. 

One owner since 2006. 

£995. 

01384 374704/07941 580819. 
PEUGEOT 206 

2004, two door, 77,000 miles, 
MoT June, 

£600 ono. 


2009, 79,000 Miles, Black, abs, 
electric windows, electric 
mirrors, air con, fsh, alarm, 
MoT, long MoT Good 
Condition. 

£1,795 

01902 744023 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 

01902 317878 

ClassifiedAds 


07903 001517 or 07375 
624574. 


SEAT ALHAMBRA 

For repair or spares, silver, 
2003, six months MoT, seven 
seats, 

£500. 

07900 077417. 



CORTINA MK2 WANTED for 

restoration project. Please tele¬ 
phone 01902 781018. 


WANTED, CLASSIC Car. Private 
cash buyer. Any condition, anything 
considered. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 


CLASSIC CAR 


Triumph, MG. Mercedes etc, 
running or not, anything 
considered. 

Cash paid. 

Telephone Ron 
07424 399776. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083/ 
07831 245313 



PUBLIC 
& LEGAL 
NOTICES 


For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to Marie 
Hogg on 01902 319694 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 
(remember to include a name/ 
contact number for confirmation 
of receipt) 


MARK FREEMAN 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the aforementioned 
deceased, late of 115 Meadow Walk Cradley 
Heath West Midlands B64 7EG, who died on 
06/03/2018, are required to send particulars 
thereof in writing to the undersigned Solicitors 
on or before 22/06/2018, after which date the 
Estate will be distributed having regard only 
to claims and interests of which they have 
had notice. 

GEORGE GREEN LLP 

195 High Street Cradley Heath 

West Midlands B64 5HW T 527200 



SWAP NUMBERS with local singles 
& couples seeking Adult Fun! 
01902 489181 / Txt: 07860 021670 


Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 



FC PERTON 


FA CHARTER STANDARD 
CLUB 

Require under 10's players for a 
new team. 

Also Under 1 6 1 s players 
required. 

Contact Paul 07592 065735. 



REACH 
CUSTOMERS 
ON THE MOVE 



n 


Advertise your business 
on the 

Express & Star website 

To find out how you can benefit call MNA Digital on 01902 319730 


MNA DIGITAL 































































APRIL SHOWERS AT T WAIL VAUXHAli 

"OUR PRICES JUST KEEP FAILING! "YOU GET IT All ATT WAIL" 


MANAGERS SPECIALS 

14 64 ADAM JAM 1.2 3DR RED N ROLL 7,100 MILES. 

1515 ADAM JAM 1 .2 3DR LET IT BLUE 12,500 MILES. 

1515 ADAM GRAND SLAM 1.4T GREY/RED ROOF 20,900 MILES STUNNING!. 

1363 CORSASX11.4 5DRASTEROID GREY38,000 MILES. 

1414 CORSA LTD EDN 1.2 3DR FLAME RED 20,500 MILES. 

1515 NEW CORSA STING 1.0TURB0 3DR OLYMPIC WHITE 22,800 MILES STUNNING!. 

1515 CORSA SE 1.4 5DR SOVEREIGN SILVER 36,100 MILES. 

15 65 MOKKA EXCLUSIV1.6CDTI CARBON FLASH 11,500 MILES. 

16 66 ASTRA ELITE 1.6CDTI 136PS SPORTS TOURER 5DR DEEP SKY BLUE 14,000 MILES 

1717 ADAM ENERGISED 1.2 LET IT BLUE DELIVERY MILES 29 ONLY!. 

17 67 MERIVA LIFE 1.4 5DR SUMMIT WHITE DELIVERY MILES. 

17 67 MERIVA LIFE 1.4 5DR CARBON FLASH DELIVERY MILES. 

17 67 MERIVA LIFE 1.4 5DR SOVEREIGN SILVER DELIVERY MILES. 

17 67 MERIVA LIFE 1.4 5DR SOVEREIGN SILVER DELIVERY MILES. 


WAS 

NOW 

SAVE 

...£7195 

£6495 

£700 


£7795 



£9995 


...£6195 

£5595 

£600 

...£7295 

£6495 

£800 

...£7195 

£6695 

£500 

...£7295 

£6695 

£600 

£10795 

£10395 

£400 

£13995 

£13495 

£500 

...£9995 

£9495 

£500 

...£9895 

£9395 

£500 

...£9895 

£9495 

£400 

...£9895 

£9495 

£400 

...£9895 

£9495 

£400 


VIVA AND ADAM 


1515 VIVA SE 1.0 5DR BLUE RAY ONLY 7,600 MILES . £6995 

1 6 66 VIVA SL1.0 5DR SUMMIT WHITE 1,300 MILES ONLY . £7795 

15 65 ADAM GLAM 1.4 3DR PURPLE FICTION 19,600 MILES TECH PACK . £8995 £8795 

15 65 ADAM SLAM 1.4 3DR RED N ROLL 18,200 MILES . £9295 

16 66 ADAM ENERGISED 1.2 RED N ROLL 6,500 MILES . £8995 


£200 


WAS NOW 

ASTRA, MERIVA & ZAFIRA 

1010 ASTRA EXCLUSIV 1.6 AUTO 5DR DEEPSKY BLUE 52,500 MILES. £5295 

1212 ASTRA SR11.4 5DR TECHNICAL GREY 35,000 MILES. £5995 

1313 ASTRA EXCLUSIV 1.4 5DR SOVEREIGN SILVER 46,000 MILES. £6495 £6195 

15 65 ASTRA LTD EDN 1.4 TURBO OLYMPIC WHITE 17,300 MILES. £9995 

16 66 ASTRA SRI NAV 1.6CDTI 136ps 5DR POWER RED 12,800 MILES EX DEMO. £13295 

1717 ASTRA LIMITED GTC 3DR SUMMIT WHITE 12,500 MILES LEATHER SAT/NAV. £14995 

1111 MERIVA SE1.4T5DR OLYMPIC WHITE 55,500 MILES. £4995 

1111 MERIVA SE 1.4 5DR SILVER LIGHTNING 40,000 MILES. £5495 

1515 MERIVA LIFE 1.4 5DR OLYMPIC WHITE 16,500 MILES. £7795 £7295 

15 65 MERIVA EXCLUSIV 1.4 AUTO SOVEREIGN SILVER 20,000 MILES. £9695 

1515 ZAFIRA TOURER TECHLINE 1.6CDTI OLYMPIC WHITE 47,300 MILES. £9995 

16 66 ZAFIRA TOURER TECHLINE 1.6CDTI SOVEREIGN SILVER 13,500 MILES EX DEMO. £15495 

MOKKA, MOKKA X & ANTARA 

1414 MOKKA TECHLINE 1.7CDTI 5DR SUMMIT WHITE 44,600 MILES. £9995 

14 64 MOKKA EXCLUSIV 1.4T 5DR SUMMIT WHITE 27,200 MILES. £10495 

15 65 MOKKA TECHLINE 1.6 5DR SUMMIT WHITE 9,700 MILES. £11695 

15 65 MOKKA TECHLINE 1.6CDTI ORANGE ROCK 13,700 MILES. £11995 

1515 MOKKA SE 1.7CDTI AUTOMATIC ASTEROID GREY 16,000 MILES. £11995 

1717 MOKKA X ELITE NAV 1.4T BORACAY BLUE 12,300 MILES. £15995 

1717 MOKKA X ELITE NAV 1.4T SOVEREIGN SILVER 12,200 MILES. £15995 

1717 MOKKA X ELITE NAV 1.4T QUANTUM GREY 13,950 MILES. £15795 

1616 ANTARA DIAMOND 2.2CDTI 163ps 5DR CARBON FLASH 26,950 MILES. £10695 


INSIGNIA 


CORSA 

12 62 CORSA ACTIVE 1.4 3DR ASTEROID GREY ONLY 28,500 MILES . £5995 

1414 CORSA S1.2 5DR OLYMPIC WHITE 28,600 MILES . £5995 

14 63 CORSA SX11.4 3DR OLYMPIC WHITE ONLY 14,700 MILES . £6495 £6250 £245 

14 64 CORSA EXCITE 1.4 5DR DEEP SKY BLUE 27,300 MILES . £6695 

1515 NEW CORSA LIFE 1.2 3DR FLAME RED 23,100 MILES . £6995 

1414 CORSA LTD EDN 1.2 3DR FLAME RED 40,200 MILES . £7295 £6795 £500 

1414 CORSA LTD BLACK EDN 1.4 TURBO 3DR BLACK 9,000 MILES . £7495 

1515 NEW CORSA EXCITE 1.4 3DR OLYMPIC WHITE 15,000 MILES . £7895 

1515 NEW CORSA EXCITE 1.4 90 3DR FLAME RED 10,000 MILES . £7995 

1616 NEWCORSA ENERGY 1.4 90 5DR FLAME RED 13,000 MILES . £8995 

1515 NEWCORSA LTD EDN 1.4 5DR OLYMPIC WHITE 31,300 MILES . £8495 

1515 NEWCORSA DESIGN 1.4 AUTOMATIC 5DR ONLY 12,500 MILES . £9495 £9295 £200 


1616 NEW CORSA LTD EDN 1.4 3DR OLYMPIC WHITE ONLY 2,500 MILES . £9195 


14 64 INSIGNIA TECHLINE 2.0CDTI 5DR SOVEREIGN SILVER 25,400 MILES PLUS PACK . £10495 

1616 INSIGNIA SRI NAV 2.0CDTI 5DR SILVER LAKE 36,800 MILES . £10995 

1515 INSIGNIA SRI NAV 2.0CDTI 5DR SILVER LAKE 22,000 MILES . £11495 

OTHER FRANCHISES 

09 59 HYUNDAI 110 CLASSIC 1.2 5DR MET SILVER 34,600 MILES . £3795 

11 61 FORD FOCUS SPORT 1.6TDCI 5DR WHITE 37,000 MILES . £5695 

12 62 FORD FOCUS ZETEC S 1.0 TURBO 26,500 MILES . £7495 

1616 SUZUKI SWIFT SZ-L SAT NAV 1.2 3DR RED 23,800 MILES . £8495 

15 65 FORD FIESTA ZETEC 1.25 5DR RED 15,000 MILES . £8495 

17 66 KIA PICANTO SE 1.0 5DR MET BLACK 2,300 MILES . £8995 

1515 CITROEN DS3 PURE TECH DSTYLE PLUS 1.2 3DR WHITE 16,300 MILES . £9495 £8995 

1212 MINI COUNTRYMAN COOPER 1.6D 5DR WHITE/BLACK 42,200 MILES . £9495 

1616 CITROEN C4 CACTUS FLAIR 1.6HDI SAT NAV RED 24,000 MILES . £10295 £9995 

1616 HYUNDAI 1X20 SE 1.4 BLUE DRIVE 5DR WHITE 8,200 MILES . £10695 


11 61 LR RANGE ROVER EVOQUE DYNAMIC SI4 AUTO 4WD 3DR WHITE/BLACK 55,200 MILES .£21989 £21495 

VANS ALL PLUS VAT UNLES STATED 


1616 NEW CORSA LIMITED EDITION 1.4 3DR CARBON FLASH 7,600 MILES 


17 67 VAUXHALL VIVARO SPORTIVE L2 HI 1.6CDTI WHITE 


£14995 


SAVE 


£300 


£500 


£500 

£300 

£494 


SPRING INTO T WALL APPROVED 
FOR OUR BRILLIANT OFFERS 


MANAGERS OFFERS 

WAS 

SALE PRICE 

1313 

CHEVROLET SPARK 1.2 5DR REV SENSORS SILVER 31727 MILES . 

.£4595 

£4000 

12 62 

HYUNDAI 120 ACTIVE 5DR HB GREY 41015 MILES. 

.£5995 

£5695 

1212 

MERCEDES BENZ A1 60 1 .5 BLUE SILVER 48866 MILES. 

.£5995 

£5897 

13 63 

SKODA FABIA SE 1.2 ALLOYS BLUE 17803 MILES. 

.£6995 

£6387 

1313 

SEAT IBIZA EST1 .6 FR TDI SAT NAV BLACK 62045 MILES. 

.£6995 

£6595 

1313 

VOLKSWAGON UP HIGH SAT NAV BLACK 23276 MILES. 

.£7750 

£7198 

1313 

FORD FOCUS 1.6 ZETEC 125 AUTO SILVER 25436 MILES. 

.£7995 

£7695 

1414 

SKODA OCTAVIA EST SE BUSINESS TDI RED 49515 MILES . 

.£9450 

£8912 

1717 

RENAULT CAPTUR DYNAM S NAV DC SILVER 9650 MILES . 

.£12995 

£12295 

15 65 

VOLKSWAGEN POL01.8 GTI 5DR H WHITE 26127 MILES . 

.£14350 

£13687 

1515 

AUDI A4 SE TECHNIK TDI CVT 4DR GREY 36951 MILES . 

.£14995 

£14341 



1212 

MINI COOPER S 1.6 JCW CHILLY BLACK 47000 MILES . 


. £12812 

12 62 

FORD FOCUS ZETEC 1.6 TDCI RED 52802 MILES . 


. £7495 

1717 

HYUNDAI 1800 SE CRDI SILVER 11707 MILES . 


. £17444 


08 58 NISSAN NOTE ACCENTA1.4 BLUE 32000 MILES . £3795 

04 04 CHRYSLER CROSSFIRE COUPE 3.2 V6 SILVER 59987 MILES . £4995 

1313 RENAULT CLIO EXPRESSION PLUS 1.2 WHITE 36722 MILES . £6995 

11 61 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0D SRI NAV SILVER 33475 MILES . £6750 

15 65 SUZUKI JIMNY 1.3 VVT SZ4 3DR SILVER 27679 MILES . £11695 

1515 BMW 220DXDRIVEM SPORT AUTO WHITE 18124 MILES . £19895 

14 64 FORD FOCUS ZETEC TDC11.6 5DR SILVER 10160 MILES . £9995 


WAS SALE PRICE 


1111 CITROEN C3 VTR+ 5DR HB RED 29548 MILES. £5795 

16 66 CITROEN Cl FLAIR PURETECH 5DR RED 2240 MILES. £7995 

1212 MINI COOPER 1.6 S JCW CHILLI 3DR H BLACK 47000 MILES. £12850 

14 64 ALFA ROMEO MITO DIST TWIN AIR 3DR RED 8700 MILES. £8695 

11 61 BMW 320D M SPORT - CAB BLUE 47000 MILES. £12995 

15 65 BMW 118D M SPORT 5 DR HATCHBACK WHITE 35173 MILES. £14995 

1313 VW TIGUAN R LINE TDI BMT 4M0 BLACK 21000 MILES. £16995 

1515 FIAT 500 LOUNGE 3DR HB WHITE 17000 MILES. £7995 

1515 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.41 SE 5DR H/B AUT GREY 21390 MILES. £10495 

1515 PEUGEOT 2008 ALLURE 5DR HB WHITE 17000 MILES. £10495 

1515 MAZDA 6 SPORT NAV D WHITE 30705 MILES. £14995 

1515 HONDA CR-V EX l-DTEC AUTO SILVER 33193 MILES. £17495 

1616 HYUNDAI 1301.6 CRDI B/D SE 5DR BLACK 25520 MILES. £9995 

1414 CITROEN Cl EDITION 1.0 5DR HB BLUE 20338 MILES. £5995 

1515 JEEP RENEGADE 1.6 M JET LTD ORANGE 36253 MILES. £12995 

1616 KA3DR HAT 1.2 69PS ZETEC WHITE 26000 MILES. £6995 

VANS 

14 64 VAUXHALL COMBO 200 L1H1 CDTI BLACK 30835 MILES. £6650+VAT 

15/15 FIAT DOBLO16V1 MULI-JET WHITE 39749 MILES. £6250+VAT 

A SELECTION OF VIVARO 1.6 CDTI SPORTIVE 120PSSILVER17 AND 67 PLATES A 

AVAILABLE FROM. £13995 +VAT 


T Wo 11 Go roges Hl 9 h Street ' Pensnett A war( | w j n ning family-run business - established 1953 
wwwtwaNxauk DY6 8XB 1 Milefrom RussellsHal1 ' Hos P ilal ' towards Kingswinford „ auxHALL 
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ROAD TEST 


34 MOTORING 


Job well done 


in latest Subaru XV 



Off-road, and on standard tyres, the XV was properly impressive 


By Ian Donaldson 

Lots of car makers barely mention the oily 
bits when they proudly introduce the latest 
model, concentrating instead on the newly 
flowing lines or vibrant colour choices. 

Well, Subaru does all that too - but only 
after giving you a technical teach-in worthy 
of a first year degree course in automotive 
engineering. 

Or nearly; with enough diagrams and charts 
to have you hoping to remember your tumble 
generation valve from your lateral bending 
stiffness. 

No, me neither, until a dip into the press 
info file shows we’re talking here about the 
engine and body, the first making the fuel mix 
better in the cylinders and the increased latter 
producing a stiffer body that’s safer, quieter 
and better riding. 

Both feature on the new Subaru XV, a 
thorough makeover of an SUV launched 
in 2012 and facelifted four years later but 
only taking a fifth of the modest 2,665 total 
Subarus sales in the UK last year. 

The company wants to become the fastest 
growing car brand in Europe in 2018 and 
hopes the latest XV will do its bit to make that 
happen. 

If buyers put their head before their heart 
that ought not to be an impossible target, 
if the heart rules there is an awful lot of 
handsome competition out there in the 
mid-size SUV market (think Mazda CX-3 and 
Toyota CH-R for starters). 

Let’s go head first into the new XV, where 
Subaru continues to make much of its long 
term mechanical features, with a flat four 
engine and all-wheel drive contributing a 
lower centre of gravity for better roadholding 
and slippery road stability respectively. 



It looks a lot like the old car 


The choice of 2.0 litre 154bhp or new 
112bhp 1.6 litre petrol engine (the old diesel 
is ditched) comes with a CVT automatic 
transmission and permanent all-wheel drive, 
all wrapped in a body a little longer and wider 
than before and a lot stiffer too. 

It looks a lot like the old car but with 
shapelier curves and a touch more off-road 
aggression around the plastic wheelarch 
extensions. Inside, there is a very obvious lift 
in quality of trim and much clearer instruments 
and graphics. 

Keeping things simple, the XV comes with 
the two engine choices and just two trim 
levels, with prices starting at £24,995 for the 
1.6 SE and adding £2,000 for SE Premium 
trim. 

Choose the bigger 2.0 litre engine and the 
prices are £26,495 and £28,495, with the 
latter top spec likely to be the biggest seller by 
some way. 

Choose the simple SE model and you won’t 
feel shortchanged, with standard kit stretching 


from adaptive cruise control and pre-collision 
braking to hill descent control and an eight 
inch touchscreen and Apple CarPlay and 
Android Auto. 

The plusher SE Premium adds satellite 
navigation, leather seats, power adjustment 
for the driver and a sunroof. 

There remains enough room in the rear seat 
for a couple of adults not to fall out on a long 
journey and the already decently sized boot 
gains a tiny bit more packing space. 


The 2.0 litre engine does an adequate, if 
unspectacular job of propelling the newcomer 
at any sane road speed and with notably 
more refinement than before. It showed an 
acceptable 36mpg after an undemanding 
drive on British roads. 

Pushed to its limit, the 2.0 will hit 121 mph, 
reach 62mph in 10.4 seconds and recorded 
40.9mpg and 155g/km in the official tests - all 
unexceptional figures. 

The smaller 1.6 has to work harder, with 


an indifferent 13.9 seconds to 62mph and 
109mph top speed - for modest efficiency 
gains, showing 44.1 mpg and 145g/km. 

Off road, and on standard tyres, the XV was 
properly impressive, tackling a track more 
than ankle deep in freshly minted winter mud. 
As on the road, some subtle adjustments to 
the suspension meant a calmer than expected 
ride. 

So, Subaru’s depth of engineering prowess 
shines through again. Job done? 
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Quarterback Jo Kilby runs with the ball in hand 


Quarterback Jo Kilby hands over to the running back 



Birmingham Lions are five-time national champions 



Running back Ruth Matta (credit: Geoff White) 


Diamond date 
as Lions get 
ready to roar 


RECENTLY-CROWNED national cham¬ 
pions for the fifth time in their history, 
the Birmingham Lions women’s Amer¬ 
ican football team will travel to Finland 
this month to play in the Diamond Bowl, 
Europe’s first-ever international tourna¬ 
ment. 

Created in 2014, the side are always looking 
for a new challenge, and this one might just be 
the biggest so far. 

Travelling to Finland, Europe’s leading nation for 
women’s American football, the Lions will compete to 
become ‘Europe best women’s American football team’ 
in an international tournament held in Helsinki from 
April 20-22 at the Diamond Bowl. 

A squad of 37 players, six coaches and three mem¬ 
bers of medical staff will take off from London to face 
some of the top teams from Russia and Finland. 

Historic 

The Lions are pioneers in the women’s game in 
Great Britain and are now well known for pushing the 
boundaries of the sport. They were the first British 
women’s club side to take on a European club abroad 
in 2015 when they played French side Les Sparkles 
and travelled to Helsinki in 2017 to take on the Hel¬ 
sinki Wolverines, Finland’s national champions. 

A year later, they are about to play in an historic, 
unprecedented tournament, both on a European and 
domestic scale. This is the first time that any team 
affiliated with the British American Football Associa¬ 
tion (BAFA) Women’s has played 11-a-side American 
football abroad. 

Lions’ Head Coach Jamie Kilby said: “Having never 
played an 11-a-side game together before the begin- 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Celine Bisson 


ning of the tournament, we cannot underestimate how 
tough this challenge will be, and that is the exact rea¬ 
son why we want to take it on. 

“Having already beaten the Helsinki Wolverines, in 
a nine-a-side game, hopefully the opposition will be a 
little wary, and that’s what makes it even more ex¬ 
citing! The Birmingham Lions are fierce competitors, 
and with a roster bursting with talent in their prime 
I’m confident we are going to surprise more than a 
few people.” 

The Lions will face the Helsinki Roosters, hosts and 
one of Finland’s most established team, but also the 
Saint Petersburg Valkyries and the Tampere Saints in 
a former Summer Olympics venue, the Helsinki Velo¬ 
drome. The Lions will open the tournament on April 
20 against the Valkyries. Club captain Jo Kilby said: 
“The team is extremely excited to be returning to Fin¬ 
land, this time to play 11-a-side football versus some 
of Europe’s best exponents. 

“Hosted by the Helsinki Roosters, whose pedigree is 
well regarded, our ambition is to compete, represent 
our team and ourselves proudly whilst learning masses 
from the opportunity and experience. Whatever the 
outcome we hope to have a lot of fun along the way 
and bring a taste of the Lions brand of football proudly 
to the European fore.” 

For more information about the Diamond Bowl, full 
program and live streams, visit diamond.helsinkiroost- 
ers.com or to find out more about the Birmingham 
Lions, visit birminghamlions.co.uk. 


Tettenhall-based Fell tipped to find his form 
with Worcestershire in county championship 


Move to delay 
start of season 


CRICKET coach Kevin Sharp is backing Worces¬ 
tershire batsman Tom Fell to bounce back from the 
challenges of last summer and enjoy a productive 2018 
campaign back in Division One of the County Cham¬ 
pionship. 

Head coach Sharp says Wolverhampton batsman 
Fell, from Tettenhall, is ‘in a good frame of mind and 
looking very good at the crease’ with the county cricket 
season set to get underway tomorrow, Friday. 

The 24-year-old scored 1,000 championship runs 
when Worcestershire were last in the top flight in 2015 
and he greatly impressed the then champions York¬ 
shire with his century in the opening game of that 
season. 

Now he will be striving to play a full part in the coun¬ 


ty’s ambitions as they try to make their mark in Divi¬ 
sion One, with the opening match away to Hampshire. 
Sharp said: “Tom is still relatively young and every 
player will go through a tough period. His was probably 
a bit longer than he would have liked but it won’t do 
him any harm. He is in a good frame of mind, he looks 
very good at the crease. 

“He probably enjoyed a little break at the end of the 
season like we all did and he looks absolutely fine. I’d 
be very confident that he will go on and have a good 
season. He got 1,000 runs the last time he played in 
Division One. He got a fine century against Yorkshire 
and they were very impressed.” 

In terms of last summer, Sharp added: “Sometimes 
when you are out of form, the confidence levels and 


the technique go hand in hand. If you are a bit low on 
confidence, it can affect your technique. You might grip 
the bat a bit hard so it affects your balance and your 
bat path and those things were happening a little for 
Tom which is not unusual. 

“But once he has managed to spend some time at 
the crease again, and started to relax and enjoyed that 
feeling of being out there again, all those other things 
will just fall into place.” 

Worcestershire have been forced to revise their 
pre-season plans after a succession of wash-outs. 

Not a ball was bowled in three days of scheduled 
cricket with Gloucestershire at Bristol and a three-day 
first class game with Leeds-Bradford MCCU at RGS 
Worcester suffered the same fate. 


BIRMINGHAM League clubs have been asked to vote on wheth¬ 
er to push back the start of their season by a week following 
prolonged bad weather. 

The league’s cricket committee is asking clubs for their views 
after snow and heavy rain throughout March and into April 
have left many groundsmen struggling to prepare pitches ahead 
of the scheduled April 21 start. 

And committee members have made the recommendation to 
clubs that the league programme should be postponed until Sat¬ 
urday April 28. 

Fixtures due to be played on April 21 would be played on bank 
holiday Monday, August 27, is the proposal is backed. 

The recommendation will be implemented if 75 per cent of 
member clubs are in favour. The deadline for clubs to make their 
feelings known was Monday. 
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Only a win 
will do for 
rider Roynon 

ADAM Roynon made an emotional re¬ 
turn to Cradley Heathens ahead of their 
National Trophy season and vowed: 
“We’re in it to win it!” 

Roynon joined up with his team mates 
at Cradley Heath Liberal Club to be in¬ 
troduced to supporters - and every rider 
received a standing ovation. 

But the night was particularly special 
for Roynon who rode for the club in 2011 
and 2012 and saw his time ended when 
he crashed out of the Grand Final de¬ 
cider with a badly broken leg. 

He said: “It feels great to be back and I 
want to thank everyone for the welcome, 
it means a lot. 

“There’s obviously some unfinished 
business for me at this very special club 
and it was ironic they went on to win the 
league in two successive seasons after 
my crash. 

“Now I’m back and I’ll be telling the 
young lads in the team what it means to 
ride for a club like this and the very spe¬ 
cial supporters. 

“I know we’re only riding in the Na¬ 
tional Trophy so it’s a reduced season 
but we’re in it to win it. 

“We also want to put the smile back 
on people’s faces because I understand 
they’ve had a couple of tough seasons 
and as far as I’m concerned this isn’t the 
end of league racing for Cradley, with 
the enthusiasm the fans have again I 
think they’ll be back” 

Heathens open their season at Coven¬ 
try’s adopted Leicester home on April 29 
before the opening home meeting at Wol¬ 
verhampton on Monday May 7. 

Boxing prodigy 
Paige is chasing 
Euro gold in Italy 

DUDLEY boxing prodigy Paige Good¬ 
year is continuing her quest for gold as 
she has been selected to represent Eng¬ 
land at the European Championships. 

The 17-year-old, who is a product of 
Brooklands Amateur Boxing Club in 
Dudley, is looking to pack a punch as 
she competes in the 69kg weight class 
in Italy. 

This is not the first time the teenager 
has competed on the international stage. 

In 2015, Goodyear was victorious at 
the Haslev Boxcup in Denmark. 

Trained at the club by Darren McDer¬ 
mott, she is flying out for the event a 
week on Monday. 

Her development has been helped by 
security services firm, GMS Group, who 
sponsor the club. 

Goodyear said: “I am delighted to 
again be called up to represent my coun¬ 
try and can’t wait to get out to the cham¬ 
pionships.” 

McDermott added: “Fingers crossed 
she comes back with a medal. She’s 
worked very hard for this. She’s buzzing 
about it.” 


Game on for the gold medal winners 



Victorious Helen Scott, right, and Sophie Thornhill 


TWO Black Country athletes took home gold in 
the Commonwealth Games leading England’s 
early surge at the top of the medal table on Aus¬ 
tralia’s Gold Coast. 

Helen Scott MBE, who used to be based in 
Halesowen, set a new record alongside Sophie 
Thornhill as they won the women’s visually im¬ 
paired sprint in cycling. 

Dominick Cunningham, who used to train at 
Earls Gymnastics Club in Halesowen, was part of 
the England quintet which won the men’s team 


gymnastics event, retaining the title won four 
years ago in Glasgow. 

Scott, a member Halesowen Athletics & Cy¬ 
cling Club, took to social media to celebrate her 
record achievement. 

In a post on Instagram, where she was pictured 
with her team mate holding their medals, Scott 
wrote: “Dream day. Dream opponents. Tandem 
sprinting is AWESOME!” Cunningham, , also 
took to social media to celebrate his win. He 
wrote: “We absolutely killed it!!” 


DRAW MEANS 
YEITZ SURVIVAL 


Stafford Rangers 0 Halesowen Town 0 

A STALEMATE at Stafford 
Rangers was enough to finally 
end Halesowen Town’s relega¬ 
tion worries as they made Sut¬ 
ton Coldfield Town’s relegation 
a mathematical certainty. 

The one point took the Yeltz past the 
safety threshold, while Sutton were 
doomed to the one relegation place in 
the Evo-Stik League Premier Division 
by a 2-1 defeat at Barwell. 

For the hosts, the news is still sinking in that 
Stafford’s management team of Neil Kitching 
and Nick Amos will be stepping down at the end 
of the season, as the duo began their farewell 
tour. 

There were early chances for both teams in 
an even first period. Yeltz goalkeeper Dan Platt 
made a second-minute save and opposite number 
Adam Whitehouse then kept out Ivor Lawton’s 
low shot after Lee Hughes broke away in the sev¬ 
enth minute. 

Upright 

Both sides went even closer by hitting the 
woodwork midway through the first period. 
Osebi Abadaki set up Kyle Perry to strike the 
Yeltz upright with a 20th-minute bullet header 
and it was Halesowen’s turn to be denied when 
Danny Bragoli smashed the ball off the under¬ 
side of the crossbar from a 27th-minute corner 
after Whitehouse had saved from Lawton. 

Halesowen’s influential midfielder Lawton 
then limped off the pitch before the interval. 
Platt saved easily from another effort from Perry 
in an otherwise scrappy start to the second half 
and a Stafford corner was then scrambled away 
by the solid visiting defence after an hour of play. 

But it was Boro who missed a golden chance 
to win the game when they were awarded a 
78th-minute penalty, only for Levi Reid to fire 
the spot-kick against the Halesowen crossbar. 



Lee Hughes gets into the thick of some scrappy action between Stafford Rangers and Yeltz 


Sidecar duo to race at Brands Hatch 


AFTER taking a year out, side¬ 
car driver Martin Kirk is now 
raring to go. The Stourbridge 
racer also has a new passenger 
this year, so he will be entering 
round one of this weekend’s 
British Sidecar championships 
with a completely new slate. 

The sidecars will be racing 
on the under card of the British 
Superbike (BSB) series, which 


takes place at Brands Hatch. 
Kirk said: “I missed most of 
last season so I could save some 
money and buy a new sidecar. 

“Our old bike was from 1985 
but now we’ve got a 2003 LCR 
chassis, which is a huge differ¬ 
ence. 

“We’ve did a couple of races 
at Cadwell Park, finishing in the 
top three, and then more testing 


over the winter just to get bed¬ 
ded in. We’ve certainly got the 
hunger back now. We’re ready 
to go.” 

Kirk, aged 35, who works 
as a spray painter for Dustair 
in Brierley Hill, which is also 
sponsoring him this year, will 
be racing with female passen¬ 
ger, Shelley Smithies, from Bas¬ 
ingstoke. 


Glassboys 
Drove point 
:o leaders 

Stourbridge 1 Altrincham 1 

STOURBRIDGE produced a defensive 
masterclass to clinch a prized point 
against top-of-the-table Altrincham in 
the Evo-Stik Premier. 

Having survived an early let-off when 
Alty defender Tom Hannigan fired wide 
in front of goal, Glassboys went on to 
shock the leaders by taking a 12th-min- 
ute lead when Luke Benbow netted di¬ 
rect from a sublime curling free-kick. 

Chris Gallagher threatened to weave 
his way through Alty’s defence only to be 
tripped by defender Shaun Densmore on 
the edge of the box and Benbow stepped 
up to slot home. 

Chances proved at a premium from 
that point as Stourbridge defended for 
all their worth. 

It looked as though Alty would level 
on the stroke of half-time when former 
Salford City striker Jordan Hulme fi¬ 
nally pierced Stourbridge’s stubborn 
defence, but lobbed his effort the wrong 
side of the post. 

Stourbridge’s dogged defending fi¬ 
nally ran out of luck when Brad Birch 
was judged to have brought down Simon 
Richman and referee Simon Brown 
pointed to the penalty spot with 16 min¬ 
utes remaining. 

Glassboys goalkeeper Matt Gould 
pulled out all the stops to save John¬ 
ston’s penalty, but the ball rebounded 
back out for Jake Moult to level matters 
when he fired the ball back with a first¬ 
time shot. 

it's ninth win out 
of ten for Byfield 

NETHERTON boxer Les Byfield got 
his year off to a victorious start against 
Northern Irishman Alec Bazza in the 
bout at the Venue in Dudley on Satur¬ 
day night in a superfeatherweight six 
rounder. 

Byfield, aged 30, says he feels ready 
for a title shot after outpointing the du¬ 
rable journeyman opponent. 

It was the Black Country fighter’s 
tenth pro fight as he builds up a useful 
record that has seen him defeated only 
once, a points loss that took place on his 
pro debut. 

See coverage of the clash on YouTube 
via BCB Promotions. 
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Job well done 



Off-road, and on standard tyres, the XV was properly impressive 


By Ian Donaldson 

Lots of car makers barely mention the oily 
bits when they proudly introduce the latest 
model, concentrating instead on the newly 
flowing lines or vibrant colour choices. 

Well, Subaru does all that too - but only 
after giving you a technical teach-in worthy 
of a first year degree course in automotive 
engineering. 

Or nearly; with enough diagrams and charts 
to have you hoping to remember your tumble 
generation valve from your lateral bending 
stiffness. 

No, me neither, until a dip into the press 
info file shows we’re talking here about the 
engine and body, the first making the fuel mix 
better in the cylinders and the increased latter 
producing a stiffer body that’s safer, quieter 
and better riding. 

Both feature on the new Subaru XV, a 
thorough makeover of an SUV launched 
in 2012 and facelifted four years later but 
only taking a fifth of the modest 2,665 total 
Subarus sales in the UK last year. 

The company wants to become the fastest 
growing car brand in Europe in 2018 and 
hopes the latest XV will do its bit to make that 
happen. 

If buyers put their head before their heart 
that ought not to be an impossible target, 
if the heart rules there is an awful lot of 
handsome competition out there in the 
mid-size SUV market (think Mazda CX-3 and 
Toyota CH-R for starters). 

Let’s go head first into the new XV, where 
Subaru continues to make much of its long 
term mechanical features, with a flat four 
engine and all-wheel drive contributing a 
lower centre of gravity for better roadholding 
and slippery road stability respectively. 



It looks a lot like the old car 


The choice of 2.0 litre 154bhp or new 
112bhp 1.6 litre petrol engine (the old diesel 
is ditched) comes with a CVT automatic 
transmission and permanent all-wheel drive, 
all wrapped in a body a little longer and wider 
than before and a lot stiffer too. 

It looks a lot like the old car but with 
shapelier curves and a touch more off-road 
aggression around the plastic wheelarch 
extensions. Inside, there is a very obvious lift 
in quality of trim and much clearer instruments 
and graphics. 

Keeping things simple, the XV comes with 
the two engine choices and just two trim 
levels, with prices starting at £24,995 for the 
1.6 SE and adding £2,000 for SE Premium 
trim. 

Choose the bigger 2.0 litre engine and the 
prices are £26,495 and £28,495, with the 
latter top spec likely to be the biggest seller by 
some way. 

Choose the simple SE model and you won’t 
feel shortchanged, with standard kit stretching 


from adaptive cruise control and pre-collision 
braking to hill descent control and an eight 
inch touchscreen and Apple CarPlay and 
Android Auto. 

The plusher SE Premium adds satellite 
navigation, leather seats, power adjustment 
for the driver and a sunroof. 

There remains enough room in the rear seat 
for a couple of adults not to fall out on a long 
journey and the already decently sized boot 
gains a tiny bit more packing space. 


The 2.0 litre engine does an adequate, if 
unspectacular job of propelling the newcomer 
at any sane road speed and with notably 
more refinement than before. It showed an 
acceptable 36mpg after an undemanding 
drive on British roads. 

Pushed to its limit, the 2.0 will hit 121 mph, 
reach 62mph in 10.4 seconds and recorded 
40.9mpg and 155g/km in the official tests - all 
unexceptional figures. 

The smaller 1.6 has to work harder, with 


an indifferent 13.9 seconds to 62mph and 
109mph top speed - for modest efficiency 
gains, showing 44.1 mpg and 145g/km. 

Off road, and on standard tyres, the XV was 
properly impressive, tackling a track more 
than ankle deep in freshly minted winter mud. 
As on the road, some subtle adjustments to 
the suspension meant a calmer than expected 
ride. 

So, Subaru’s depth of engineering prowess 
shines through again. Job done? 
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